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Ventura’s New Economic Development Manager
Talks Jobs

Ventura’s newly appointed economic development
manager will talk jobs at the Midtown Ventura
Community Council meeting on Thursday at 7 pm.

Meredith Hart will speak about the efforts to attract
new business to Ventura and the improving
business outlook in Midtown. Several businesses
have opened in Midtown Ventura, filling up some
empty businesses on Main Street and Thompson Boulevard.

Hart was named the economic development manager in January, having served as
the interim economic development manager since October 2021. Previously, she
served as the City's Safe & Clean Manager, where she worked with businesses and
community groups to address homelessness and housing needs within the city.

During her time as the safe & clean manager, she developed successful policies and
programs with the Ventura City Council in various focuses, including the
development and creation of the City's first year-round shelter, proactive outreach
team, river bottom trash removal program, and most recently, supporting the Main
Street Moves program.

Hart will offer a brief update on where the city is in the process for issuing cannabis
retail licenses. Midtown has several locations under consideration for a retail store,
though the City Council will have the final approval. Up to five retail cannabis
licenses are available for the city.

The Community Council spotlight this month will feature Talia Barrera, a manager
from the Farmworker Resource Program, which is part of Ventura County’s Human
Services Agency.

Cmdr. Derrick Brunk of the Ventura Police Department will review the crime stats
from January and any issues with the Community Council’s district, which includes
the city’s two hospitals and the Pacific View Mall.

MVCC board member Dan Long will update the proposed art sculpture designed by
Eric Richards for Midtown Commons, a parking-lot improvement project off
Katherine Drive near Thompson Boulevard. The improvements are a public-private
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partnership with the city.

The 7 p.m. meeting will take place via Zoom. Participants can register here.—Gregg
Mansfield

Community Council Recognizes Retiring VPD Officer

The Midtown Ventura Community
Council wanted to say thank you to
Ventura Police Department officer
Bernadette Compean for her many
years of service to our city. You may
have seen her at public events with
towed vehicles that had been
smashed up due to drinking and
driving. Officer Compean not only
spoke all over the city to educate us
about the dangers of drinking and
getting behind the wheel, she also
made sure that all alcohol businesses
were compliant to all laws.

Officer Compean would provide
thorough reports to the Planning
Commission, where I saw her during my 12 years, actively dealing with existing
alcohol license changes and new applicants. Her professionalism represented our
city very well.

Officer Bernadette Compean joined the Ventura Police Department in January 1997.
She worked patrol several times, served as a detective for five years, as a staff
member at the Police Academy, and most recently, served as the Alcohol and
Beverage Control (ABC) Officer for the past nine years. As the ABC officer, she
oversaw all 350 licensed alcohol establishments in Ventura (the most in Ventura
County!) and secured many grants to educate retailers on responsible beverage
service and compliance. She was a dedicated public servant for 25 years and we
wish her the best in her retirement.

Officer Tyler Buck has been selected as the next Alcohol and Beverage Control
Officer and can be reached directly here.

Ventura Police Chief Darin Schindler honored Officer Compean on her retirement
after 25 years with the city.—Dan Long

MVCC Board Elections set for March Vote

Our Midtown Ventura Community Council annual
election for executive officers and board members at
large will take place at our virtual meeting on March 10.
The Board will meet as the nominating committee and
may come up with a slate of officers. All at-large board
members will also be considered. 

Nominations will also be taken from the floor for
Executive Officers and at large board members. If
others interested in serving we would like to hear from
you. Currently, we have nine board members and the Bylaws allow for as many as
11 members.

To be eligible to vote, or be on the board or serve as an executive officer, one must
be a member of the Midtown Ventura Community Council and have attended at least
one meeting ("virtually") in the last calendar year To be a member one must live,
own property or own a business within our Midtown boundaries. 

The boundaries for Midtown Ventura are: Highway 101 to the South; San Jon
Road/San Jon Barranca/Crimea Street (east side) to the West Mills Road (both
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sides); and the crest line of the Ventura hills to the North.

You must also fill out a membership form. If you are not already a member, please
fill out a membership form and return it before the meeting. Register to be a member
here.—Karen Flock
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Public Safety Update—Commander Derrick Brunk, Ventura Police Department

Community Council Spotlight: Farmworker Resource Program—Talia Barrera,
County of Ventura, Human Services Agency

Midtown Commons Art Sculpture Update

Website Agenda Community
Pride

Resources About

Midtown Ventura Community

Council
P.O. Box 1041

Ventura, CA 93002

MVCC Board

 ​

https://midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-24-23/membership
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/midtown-ventura-agenda
https://www.midtownventura.org/projects
https://www.midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-33-07/environmental-design-checklist
https://www.midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-24-23/mvcc-officers
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-24-23/mvcc-officers
https://www.facebook.com/MIdtownVentura/

