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Ventura Music Hall Leads Thriving
Midtown Ventura Music Scene

Fans of live music have a great new
venue that opened in Midtown
Ventura, bringing a mix of nationally
known music artists and up-and-
coming independent bands. Ventura
Music Hall opened in the old
Discovery Ventura on Thompson
Boulevard in late March.

The concert venue has been
renovated and gone are the funky
bowling alley lanes, replaced with a large concert stage in the middle of the building.
There’s no more shuffleboard or the “The Big Lebowski” playing on a loop on the TV,
Ventura Music Hall is all about the music.

The Midtown Ventura Community Council board on Saturday night attended the
concert of former Eagles guitarist Don Felder as a guest of Thomas Cussins, owner
of Ventura Music Hall. Felder was the perfect introduction to the new venue
performing the band’s hits from “Take it Easy” to “Hotel California.”

The 74-year-old Felder sounded great, and more importantly, the sound inside the
venue is among the best in town. There isn’t a bad view of the concert stage and the
lighting added to the professional presentation. Having attended a few concerts at
the old venue prior to the pandemic, hearing a bowling ball strike pins during a lull in
the music was a strange experience.

Cussins has already booked more than 40 shows for Ventura Music Hall through
August. If you are a live music fan, chances are there is a show that will appeal to
you. Our board had a great time Saturday night and we hope you support the new
Ventura Music Hall too.—Gregg Mansfield 

Crime, Fire and Housing Crisis Lead Thursday’s MVCC Meeting

The Midtown Ventura Community
Council on Thursday will hear from
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Ventura’s Fire Marshall, a report
from Central Coast Unified for a
Sustainable Economy (CAUSE) and
highlights from the recently released
Ventura Police annual crime statics
report.

The meeting starts at 7 pm and
takes place virtually on Zoom. A link
to register and participate is
available here.

Leading off the meeting is the
monthly public safety update with Ventura Police Department Cmdr. Darrick Brunk
who will give a few highlights from the yearly crime report and discuss any issues
specific to Midtown Ventura.

The MVCC’s volunteer/nonprofit will spotlight the Ventura Fire Foundation. Ventura
City Fire Engineer Austin Foulkes, vice chair of the foundation, will present
information about their focus in support of firefighter families.

The first of the two key speakers this month will be Maria Navarro, policy advocate
for Central Coast Unified for a Sustainable Economy (CAUSE) and she will discuss
their work for social, economic and environmental justice in the region. Navarro will
report on the CAUSE study on the housing crisis and how it is affecting the health
and well-being of our local communities.

MVCC is also proud to have Ventura City Fire Marshall Brett Reed who will give a
presentation to better protect our homes and businesses during the continuing
drought by explaining ways to build up our “defensible space.”—Dan Long

Work Starts on Haley Point Development

KB Home has started clearing buildings from a
property on Channel Drive near Seaward Drive to
make way for a new housing development. The
controversial Haley Point project was approved
by the City Council in July and will consist of 72
townhomes on the 4.3-acre site in Midtown
Ventura. Construction includes 15 buildings with
a mix of two- and three-story buildings on the
property that parallels the railroad tracks.

Committee Forming to Underground Utilities in Midtown Ventura

The Midtown Ventura Community Council
Board of Directors has formed an
exploratory committee to consider the
undergrounding of utilities. This process
will take several years and will ultimately
require a vote of impacted property
owners who would benefit from this effort.

Jeffrey Lambert has offered to take the
lead in this effort and coordinate with the City’s Public Works Department the many
steps necessary to consider the undergrounding of utilities in our community. The
MVCC Board is seeking volunteers interested in this effort to join the committee and
would like this committee to represent as much of our midtown area as possible.  

The significant steps outlined by the City’s Utility Underground Policies and
Procedures are: (1) Form Neighborhood Committee of property owners; (2)
Schedule a Kick-off meeting with Public Works staff; (3) The City will contact various
utilities who have above-ground services to request preliminary estimates of project
costs; (4) Committee holds a neighborhood meeting inviting all those who own
property within the boundary and the City / Committee present the preliminary

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvcO6gpzIpEtGcdTj0BkNSPKRDCnHqwafu


estimates and process; (5) Circulate a Petition of Interest - the Committee would do
this and provide completed petition to the City; (6) City will engage an Assessment
Engineer (subject to obtaining City Council authorization to fund this work).

More details will be provided to the committee members once formed. If you are
interested in this effort to explore undergrounding utilities, please contact Jeffrey
Lambert here.

The Fair: Ventura County's
Legacy Event

While it may be spring, it
certainly felt like summer this
last week. For me, summer
will mean going to the 147th
year of the Ventura County
Fair, which will be back again
after the two-year hiatus due
to the pandemic. This year’s
fair is set for Aug. 3-14.

The only other times the fair did not occur was during the years of World War l, the
Great Depression and World War ll.

While many of the major free grandstand concerts are still being finalized and will be
announced in June, there are already quite a few bands from Ventura County lined
up for the local stages. Returning and new popular grounds acts will be back along
with favorite and new fair food vendors.

Registration for all competitive exhibits departments will begin in May. To enter go to
www.venturacountyfair.org and under the first VC Fair icon, scroll down and you will
find the online entry details with delivery times. Bookmark the website for all
information regarding the fair and the complete fairgrounds calendar of events.

The Junior Livestock Auction will take place on Friday, Aug. 12, with the full
complement of classes and breeds again this year. The popular carnival midway will
be open for the thrill seekers of every level.

The best part of this local tradition is seeing friends you may not have seen in years
and reliving and making new treasured memories for a lifetime. We love the Ventura
County Fair!—Dan Long and James Lockwood

Three-story Building Proposed for Thompson Boulevard

A three-story mixed-use building
proposed for Thompson Boulevard is set
for a review before the city’s Design
Review Committee on April 21. The
development is proposed for 1342 East
Thompson Boulevard at the site of an old
radiator shop, which burned down in
2019.

The project being proposed includes eight residential units and 1,900 square feet of
commercial space on the ground floor. It’s a small lot nestled between a U-Haul
rental business and an auto parts store.

The Design Review Committee meeting starts at 6 p.m. in Ventura. Check in
advance before attending as the City of Ventura has cancelled several DRC
meetings this year.—Gregg Mansfield

Midtown Ventura Community Council Board Reelected
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The Midtown Ventura Community Council Board of Directors was elected at its
meeting in March to serve a one-year term. The Board of Directors, including
Officers and At Large board members are:

Gregg Mansfield, Chair; Eric Berg, Vice Chair; Dan Long, Treasurer; Cherie
Egbert, Secretary; Pamela Hazard, Corresponding Secretary; Karen Flock, At
Large; John Jones, At Large; David Ferrin, At Large; and Christine Burke, At
Large.

Thank you to everyone who turned out and voted!

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council
Virtual Meeting
April 14, 2022, 7 p.m.

Public Safety Update—Cmdr. Derrick Brunk, Ventura Police Department

Spotlight on Nonprofits: Ventura Fire Foundation—Austin Foulkes, Vice Chair

Central Coast Unified for a Sustainable Economy (CAUSE)—Maria Navarro, Policy
Advocate

Defensible Fire Space and Brush Clearance—Brett Reed, Fire Marshal, Ventura City
Fire Department

Website Agenda Community
Pride

Resources About

Midtown Ventura Community

Council
P.O. Box 1041

Ventura, CA 93002

MVCC Board
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