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Midtown Ventura's Sense of History

Greetings Midtowners! It's Spring, and while we appreciate
the rain, it’s nice to have the days turn warm and sunny. It's
an honor to be serving as Chair this year with a great Board
of Directors and an engaged membership. We're welcoming
Arlene Martinez as a new member to the Board.

There’s a lot going on in Midtown and the City and we’ll have
interesting presentations at this month’s meeting. Register for a link here.

The Midtown Ventura Community Council (MVCC) got its start over 25 years ago
with concerns about the future of Washington School, and our history as evidenced
in the built environment, is important to us. This month we’ll hear from the Kari
Flower and Sian Winship of the Historic Resources Group about the City’s
Comprehensive Historic Resources Survey and Historic Context Statement. More
information can be found here.

The environment, sustainability and addressing climate change are priorities for
many Midtowners. We’'ll hear about how we as individuals can go all electric from
Wayne Morgan, and from Marisa Hanson-Lopez of the Tri-County Regional Energy
Network (3C-REN).

We’'ll also hear about MVCC efforts to work with the Ventura Unified School District
to enhance access to the native plant garden at Loma Vista School, the proposed
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Vista del Mar housing development, and MVCC engagement in the City’'s Economic
Development Strategic Plan. There’s an opportunity for public engagement on the
Plan on Tuesday, April 18, 2023, at 3:30 in the Community Meeting Room at the
Ventura City Hall.

Let us know what you’d like us to address at future meetings. Send me an email
here.—Karen Flock

Update on Ventura Coastal Citrus Plant Property

KB Homes submitted a pre-
application for the 14.5-acre site 2325
Vista Del Mar Drive on December 13,
2021. The location is currently the site
of the Ventura Coastal citrus
processing plant. On March 27, 2023,
proposed action came to the Ventura
City Council.

The Council voted 5-2 to ask staff to
work with the developer to come back '
with a “Term Sheet” at a future City Council Meeting, currently scheduled for May 22,
2023. You can find the full staff report for the March 27 meeting here.

The road ahead for the project is complicated and probably long, but now is an
important time for input.

The General Plan approved on August 8, 2005, identifies the site as High Density
Residential. However, because the site is within the Coastal Zone, the Local Coastal
Plan needs to be updated and certified by the Coastal Commission to reflect this.
Because this hasn’t happened, the 1989 Comprehensive Plan designation of
Industrial governs.

The KB Homes’ Pre-Application plan calls for a residential project consisting of 79
single family residences, 90 townhomes, and 225 apartments. The buildings range
from 3-5 stories.

The MVCC sent a letter dated March 31, 2023, to the Ventura City Council
identifying the following issues we would like to see addressed:

1. Pedestrian access to the beach from the neighborhood north of the railroad
tracks. It is important that the project be conditioned to provide this access, not just
set aside funding. The preferred method is by a pedestrian bridge over the railroad
tracks;

2. Inclusion of public park space. Part of this requirement could be met by
improvements to the Will Rogers School playground, subject to an agreement with
the Ventura Unified School District to make it available to the public after hours;

3. Compliance with the Amended Inclusionary Housing Ordinance;

4. Preservation of as many of the site’s large existing trees as possible, including,
but not limited to the grove of Eucalyptus that frequently hosts Monarch butterfly
roosting sites; and

5. A robust community engagement process—Karen Flock
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New MVCC Board Elected at March Meeting

The Midtown Ventura Community Council has new
officers that were elected to one-year terms in March.
The new board consists of Chair, Karen Flock; Vice
chair, Cherie Egbert; Secretary, Pamela Hazard; Co-
Secretary, David Ferrin; Treasurer, Eric Berg; and At-
Large Board Members: Christine Burke, Dan Long,
John Jones, Gregg Mansfield and Arlene Martinez.

Arlene (photo, right) is the newest member of the
MVCC and here’s some information about her:

Arlene Martinez lives in a small, lovely home in i 1
midtown Ventura with her husband and two children, who aII enjoy exploring the
beautiful community they call home. A longtime journalist, Arlene now works with
Good Jobs First, a non-profit organization focused on equitable economic
development. She supports policies that ensure all people who live and work in the
city - whether as an Amazon driver, home health aide, landscaper or grocery store
checker - can afford to live here.

She is originally from San Diego County. She recently received her executive MBA
from California Lutheran University and did her undergraduate work at UC Santa
Barbara.

Starbucks, Gas Station Opens Near Mall

More than six years after it was initially
proposed, a Starbucks and Mobil gas
station and 7-Eleven convenience store
have opened at busy intersection of
Main Street and Mills Road.

The drive-through Starbucks at 3550
East Main Street replaced an old Arby’s
fast-food restaurant and the nearby
Mobil gas station was demolished and
rebuilt with a convenience store and car wash. If it felt like construction took forever,
work started on the project in 2021.—Gregg Mansfield
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Welcome and Introductions, Board and Members

Police Report: Edward Caliento, Commander, Ventura Police Department, and
Criminal Investigative Technicians
(CITs)

Ventura’s Comprehensive Historic Resources Survey and Historic Context
Statement —Sian Winship, primary author, and Kari Fowler, Historic Resource
Group

How to Electrify Your Home — Wayne Morgan

How to Electrify Your Home — Continued - Marisa Hanson-Lopez, 3C-Ren

Reports

--Treasurer

--Loma Vista School — Vice Chair Cherie Egbert

--Vista del Mar — Karen

Flock

--City’s Economic Development Strategic Plan - Karen Flock
Ideas for future meetings

Announcements

Closing

Website Agenda Community Resources
Pride

Midtown Ventura Community

MVCC Board
Council

P.O. Box 1041
Ventura, CA 93002
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