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We're taking the day off for Valentine's Day! Enjoy the
evening with friends or family - no monthly meeting.

Greetings Midtowners -

Happy Valentine's Day! We're going to take that day off and not have a General
Meeting in February. We hope this will free up time to do something special for
your partner, your kids, or your friends.

Representatives of Ventura's Community Councils got together on January 31 to
talk about the new General Plan, share ideas, and figure out how to effectively
promote community engagement. The meeting was organized by the College
Community Council. In addition to the Midtown Ventura Community Council,
members from the Eastside Community Council, Montalvo Community Council,
and Westside Community Council participated. We have a lot of issues in
common, and each community has particular issues. The City has delayed
working on the General Plan until July 2019. That gives us more time to be
visionary about the next twenty years. Let's think differently about traffic and
infrastructure, water, housing, climate change fire resiliency, a healthy
community, our cultural resources, and more.

At our January General Meeting, then Ventura Water Assistant General Manager
Susan Rungren shared Ventura's plan for water. Susan is now the Interim General
Manager, after former General Manager Kevin Brown left to take a job in

Ohio. We're catching up with our local water; as of Saturday, February 1, Ventura
had received 12.63 inches of rain so far this season, 177% of normal. Channel
Drive was true to its name, and kids were briefly surfing there.

For more information on local rainfall click here

Having a sustainable water supply continues to be an important local, state,
national, and international issue. Even after this drought is over (and it will be
some day), we need to keep conserving and to continue to advocate for long
term water planning. Ventura is on track to have a sustainable water supply for
the future. It's critical to manage demand through education and pricing. And it
is crucial to manage supply, including by maximizing reuse, by efficiently using
the resources we have, by making the state water connection, and if necessary
by implementing desalinization as the voters approved years ago.



https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.vcwatershed.net/fws/AutoMedia.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midtown-Ventura-Community-Council/129331720473080
http://instagram.com/midtownfoodtruckfriday

On January 28 | heard a presentation at City Council by Larry Haynes, Executive
Director of Mercy House, which has been selected to manage Neal's Place,
Ventura's homeless shelter, set to open by the end of the year. | was very
impressed by how compassionate and effective Mercy House is. They emphasize
working a plan with each resident to get them into permanent housing. They're
considerate of neighbors. | look forward to this next step in addressing
homelessness.

Elections for Midtown Officers and other members of the Board of Directors will
be held in March. Let me, or another Board member, know if you're interested
in serving. Nominations may also be made from the floor at the March General

Meeting; nominees must be present.

After the rain, it's clear and beautiful. Take a walk around your
neighborhood. Talk to someone you haven't met before.

Together we are stronger!

Karen Flock, Chair

24 Hour Fitness Comes to Midtown

Many of us remember the Barker Brothers
Building that closed in 1991 and has been empty
ever since.

¥ Now it has a new life as a 24 Hour Fitness Super
Sport Gym.

The unique historical facade that was once the entrance to the Barker Brothers
store has been beautifully preserved but note that the actual entrance is around
the back side of the building.

| decided to check it out because | saw that they honored SilverSneakers which
is an included benefit of my health plan. What a surprise! There is something for
everyone including a lap pool, Kids Club, every piece of equipment you would
ever want to use, plus a variety of classes. For seniors like me, there are Senior
Fitness, SilverSneakers and/or Zumba Gold classes every day during the week.
Aqua aerobics is also offered.



Check it out at 24hourfitness.com

- Pamela Hazard

Heavy Rains Can Provide Unique Opportunities

This newspaper clipping from 21 years ago shows an unusually high rainfall.

Staff photo by Rob Varela
RK: Bobby Barajas, rowing, and Rick Trevino use floodwaters along Channel Drive and Lemon Grove Avenue in
a to take a cruise in a rowboat the drenched morning of Feb. 3.

More recently there have been sightings of kayaks and surfboards traversing the
heavy flow down the middle of Channel Drive. Please keep your eyes out for
those folks who choose to play in the rain while traveling our local roads. And
stay safe Midtowners.

DON'T MISS FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY FEBRUARY 15!

Extend your Valentine's Celebration and join us from
5p - 9p for Midtown Ventura's Food Truck Friday at
the Pacific View Mall on February 15. Delicious food,
live music and plenty of kids' activities are just a few
reasons to attend!

Stop by and Say hello to the Midtown Ventura LIVE MUSIC!
Community Council members who volunteer to

answer questions and would love to talk with

you about our community. The sodas and water

available under the yellow tent, for a small


https://www.24hourfitness.com

donation, help fund community programs.

The Midtown Ventura Community Council main tent.

Neighbors from near and far have come to love
the delicious mix of local and Los Angeles based
food trucks all together in one location behind
the mall in the Trader Joe's parking lot area.

Portable heaters, tables and chairs are provided by the mall so even a chilly evening is enjoyable.

The Pacific View Mall and Midtown Ventura Community Council partner together
to bring this event to the community the third Friday of the month from January
through October.

- Heather Lacayo-Neace

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE MARCH 14, WHEN WE WILL HOLD OUR
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR THE COMING YEAR!

Cooper Hall at Grace Church



65 S. MacMillan Avenue.

7pm

Thursday, March 14

MVCC Board of Directors & Committee Chairs

Karen Flock,
Chair

805.850.2591

Pamela Hazard,
Corresponding
Secretary

805.570.7423

David Ferrin,
Newsletter
Co-Chair
805.653.5088

Heather Lacayo-Neace,

Newsletter
Co-Chair
310.866.9783

Gregg Mansfield,
Vice Chair

805.276.5135

John Jones,
Treasurer

& Community Pride
Co-Chair
805.628.2520

Cherie Egbert,
Community Pride
Co-Chair
805.901.0090

Nora Paulson,
Secretary

805.320.8700

Dan Long,

Historic Committee
Co-Chair
805.653.6573

Rick Manzer,
Historic Committee
Co-Chair
805.844.2291

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING

Thursday, March 14, 7 PM

Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue
AGENDA
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https://www.midtownventura.org/midtown-ventura-agenda
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/midtown-ventura-agenda
https://www.midtownventura.org/projects
https://www.facebook.com/Venturasfoodtruckfridays/
https://www.midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-33-07/environmental-design-checklist
https://www.midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-24-23/mvcc-officers
https://www.midtownventura.org/contact
http://www.midtownventura.org
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http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1111130192919&ea=&a=1132098858602
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1111130192919&p=oi

