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MVCC Meeting Looks at New Ventura Development

i

The Midtown Ventura Community Council
— will hold its monthly general meeting this
— Thursday, April 13, with a look at new
- development in Ventura and a presentation
from Livingston Memorial Visiting Nurse
Association.
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' Wi"* =% The meeting starts at 7 pm in Cooper Hall
at Grace Church, 65 MacMillan Ave.

Ventura's Community Development
Director Jeff Lambert will give an overview

A two-story medical office is slated for an old ~ Of City-wide projects and their status of
restaurant site across from St. Bonaventure High being built. He will focus on Midtown

School on Telegraph. projects and will also answer questions
regarding development issues in Ventura.

Teri Helton, program manager and outreach liaison with Livingston Memorial
Visiting Nurse Association will give a presentation and have handouts for "The
Importance of Fall Prevention," which will be helpful for seniors and for residents
caring for their aging parents and relatives.

The Ventura Police Department is going to update crime in Midtown Ventura and
crime prevention tips.

For more information, you can visit the MVCC website, midtownventura.org or call
Chair Karen Flock at 850-2591.

Groomers Lead the Pack to Midtown Ventura

Midtown small businesses have gone
through many changes the past 12
years. Starting in 2005 an influx of
massage parlors, tattoo parlors and
Vapor shops filled many of the spaces
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left vacant during the mid-2000
Recession.

It was with delight that | recently
observed an expansion of Pet Groomers ,
and Spas. My interest led me to - - -
interview the groomers who are | ——— [”mmu “

\

located/or relocated to Midtown. None |
are completely new to pet care; - =4 I I‘ _
experience abounds. il | | Iy (111 11

One common thread the owners share is B
a lifelong love of animals and a desire
to work with people's beloved pets on a
daily basis. The pride each owner has in his/her business and the care they take
with their furry customers is immediately evident.

’ Aloha Dog Grooming, owned by Tina Baselice, recently
relocated from Front Street to 1998 E. Main St. | was
greeted by her entourage of pets that included a

sleepy pig. It was a busy and happy place. Visit her on
her Facebook page here.

Paula Finan is now sole owner at 2041 E. Main St. Her
business is Bark and Bathe Pet Salon. The building has
been repainted with a soap bubble motif outside. Paula
became a groomer initially as a "first" job but fell in love with it and has done it
ever since. Her website is barkandbathepetsalon.com. :

Veronica moved to 2981 Loma Vista Road, behind the
Liquor Store and next to the Midtown Café. Her sole-
owner business is Bark Avenue by Veronica aka The
Paw Spa. She also started grooming dogs when she
was young. She said the best part of the job is gaining
animals' trust, building a relationship with them and,
oh yeah, getting lots of the free kisses. Her Facebook
page can be found here.

Cameo Pet Salon and Doggie Daycare (Thomas and Carrie Richardson) have been in
the same location at 2494 E. Main St. for years. Carrie was a cake decorator and out
of necessity groomed her dog only to discover she had a hidden talent. They also
offer doggie day care and are the makers of a new kind of shield that replaces the
"Cone of Shame." Their website is cameosdoggrooming.com.

Last but not least is The Pet Barn, a Midtown staple for pets and pet lovers. They
offer a self-serve pet wash as a convenience for customers. The price is right. You
walk out with a clean dog, a clean house and no aching back thanks to their
elevated tub. Every Sunday all proceeds from the pet wash are donated to a local
non-profit animal rescue group. It's best to make an appointment. They are located
at 3203 E. Main Street and their website is PetBarnVentura.org.
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All owners not only love what they do, they all expressed a fondness and
appreciation of having a Midtown location. The rents fit their budget, they are
centrally located for a larger Ventura clientele and many are Midtown residents.

Veronica said it best, "Midtown Ventura is a unique and diverse place that has
always given a lot of support to small businesses." No excuses for unkempt pets in
Midtown! We are fortunate to have so many local choices.-Pamela Hazard

Food Truck Friday to Feature Fire Department

The Ventura Fire Department will be part of this month's

§ Join us Friday, April 21, for our monthly fundraiser as more
| than 15 gourmet food trucks will gather in the Trader Joe's
f' parking lot. The event is from 5-9 pm.

Firefighters from the Ventura Fire Department will be there to

answer questions and show off the tools they use for traffic accidents and fires. In
addition to the food trucks, there is live music and activities for kids. The Pacific
View Mall provides free face painting and balloon animals.

Food Truck Friday raises money for the MVCC's Midtown Commons project.
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