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Our special guest speaker of the evening will be
Mayor Sofia Rubalcava. MVCC has always had a
tradition of giving new leaders in our city an
opportunity to informally speak about what inspired
them to become more engaged in public service,
their background and other topics of their choosing to
help attendees become better acquainted with our
new mayor. The mayor will be speaking after our
“Spotlight” guest.

First on the agenda Thursday evening will be an up-
to-date report of the Covid-19 vaccination status from
a county representative who will also answer questions.

Up next will be Darrick Brunk, Special Operations Commander with the Ventura
Police Department, who will give a brief update on activities of concern for neighbors
to be aware of in the community.

We are bringing back our “Spotlight on Volunteers/Nonprofits" to provide a short
overview of a local organization. Tammy Glenn, executive director of Caregivers:
Volunteers Assisting the Elderly will speak about their efforts.

Our last presentation of the evening will be the latest information on Ventura
Water/Wastewater possible new rates for both departments. On January 26, the
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Water Commission for the city of Ventura, voted unanimously to recommend that
City Council increase both water rates by 7 percent annually and wastewater
services 6 percent annually for the next five years. Ventura Water General Manager
Susan Rungren and Assistant City Manager Akbar Alikhan will speak and take
qguestions afterward as time is allowed.

The virtual meeting will be from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday. We try to keep all meetings
to an hour and a half as we try to respect your valuable time.

You must register ahead of time for the meeting to be able to participate by
registering above or midtownventura.org and the link will be sent out ahead of the
meeting.—Dan Long

Midtown Commons Moves Closer to Fruition

The Midtown Commons Parking Lot
project is entering the next phase and
is expected to begin construction in
the spring. A contractor has been
identified to build out the design and
an approval of this contractor is
scheduled for the Ventura City
Council meeting on Feb. 22.

The Midtown Commons Parking Lot
project is a partnership with the City
of Ventura and Midtown Ventura
Community Council to beautify the
parking lot by adding raised curbed
islands, pavers, concrete curbs, bioswales for stormwater runoff, landscaping,
possibly a pavement mural, and asphalt repairs. The landscaping includes plants,
trees, rocks, stepping stones and mulch. The design was coordinated with the city’s
Parks and Recreation Department and the Midtown Ventura Community Council,
who contributed $20,000 to this project.

The Midtown Commons Parking Lot is located between Katherine and Hartman
drives, south of Main Street. This parking lot is utilized by surrounding businesses on
Main Street and Thompson Boulevard. Bioswales will be landscaped with drought
tolerant plantings and rock scaping to beautify the area and meet City Council
beautification goals. In consultation with Parks & Recreation, there are eight small
trees along the perimeter of the parking lot that will be removed. However, the
project includes adding six new tree wells and trees within the parking lot. The
existing “Stone Pine” trees that are in the interior of the parking lot will all remain in
place. For more information regarding this project, please contact Luis Mejia here.

You can see more about the project on our website under the Community Pride
header but some of the details and designs are not the most recent. We want to
thank two MVCC members who donated countless hours of their time to make this
project possible. Brian Brodersen, Brodersen Associates, Landscape Architect and
David Ferrin, Arketype Architects who both help design Midtown Commons.

And thank you to those who attended Food Truck Friday over the years. A portion of
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the money you spent with the food trucks helped raise money for this beautification
project—dJennifer Buckley

EVCC will hold a District 4 Candidate Forum on Feb. 18

Ventura City Council member Erik Nasarenko resigned
his seat last month after being appointed Ventura County
District Attorney by the Ventura County Board of
Supervisors. His resignation left a vacancy in the District
4 Council seat which will be filled by appointment by the
City Council. The vote will be Feb. 20 or if necessary, to
finish up on Feb. 24 with the deadline of Feb. 26 due to
the City Charter.

The EVCC will hold a forum at its Thursday, Feb. 18
meeting for interested applicants. This will be in a Webinar format and your
questions will need to be submitted ahead of time. The forum will start at 7 p.m. and
will be moderated by David Maron from the League of Women Voters.

You will need to register ahead of time to attend the webinar. Please go to this link to
sign up:

Registration Link
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sx_vUZdeQ4aFylf7dIKh3w

Questions can be submitted to eastventuracc@gmail.com

MVCC Elections Set for March

The Midtown Ventura Community Council will hold its annual

election of Officers and the Board of Directors at its general @
meeting on Thursday, March 11 at 7 p.m.

Terms are for one year and to be eligible you must live, own VOTE

property or own a business within Midtown area boundaries ‘
and have attended at least one meeting in the past 12
months and completed a current membership application.

Positions up for election include Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and Co-
Secretary. The Chairpersons of Committees will also be elected.

Midtown boundaries are from both sides of Sanjon Road and Crimea Street through
the hillside on the west, both sides of Mills Road extending north to Foothill Road
and above on the east and Highway 101 to the south.

An ad-hoc committee will meet to determine eligible candidates and a proposed
slate of officers. Please contact any Board member if you are interested in serving as
an Officer or Chairperson of a Committee. Nominations may also be taken from the
floor.

Being part of the MVCC is a great way to give back to your community, whether it's
through the council's Midtown Commons or Emma/Main Street improvements,
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Adopt-A-School projects or other upcoming events.

The elections will be near the beginning of the meeting. (Note some changes to the
existing bylaws online were voted at a previous General Membership meeting,
before we had virtual meetings, and have not been updated yet on our website.)—
Dan Long

Free Seminar Aims to Improve Civility

For many reasons, civil dialogue between people of
differing views, has become more difficult. As Covid-19
rates start to fall, and businesses open up, we will
once again find ourselves in a greater number of face-
to-face conversations with others.

It's been a rather stressful and polarizing time this past
year If you would like to brush up on skills that will
enhance your civil communication then the following
free workshop on February 27 from 2-4 pm may be of interest.

Ventura resident Russ Chardonnay, president of theWorldwide Civility
Council, will present an engaging and interactive 90-minute Complimentary
Zoom workshop that will include tools and resources that people can use right
away.

Here are the Zoom instructions:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/895032222727
pwd=TEZXQ1dJbEZRbIFXWkoyZnZmdS9ndz09

Meeting ID: 895 0322 2272

Passcode: 029780
One tap mobile +12532158782, 89503222272#,*029780#

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council
Virtual Meeting

February 11, 2021, 7 p.m.

Covid-19 Vaccination Update

Ventura Police Department—Darrick Brunk, Special Operations Commander

Spotlight on Nonprofits—Tammy Glenn, executive director of Caregivers: Volunteers
Assisting the Elderly

Ventura Mayor Sofia Rubalcava

Ventura Water/Wastewater rates—Susan Rungren, Ventura Water General Manager
and Akbar Alikhan, Ventura Assist City Manager
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Website Agenda Community Resources
Pride

Midtown Ventura Community MVCC Board

Council

P.O. Box 1041
Ventura, CA 93002
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