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Ventura Prepares to Chart Course

Whether you love or dislike the direction Ventura is
heading, here’s your chance to chart the course for
Ventura for the next 20 years. Ventura is updating its
General Plan and the exhaustive document serves as
the blueprint for administrators and the City Council,
even as key officials come and go.

Join us Thursday at 7 p.m. as the MVCC meets v
virtually with Matt Raimi of Raimi + Associates to lead

an interactive discussion on improvements for Midtown Ventura. Raimi said
attendees should come prepared to share their ideas. The General Plan is a long-
range land use policy document that examines community needs such as
transportation, economic development, affordable housing, public safety, climate
change and environmental sustainability.

Midtown has many unique challenges including an aging mall, homelessness, infill
density, crumbling streets and revitalizing Main Street and Thompson Boulevard
corridors. Personally, one of the issues | see for the city is bringing full-time jobs to
the community. Too many of us have a friend or two who commutes to the San
Fernando Valley or Goleta for work. Most commuters were able to work at home
because of the pandemic but will eventually return to offices.

Prior to the General Plan presentation, Karen Flock of the Ventura Housing Authority
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and MVCC board member will talk about inclusionary and general housing issues in
the community.

The Ventura Police Department’s Cmdr. Darrick Brunk is updating the group on any
crime issues they’re seeing in Midtown. To receive a link for Thursday’s meeting,
register here.—Gregg Mansfield

New Playground at Lemon Grove School

The playground at Lemon
Grove will be brand new
when students arrive later
this month. Our beloved
Rainbow Bridge wood
structure that was lovingly
built by many in our
community has been used to
its fullest (25 years’ worth).
While we are sad to see this beloved structure go, we are thrilled at the new
accessible playground our students will have to play on for the next 25 years!

The school will now have students from kindergarten to eighth grade, and the new
play structure will offer something for every student. Above is the rendering for the
playground but note some design changes have bene made.

The Rainbow Bridge Playground at Lemon Grove School, then Blanche Reynolds
School, was built by the community in 1995. Mostly families of students raised
money and used their sweat equity like a barn raising to build the structure. They
were inspired by the larger playground in Santa Barbara.

MVCC along with the community members, renovated the playground repairing and
repainting along with adjacent pavement areas to brighten it up and rededicated it in
April 2012.

There is a plan to reinstall the Rainbow sections, as seen with the five Chumash
people crossing the Rainbow, depicting the local Chumash story of "The Rainbow
Bridge." The school wants to commemorate the wonderful memories of the
community. The large rainbow sections are currently being repainted by the MVCC
to have them look great for many years to come.—Dan Long

Click here to view a gallery of Rainbow Bridge over the years

Calling All Artists for Public Art Grant

The Midtown Ventura Community
Council began more than 10 years ago
designing and getting plans approved to
enhance the parking lot between Main
and Thompson, Katherine and Hartman
streets. MVCC partnered with the City of
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Ventura by providing the design plans
along with a portion of the funding.

MVCC received a Public Art Grant for the
site to have a mural on the pavement
years ago and with so many changes in
the design occurring prior to construction,
we have decided to put out another call
to artists for their interpretations now that
it is complete. The Grant is for $7,500
and we would have to go back to the city
for approval of the new art project.

Midtown Commons Art Concept Description

The original idea for the ground mural art element in this parking lot and community
space was to celebrate and emphasize the water conservation features of the
project. These features are stormwater retention, filtration, recharging ground water
and preventing dirty water from reaching the city’s stormwater system and polluting
the ocean. The mural that was approved by the city’s Arts Commission is essentially
a depiction of flowing water with some sea creatures that would benefit from having
slightly cleaner water to live in as a result of this project and others like it.

It has been many years since this mural concept was developed and a lot has
happened since then. The city turned 150 years old; the Thomas Fire ravaged
Ventura; political polarization brought dysfunctional governance and empowered
extremists; COVID-19 continues; the reckoning of past and present racism and
inequality, nationally and locally; Fire, due to human-caused climate change, is the
norm in the western US; Persistent drought and dry conditions exacerbated by
frequent fires is changing the fauna and flora to desert-like environments. These
occurrences and states of being make the idea of a flowing water mural on
pavement too idealistic. We have an opportunity to acknowledge the positive effects
of the recent improvements to the space while acknowledging the social and
environmental damage that a parking lot has on the environment.

The new art feature concept for the Midtown Commons project should be eye-
opening and educational. It should acknowledge where we are in time and that
humans are responsible for the inequalities and imbalance, and just as responsible
for solutions and coming to terms with the consequences of human exceptionalism.
This artwork can be a mural, or a completely different idea altogether. It could
include some public participation and could be focused around the center of the
paved area or scattered around the site.

If you are interested, please take a look at the site and contact us. The MVCC has a
deadline of September 30 for submittals and want to complete the project by March
2022. Please submit to here and call 805-653-6573 for questions—Dan Long
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Midtown Ventura Community Council
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Ventura Police Department
Housing Overview—Karen Flock, Ventura Housing Authority

General Plan—Matt Raimi, Raimi + Associates
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