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Hope and spring are eternal. While the predictions for
a “dark Winter” gives cause for us to all be at a
heightened sense of our surroundings, our better
angels within us cling to keeping hope for the future in
our hearts.

We all miss so many things, especially now at this
special time of year, but our continued sacrifices will
see us through. I can't help but be reminded of the
Thomas Fire with the anniversary just a few days
ago. Most of us probably know folks that are still just
getting back into their homes and some that are not
home yet. We all know people that were forever affected by the fire and I fear we will
end up knowing too many that will be decimated by this virus.

In disasters we often see our better side emerge as neighbors and friends pull
together to help one another, instinctive behavior in all of us as human beings. We
will get through this by helping one another and following the strict guidelines that we
may not fully appreciate but with having the knowledge it is about helping our fellow
neighbors and our loved ones. Wear the mask, stop having gatherings that are not
safe, and use your sense of "do unto others.”

Many of our fellow Venturans are in dire straits right now and so if you can help by
giving to your favorite local charity to help feed, clothe and/or help with shelter in the
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next several months, please consider it.

The Midtown Ventura Community Council Board wanted to roll up our sleeves and
contribute our helping hands in some of the physical collections of food gathering.
Due to the virus we found very limited opportunities, so we decided to donate a
check to five local charities. 

--Caregivers, volunteers that assist the elderly in so many ways 
--Cheers for Children, Ventura Unified School District campaign to help families in
need at this time of year 
--Food Share, at a time of such need helping feed families that are struggling to get
by 
--Winter Weather Response Plan, a program to give essential supplies to help
homeless individuals this winter administered through The River Community Church
--Project Understanding, which provides hope by helping to transform lives in our
community

There are so many worthwhile charities and we encourage you to help any one of
these or others ones that have a special meaning to you this Holiday Season if you
are able. Certainly, please shop locally as much as you safely can as all of our local
businesses need our support now more than ever to keep their doors open into the
New Year.—Dan Long

Bah Humbug—No General Meeting This Month

The MVCC will not have a general meeting this December. We usually have a
potluck, some local stories of our history or guest speakers that enlighten us about
worthy causes in our area. Obviously, that is not possible and most of us are a little
tired of virtual meetings.

We will meet again on January 14 with a tentative schedule of speakers including:
Haili Matsukawa, Ventura Water, who will update us on the Water/Wastewater
program; Daniel Wall, Ventura Emergency Officer, who has some interesting plans
to keep us safe; and Peter Gilli, Ventura Community Development Director, who will
speak about the City’s General Plan. 

Bennett Moves from County Supervisor to State Assembly

Steve Bennett joined the state
Assembly this week after serving on the
Ventura County Board of Supervisors
for 20 years. Taking the Midtown
Ventura resident’s spot on the county
board is Mayor Matt LaVere, who
resigned from the Ventura City Council
on Monday night.

Bennett has been a longtime force in
Ventura County politics, having served
on the Board of Supervisors for 20
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years before being termed out this year.
Previously, Bennett had served on the
Ventura City Council.

He now represents the 37th state
Assembly District, which stretches from
Oxnard to Lompoc and includes all of
Ventura. Monique Limón previously
represented the district and was elected
to the State Senate in November.

Bennett is a champion against urban
sprawl, leading countywide efforts to
pass Save Open Space and Agricultural
Resources (SOAR) Initiatives to slow
the development of farmland outside
city limits. He also led efforts to boost
the county’s social services.

Assemblyman Bennett has supported the MVCC, speaking at our meetings and
volunteering on the California Native Garden at Loma Vista School. Bennett
presented the MVCC board with an Earth Day award for the project in 2015.

LaVere’s move to the Board of Supervisors comes four years after joining the City
Council and serving as the mayor since December 2018. The City Council will swear
in LaVere’s successor Joe Schroeder along with new council members Doug Halter
and Mike Johnson on Monday.—Gregg Mansfield

New Bookstore Graces Midtown Ventura

Taking a leap of faith during the pandemic,
Megan and Kyle Murai has opened an
independent bookstore in Midtown Ventura.
The couple opened Timbre Books in mid-
October at 1924 East Main Street next to
Singing Sun Coffee.

The bright and airy bookstore features new
works by local authors, national best-selling
titles and children’s books. Megan Murai
(pictured) is running the store and grew up in
Ventura attending Ventura High School
before going off to college in Seattle.

The decision to open the bookstore during
the raging Covid-19 pandemic has caught the attention of Forbes magazine, which
published a story on Timbre Books. Murai told legendary author/journalist Ivor Davis
for a story in the VC Reporter that it had long been their dream to open a bookstore.

“Some friends thought we were crazy to open a bookstore when we face such stiff
competition from all the online conglomerates. But we said, ‘there is something about
a physical store that you just can’t get online,’” Murai said in the VC Reporter, later
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adding, “we hope that Timbre will become a popular place for our community to
develop around books and writing.”

Learn more about Timbre Books at timbrebooks.com.—Gregg Mansfield

Santa Says Shop Local!

Now more than ever it's important to
support your local shops and
restaurants. Santa recently visited Ex
Voto Chocolates & Confections in
Midtown Ventura to pick up some treats
for his elves.
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