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ATTEND OUR MEETING ON THURSDAY, APRIL 11

Deja vu all over again.

| am honored and proud to have been elected to be Chair of the Midtown
Ventura Community Council, MVCC, again. Previously, | served twice as Chair in
MVCC's 20-plus years of serving the community.

Karen Flock has done a fantastic job as Chair for the last two years and we
cannot thank her enough for her fresh approach in running the
meetings and keeping us on track!

There are a lot of changes in our city in the last couple of

years and many of our fellow citizens are still trying to recover

from our largest disaster to have ever impacted Ventura.

MVCC, has from the very beginning, has strived to be a

positive influence in our dedication of the preservation,

enhancement and revitalization of Midtown as we continue to heal and move
forward as best as possible.

The City Council District elections, along with many community councils
changing their boundaries to coincide with the City Council districts, has
certainly altered the political landscape in all of our communities. | already hear
City Council members and Community Council chairs talk about "their districts."
While all of us are more familiar with our specific neighborhoods and their
needs, | hope that all of us remember to plan past our neighborhood
boundaries, as well as city boundaries, to have a holistic vision for our region as
well.

Our upcoming meeting will be taking a fresh look at some of the plans and
visions of Midtown, and the whole city in general, looking at the 2005 General
Plan to see what is still relevant and recommend changes that may possibly
occur. With the General Plan update on hold until July, we wanted to have our
neighbors weigh in on the successes we have experienced and where we would
still like to see improvement.

The , and our Midtown by Design, have helped frame our growth
in Ventura. Our new Ventura City Manager, Alex Mcintrye, wants to be inclusive
as possible with the update of our General Plan by reaching out to underserved



https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.cityofventura.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/2362/Ventura-Vision-PDF?bidId
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midtown-Ventura-Community-Council/129331720473080
http://instagram.com/midtownfoodtruckfriday

populations, along with involving younger people, to really get a wide range of
opinions as we move forward. That sounds like a great way to update the
General Plan and we want to make sure we are in sync with that process by
informing the city of our vision in our neighborhoods and beyond.

At our April 11 meeting we will be looking and voting on core principles that are
still meaningful, new ideas that are brought up by the audience and directions
to inform the general plan.

We have started a Spotlight on Nonprofits/Volunteers which will give 5 minutes
to share and 5 minutes to answer questions starting with Thursday's meeting.
B.A.C.A., Bikers Against Child Abuse will be our first nonprofit that will be
highlighted. They had a booth at our March's Food Truck Friday and basically
escort children to court and other appointments where there may be issues for
their safety.

Dan Long, Chair

N

Midtown Super Bloom: Residents didn't have to drive far to see a super
bloom. A vacant lot on North Brent Street adjacent to the parking structure and
the new Community Memorial Hospital building produced a field of beautiful
lupine. The super bloom had some help. Halter Landscape added lupine seeds
as part of the temporary ground cover. Photo by Pamela Hazard

Small Dogs Have New Spot at Camino Real Dog Park




Although the Camino Real Dog Park isn't in Midtown, Midtown dogs definitely
have it on their list of "go to" places with their owners. Large dogs have had an
appropriately sized space to run around and play, while the small dogs were
relegated to a small area that wasn't very inviting, hence was usually empty.

With my dog Shula's encouragement, | reached out to the Parks and Recreation
Department to see if a change could be made to expand the Small Dog Park.
Nancy O'Connor, Director of Ventura Parks and Recreation, put me in touch with
d why it was so small and if it was possible to
make it bigger. Martin didn't know why it was
originally made so small and said that no one
had ever commented on the size. He agreed
to look into the possibility of making it larger.
Within two weeks after my request, he asked
to meet me at the park and go over some
ideas. The expansion was approved a few
weeks after that.

| was immeasurably pleased with how Ventura
Parks and Recreation embraced the idea and
truly appreciate Tom Martin's work in making it happen. It took a few months
but in February, the new Small Dog Park (under 20 pounds) at Camino Real,
opened. Future enhancements will include an additional bench and a water
fountain.

Shula plus all little dogs, now have their own fun, safe place to run around and
play off-leash.-Pamela Hazard




EASTER EGG HUNT AT FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY ON APRIL 19!

7] Get in on the fun at Midtown Ventura's
Food Truck Friday on April 19 at the

' Pacific View Mall near Trader Joe's. This
month's event will feature an Easter egg
hunt for the kids, along with free face
painting and balloon animals.

In the spirit of giving back, Food Truck
Friday will be hosting a blood drive

3 2% during the event. Vitalant will have its
j blood mobile on site from 4-7:15 pm.

— ““ The food trucks and entertainment goes

from 5-9 pm. More than a dozen gourmet food and dessert trucks will be

participating with live music and Brian Parra playing music between the band's

sets.

A portion of the proceeds from the Friday night event goes to the MVCC's
Midtown Commons community service project.-Gregg Mansfield

MVCC Board of Directors & Committee Chairs

Dan Long, Cherie Egbert, Pamela Hazard,
Chair Vice Chair Secretary
805.653.6573 805.901.0090 805.570.7423
Karen Flock, Heather Lacayo-Neace, John Jones,
Treasurer At Large At Large
805.850.7423 310.866.9783 805.628.2520
David Ferrin, Dan Crawford, Rick Manzer,
At Large At Large At Large
805.653.5088 805.705.7512 805.844.2291

Gregg Mansfield,
At Large

805.276.5135

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
Thursday, April 11, 7 PM
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue
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