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City Recovery Efforts from the Thomas Fire
Greeting Midtowners-
 
Hear from Ventura Mayor Neal Andrews at our next General Meeting on Thursday
at 7 p.m. Neal was elected Mayor on Monday, December 4,
the night the Thomas Fire started. With a background in
emergency preparedness, among other things, Neal was ready
to go to work. He will expand on the remarks he made at the
State of the City on March 26, with a message about the
importance of building stronger community bonds,
encouraging economic prosperity, and capitalizing on access
to our coastal resources.
 
We'll also hear about the Ventura Police Community
Foundation (VCPF). The VPCF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization established to support programs that will improve the quality of life
and safety in our community, including the Police Activities League (PAL)
afterschool programs, police volunteers and community safety programs, and
obtaining equipment and technology to support the police department.
 
We'll explore the impact of a proposal the College Area Community Council
(CACC) is considering: to expand its boundaries to be contiguous with new City
Council District No. 2. That would mean it would encroach on Midtown Ventura
Community Council (MVCC) boundaries on the east. As of this date, the MVCC has
no intention of changing its historic boundaries by shrinking our boundaries on
the east or expanding on the west, but we'd like to hear what you think. It looks
like we're engaged in friendly turf war with the CACC.
 
I attended the Planning Commission meeting on March 14 and spoke about the
importance of beach access. The Commission was considering a proposed
Coastal Development Permit and Variance to permit the Union Pacific Railroad to
construct and maintain fences at four separate Midtown locations, to address
safety and liability risks. City staff had worked hard to mitigate this negative
impact on beach access and had negotiated to obtain easements for future grade
separated crossings at Seaward Avenue and Ocean Avenue Park. After hearing
testimony and much discussion, the Commission voted to defer the item to allow
staff additional time to research alternatives. More to come.
 
I also spoke at the City Council meeting on March 26, thanking the City Council
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for entering into a contract for major safety improvements at the Five Points
intersection; pedestrian and bicycle crosswalks will be added where there are
currently none.
 
At our next Food Truck Friday, on April 20, we'll be honoring the other first
responders, all the other city staff members who worked behind the scenes, in
the Office Emergency Center, and continuing on through the recovery.
 
Looking forward to the May General Meeting, we'll be looking to update our vision
for Midtown with input from residents. We will also elect additional members of
the Board of Directors to join the five officers who were elected in March.
Nominated are: Cherie Egbert, David Ferrin, Heather Lacayo, Dan Long, and Rick
Manzer.
 
Together we are stronger!-Karen Flock, Chair

FIVE POINTS TO GET PEDESTRIAN, BIKE UPGRADES
Long-awaiting improvements to the Five
Points intersection in Midtown Ventura will
be on the way soon for pedestrians and
bicyclists. The Ventura City Council awarded
the contract to Toro Enterprises Inc. to
make the improvements.

The intersection where Main Street,
Thompson Boulevard and Telegraph Road
meets will get pedestrian crossings, bike
boxes and lanes, a sidewalk on Thompson
Boulevard and new ramps in a median.
Pedestrians cannot legally cross Main Street

at Five Points and the city identified the need for improvements in its Bicycle
Master Plan in 2011.

The project will cost about $770,000 with the city contributing $497,400 and the
remaining funding is through grants and gas taxes.-Gregg Mansfie ld

 
12-Unit Residential Building is Approved by DRC

A month after the city's Design Review Committee rejected a proposed three-
story complex at Thompson Boulevard and Santa Cruz Street, the project is back
with conditional approval from the board that
rejected it.

Credit the new state housing law and the
developer making some changes to the 12-
unit residential building requested by the
DRC. The DRC voted 3-0 to approve it with
comments. The building, adjacent to
Discovery Ventura, is proposed for a lot that is currently used as a nursey.

Previously the DRC had issues with the building's massing and the courtyard in



rejecting the project. But the California State Legislature's 2017 housing package
made it more difficult for cities to reject residential development projects because
there is a housing shortage statewide.-Gregg Mansfie ld

PARTY IT UP AT FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY ON 4/20
The forecast has great food and music for Midtown Ventura's Food Truck Friday at
the Pacific View Mall on April 20.

Because rain washed out March's food truck event, we'll honor the Community
Development and Public Works department for their incredible work during and
after the Thomas Fire.

Food trucks serve from 5-9 pm in the Trader Joe's lot. The evening includes live
music plus free face painting and balloon animals. Profits from the night benefit
the MVCC's Midtown Commons project.

MVCC Board of Di rectors

Karen Flock, Chair
805.850.2591

Gregg Mansfield, Vice Chair
805.276.5135

Nora Paulson, Secretary 
805.320.8700

Pamela Hazard,
Corresponding Secretary
805.570.7423

Dan Long, Historic
Committee Co-Chair
805.653.6573

John Jones, Treasurer and
Community Pride Co-Chair
805.628.2520

Cherie Egbert, Community
Pride Chair
805.901.0090

David Ferrin, Newsletter
Chair
805.653.5088

Rick Manzer, Historical 
Co-Chair
805.844.2291

NEXT MEETING
Thursday, April 12, 7 PM
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue
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