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Midtown Ventura Community Council Newsletter

Full Agenda for MVCC's April 11 Meeting

Greetings Midtowners –

Well, it’s been raining and Lake Casitas is almost full. How
things change.

We have an interesting general meeting scheduled for April
11. We’ll be virtual. (Register here)

It was fun to see everyone in person at the March 14
meeting.

Cmdr. Edward Caliento of the Ventura Police Department will give a public safety
update.

In honor of Earth Day, our nonprofit spotlight will be by the Merito Foundation. Merito is
a nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting our ocean and coast by educating
youth and their communities, engaging them in nature conservation, citizen science
and environmental entrepreneurship. 

We’ll have an update from the Ventura Fire Department including the planned new
interim fire station on Alessandro Drive.

Patrick Davidson of CAPS will share the latest. Community Access Partners of San
Buenaventura is a private nonprofit 501(c)(3) PEG Media Center that manages the
Public, Educational, & Government access television channels in Ventura. CAPS
Media’s mission is to create an engaged and informed community through participation
in electronic media.

We’ll also hear about the new Residence Inn by Marriott under construction at 770 S.
Seaward Avenue, a 93,000-square-foot 125-room, 4-story hotel.

Committee reports and announcements will follow.

“See” you there.—Karen Flock

 
Affordable Housing Lottery for Midtown Ventura Development
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A lottery is being held for an opportunity to purchase
one of 14 affordable 2- and 3-bedroom homes in
Midtown Ventura.

The Seaview at Midtown is currently under construction
on Channel Drive near Seaward Avenue. As part of the
development, KB Home is required to sell the moderate
income homes. For example, a family of three must
have an income under $122,250 to qualify.

The drawing will take place on September 16, 2024. For
more information on income eligibility and to register for
the lottery, visit here.

 
 

Carnitas El Rey Opens Midtown Restaurant

Carnitas El Rey held a grand opening celebration
Sunday for its new restaurant in Midtown Ventura. A
band played outside the 4,500-square-foot restaurant
at the corner of East Main Street and North Evergreen
Drive.

It’s the third location after Oxnard and Santa Paula for
the family-owned business. As you might guess from
the name, Carnitas El Rey is famous for its carnitas,
so you won’t find chicken or steak on the menu.

The restaurant underwent a significant renovation and
once the construction fencing was removed, it
revealed an open floor with multiple windows to let in
natural light.—Gregg Mansfield

 
Discount Store Closing Midtown Location

The 99 Cents Only Stores is closing all its stores
nationwide, including its location in Midtown Ventura.

The store at 2709 E. Main Street opened in 2014 near
Community Memorial Hospital. The chain announced this
week it was closing all 371 stores nationwide, including a
second location in Ventura. Changing consumer habits,
Inflation and other factors were cited on why the discount
chain is closing.

The stores have started liquidation sales, and a final
closure day has not been announced. 

 
 

End of an Era on Seaward Avenue

Maybe you sang karaoke or grabbed
takeout from there, Golden China
restaurant off Seaward Avenue near
Highway 101 is now just a memory.
The building, which was originally a
Charlie Brown’s restaurant, had been
vacant for several years.

https://www.kbhome.com/SeaviewAffordableHomeownershipOpportunity


Crews demolished the building over
the last month, while construction
continues on a nearby Residence Inn
by Marriott hotel. (Learn more at
Thursday’s MVCC meeting.) No formal
plans have been filed with the City of
Ventura for the former Golden China
site. 

 
 

New MVCC Board Elected for 2024-25

Thank you to everyone who attended and
participated in the Midtown Ventura
Community Council board election in March.
The board grew by one with Midtown resident
Robert Mather joining as an at-large board
member.

The MVCC board for 2024-25 is Karen Flock,
chair; Cherie Egbert, vice chair; Eric Berg,
treasurer; Pamela Hazard, secretary; and
David Ferrin, vice secretary. At-large
members include Dan Long, John Jones,
Christine Burke, Arlene Martinez, Gregg
Mansfield and Robert Mather.

The officers were reelected for their second
and final one-year term. To be eligible to serve, one must be a MVCC member (must
either live, own a business or own property in Midtown Ventura.

 

Next Meeting

Midtown Ventura Community Council
Zoom Meeting (Register here)
April 11, 2024, 7 p.m.

Agenda Public Safety Report—Cmdr. Edward Caliento, Ventura Police Department

Spotlight on a Nonprofit: Merito Foundation

Ventura Fire Department—New Midtown Fire Station and Future Planning

CAPS Media—Patrick Davidson, Executive Director

Hotel Update—Resident Inn by Marriott Construction Update

MVCC Committee Updates
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