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Being a Good Neighbor

Midtown Ventura is fortunate to be home to several
murals. When the mural at the corner of Main Street and
Hurst Avenue went missing, residents and artists took
notice.

Sivan Windows and Doors moved into the corner location
and decided to give the outside a fresh coat of white paint
including the mural of a woman with waves done by artist Evan Mendel. You’ve seen
his other work around town at the Lu Ross building on Thompson Boulevard in
downtown Ventura

About a month ago artists noticed the
striking mural of a woman was replaced
with the company’s logo, phone number
and website. It was a stunning
transformation of the single-story building,
turning a memorable location into
potentially a large canvas for taggers.

The business heard from residents and
Sivan Windows reached out to Mendel to
make it right. Last week, the Ventura
County native painted a new mural in its
place. While the new wall mural has some
similarities to the old one, it has a fresh look and will grab the attention of people
passing by.

“I’ve been overwhelmed by all of the positive feedback and appreciation,” Mendel
wrote on an Instagram post. “It’s been a great reminder on why I love making public
art so much.”

Mendel asked his followers to update or remove any negative reviews they may
have left online.

Kudos to the Sivan Windows and Doors for recognizing its mistake and to Mendel
working it out amicably. Here’s to enjoying the beautiful new mural for years to
come.—Gregg Mansfield
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Ventura Mayor to Speak at Thursday’s MVCC Meeting

Ventura Mayor Joe Schroeder and
acting City Manager Akbar Alikhan
will be the featured speakers at the
Midtown Ventura Community Council
meeting on Thursday, February 9.

Attendees will get an update from the
Ventura Land Trust on the damage to
its trails from January’s mega storm
and a presentation on the city’s Active
Transportation Plan. Ventura Police
Department will provide a public
safety update.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. via Zoom. A link to register is available here.

Mayor Schroeder now represents a large portion of Midtown Ventura after
redistricting was completed in early 2022. Schroeder, who was elected to the
Ventura City Council in 2020, will talk about the new council’s goal-setting session
and other city issues. The mayor will take questions after his presentation.

Attendees can learn more about Alikhan, who was named Ventura’s acting city
manager in December. Among the topics Alikhan is expected to talk about is the
damage from the storms to city infrastructure such as the Pier and adding green
space in the city.

Leslie Velez, outreach manager for Ventura Land Trust, will update the damage to
Harmon Canyon and the organization’s plans to celebrate its 20th anniversary.

Tim Gallagher on behalf of the city will provide an update on the Ventura Active
Transportation Plan. The city is in the final plan for public review and will host
community events in February to showcase priority projects and programs included
in the plan.

The Ventura Police Department will start the MVCC with its monthly public safety
update.

A Midtown Adaptive Reuse Legacy

Barbara and Rolland Fitzgerald opened the Fuller Paint
store on Thompson Boulevard in 1969. Before that,
they went to the same building together when it was a
movie theater. Their daughter, Rhonda, was 6-years
old when her parents opened the store and pretty much
grew up there along with other family members.
Dwayne and Rhonda Harris own the Fuller Paint and
Glass building and operated a very successful local
business serving this community for many years.

Rhonda’s parents had a small African lion cub and on
occasion, when they had a sale, they would surround
the little cub with stacks of 5-gallon paint buckets and
folks would come in to see “Bimbo.” Bimbo was on the
cover of TV Guide with Tony Curtis back in the day.
Bimbo had a wonderful life with the family until he grew
a little older and went to live in a zoo in New Jersey.

In 1969, a 1-gallon can of paint was $5.90 but the on-
sale price was $3.98. You could buy a new screen door
for $7.95 and bring in your own container to refill with
paint thinner for 24 cents a gallon.

https://www.venturalandtrust.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81632507728?pwd=bld0SmxyMURyc2JmNTd3OENnTlhCUT09


They are closing the store as it is time now for them to retire and will be leasing the
entire property, which will become a new ACE Hardware store. Mike Kurzeka, who
owns a store on Kimball Road and one in Woodland Hills, is the new owner. Aim
Glass and Mirror Service has purchased the glass business, which will relocate and
keep the employees and the same phone number.

So many people have trusted and appreciated their great quality of service and the
friendly knowledgeable staff for years. Customers and neighbors have been coming
in the last several weeks to say goodbye. While it is somewhat bittersweet for
Dwayne and Rhonda, they are looking forward to visiting family and taking some
well-deserved time off.

I personally have shopped there for years, especially for all my glass needs when
replacing windows, and have always sent clients and neighbors there for paint, stain
and glass. We will miss them very much but are happy to see another local
community serving business similar to what is there now.—Dan Long

Community Memorial Updates Name, Logo

Community Memorial is getting a new
logo, name and colors as part of a
rebrand for the Midtown Ventura-
based healthcare system. Moving
forward, hospitals in Ventura and Ojai as well as clinics will fall the Community
Memorial Healthcare banner.

The hospital system opted to rebrand from Community Memorial Health System
because having multiple names and logos, created some confusion for its patients.
The new logo is a green, purple and blue wave as a nod to Ventura County’s coastal
location. Officials said it will take several months to update signage for programs
such as Community Memorial Health Center (formerly Centers for Family Health)
and Community Memorial Urology (formerly San Buenaventura Urology Center).

Community Memorial Hospital’s name remains unchanged.

Read More

Beautification Project Nearing Completion 

A beautification project at Main Street and Emma
Avenue is one step closer to completion. MVCC board
members removed about 3” of soil from a median to
make way for mulch, the final step in the project
funded by a Measure O grant.

More than a year ago, volunteers planted five new
Marina Strawberry trees, several native ground cover
plants and wildflowers.

The plants and trees have established and once the
mulch is added later this month, it should control the
weeds on the city-owned property.–Gregg Mansfield

City Launches Insta-Permits

The City of Ventura has launched an Online
Permit Services (OPS) that allows residents
apply and receive permits instantly for
replacing windows, water heaters and more.

https://www.mycmh.org/about-us/new-look/


There are a few caveats to the program such
as the work must be completed on private
property and the property must be less than 40
years old if changing materials on reroofs or
windows. The online system should make life
easier the next time the water or wall heater
needs to replace.

Learn more about the program here. 

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council
Virtual Meeting (link)
February 9, 2023, 7 p.m.

Public Safety Update—Cmdr. Edward Caliento, Ventura Police Department

Ventura Mayor Joe Schroeder

Acting City Manager Akbar Alikhan

Ventura Land Trust Storm Damage—Leslie Velez, Outreach Director

Active Transportation Plan Update—Tim Gallagher for City of Ventura

Website Agenda Community
Pride

Resources About

Midtown Ventura Community

Council
P.O. Box 1041

Ventura, CA 93002

MVCC Board

 ​

https://www.cityofventura.ca.gov/1854/Permit-Services
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81632507728?pwd=bld0SmxyMURyc2JmNTd3OENnTlhCUT09
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/midtown-ventura-agenda
https://www.midtownventura.org/projects
https://www.midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-33-07/environmental-design-checklist
https://www.midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-24-23/mvcc-officers
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-24-23/mvcc-officers
https://www.facebook.com/MIdtownVentura/

