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Recycling, Renovate and Action!

The Midtown Ventura Community Council mission statement is
"Dedicated to the Preservation, Enhancement and Revitalization
of the Midtown" and our speakers at our Thursday, Feb. 13,
meeting will address some of our ongoing goals.
 
Part of preserving our community involves reducing waste and
recycling more. There are ever-changing percentages and
materials that will need to be collected and fewer international
options where it can be reutilized. E.J. Harrison & Sons has

always been on the cutting edge of waste management and continues planning
for the future since its inception.

Unfortunately, some don't always know items go in each of the barrels even with
the education that comes with their bills every other month. I recently saw a large
amount of styrofoam loaded into the blue recycle barrel, which is not recyclable,
on Thompson Boulevard. None of us are
perfect but with the help of Nan Drake,
Mike Harrison and Bill Camarillo to help us
help be more environmentally minded. Read
about the changing marketplace here.

Bill Camarillo will give a short talk about
the tan barrel and the future of organic
waste. Mike Harrison will explain the
process of rebuilding the picking line at
Gold Coast Recycle to make it more efficient.

All of our communities work on enhancing their areas and always try to refresh
their neighborhoods and business corridors. The City of Ventura certainly does a
lot of work throughout the city but there never seems to be enough to do
everything that citizens would like.

The City Council has approved $100,000 from the Measure O fund for community
beautification grants to meet the Council goal of implementing beautification
projects in our public spaces. Since this is our tax money at work, the projects
proposed must be on city property.

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://midtownventura.org/351
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midtown-Ventura-Community-Council/129331720473080
http://instagram.com/midtownfoodtruckfriday


Stacey Zarazua, Recreation Manager, and Tom Martin, Parks Manager, from the
City of Ventura will talk about the grant program and explain of how it will work.
The program should roll out soon and the grants may range from $1000 to
$10,000 each that can go for projects not funded by CDBG funds. Planting more
trees is something our MVCC is interested in, one example of a possible use for a
grant.

First up at the meeting will be a brief update from the Ventura Police Department
for the midtown area followed by our Spotlight on Volunteers/Nonprofits. This
month we will have a short presentation from the local business owners who have
launched The Caffrodite Community Collective. (See the story below)
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Work on Main Street Projects to Resume

Work is expected to start soon on two construction projects on Main Street across
from Ventura High School that has been idle for the past few months. The lack of
progress had residents wondering what happened, especially when there is a
large hole was dug for a foundation and underground parking.

The developments at the corner of Main and Coronado streets are actually two
separate projects by different developers. The project with the "big dig" is going
to be 26 condominium units and nearly 3,900 square feet on the ground floor.
The initial work was done under the grading permit and on Jan. 30 the city issued
the building permit, so construction is expected to start soon on the three-story
building.

The second project is Villa San Clemente where 10 condominiums and 5,554
square feet of commercial space is being built. The developer is waiting for
Edison to underground the power poles on the stretch of Main Street from
Coronado to San Clemente and restart construction on the three-story building,
according to the city.-Gregg Mansfield

Loma Vista School Outdoor Education



Jill Santos and Christine Burke

MVCC dedicated the California Coastal Native Garden in the fall of 2014 at
Loma Vista Elementary School, 300 Lynn Drive, Ventura, with the help of
many volunteers and sponsors. It is a perfect onsite teaching lab for Loma
Vista School, which is expanding their
Outdoor Education and MVCC is coordinating
a two-day program in March.

Professional instructors will teach the
students, from kindergarten through fifth-
grade, in the open air classroom, The
curriculum is age appropriate lessons with
classes divided into three groups for 15-
minute sessions learning about the benefits
of native ecosystems.  

The next "Second Saturday" garden workday will be Saturday, March 14 from
8:30 to 11 a.m. Come join Laura Bauer, Cherie Egbert and Laura Maher to
spruce up the garden and answer questions about the diverse plants at the
site.

The Caffrodite Community Collective

A group of dedicated community supporters have come together to help re-
open Caffrodite as a supportive, welcoming space that encourages creativity,
diversity and community building. Their Cosmic Community Space is for co-
working, meeting, pop-ups, film shoots organic catering and events.
Thefront of the house is a dedicated
Eco-Gift shop with Organic coffee and
pastries. Individual and organization
memberships are available and the
Coffee/Eco-Gift shop business hours
are Friday-Sunday, 7 am to 1 pm. For
more information, call 805-651-3884
or email caffrodite@gmail.com.

The new Midtown Merchants, a group
of local business owners working on
improving their street presence, will
have their next meeting there at 10 am on Tuesday, February 11 at 1987 E.
Main Street, Suite B, Ventura, CA. 93001.



Improvements are underway on the city-owned parking lot adjacent to
Community Memorial Hospital. The $410,000 project includes repaving, a
reconfigured parking layout, new lighting and raised curbed islands with drought
tolerant plantings.
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NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
Thursday, February 13, 2020, 7 PM
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue

AGENDA

The Future of Recycling-Nan Drake, Mike Harrison & Bill Camarillo of E.J. Harrison
& Sons

https://www.midtownventura.org/midtown-ventura-agenda


Ventura Police Department

Spotlight on Volunteers/Nonprofits: The Caffrodite Community Collective-Jill
Santos and Christine Burke

Measure O Grant Program-Stacey Zarazua, recreation manager, and Tom Martin,
parks manager, for the City of Ventura                                                
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