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February 8 Meeting and More

The Midtown Ventura Community Council (MVCC) will hold
its monthly meeting via Zoom at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
February 8, 2024. (Register here)

First on the agenda will be Ventura Police Department
Commander Edward (Ted) Caliento who will provide an
update on recent Midtown service calls and crime
prevention methods for citizens to implement.

Lisa Burton will provide the nonprofit spotlight on the National Search Dog Rescue
Foundation.

The main focus of the meeting is to discuss opportunities for greater access to school
playgrounds after school hours. The Midtown Ventura Community Council’s interest has
long had an interest in advocacy for open space and parks. Our schools can play an
important role in providing additional outdoor access for Midtown residents. Robin

Mark, Los Angeles Program Director at the Trust for Public Land (TPL), will be
presenting.

The Trust for Public Land is a nonprofit, operating nationally, with a mission to “create
parks and protect land for people, ensuring healthy, livable communities for generations
to come.” Locally, TPL helped the City acquire the land for Kellogg Park and then
worked to fund, design, and construct the 2.5-acre park on the Avenue.
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Through its Community Schoolyards initiative, TPL is committed to partnering with
communities and school administrators “to open schoolyards to the public after school
hours and transform them from blacktops into vibrant play spaces, connecting students
and neighbors alike to the benefits of the outdoors.” Robin will present more information
about the Trust for Public Land, the importance of green schoolyards, and a select few
of the nearly 300 examples of successful schoolyards projects that improve student
education outcomes, community health, and climate resiliency.

We've invited City Council members, other City representatives, Ventura Unified School
District (VUSD) Board members and other VUSD representatives to hear about this
topic. MVCC Committee Chairs will provide updates on their work.

Parks and Open Space

I's important to make parks and open space accessible to all, and we want to work
together to find solutions. This is particularly important for children. There are issues
related to liability, health and safety and we believe we can address them as we
collaborate to improve the community for our children and residents.

The General Plan Advisory Committee addressed Parks and Open Space at its
meeting on January 29, 2024. Included in draft Goals and Policies is “1.12: Ventura
Unified School District collaboration. Work closely with ... school district to improve
community access to school facilities, including pool, athletic fields and

playgrounds. Establish procedures for the creation of joint sites, including the division
of maintenance responsibility.” Included in draft Implementation Actions is: “Shared Use
Agreements. Work with the Ventura Unified School District to create shared use
agreements for all schools in Ventura. Strive to increase the number of schools
included in the shared use agreements by one per year until all schools are included.”

Homeless Count

Midtowners who participated in the Ventura County Point In Time Homeless Count on
January 24, 2024 included John Jones, Dan Long, Jeff Lambert and me. John, Dan
and | counted in Midtown. It was an eye-opening opportunity to see how unhoused
folks are doing. We talked with several folks in Midtown. | hope they’ve been able to
stay dry during the recent rains. When we visited Ocean Park, we saw that the
landscaping and accessibility improvements are finally being done on the slope north of
the park. Kudos to David Ferrin, who first championed these improvements.

City Council Goal Planning

The Ventura City Council held its annual Goal Planning retreat on February 3,

2024. Community Development was a focus, including the General Plan (draft planned
by September, with approval in early 2025), implementing the approved Housing
element, the Climate Action Resilience Plan, the Active Transportation Plan, and the
Homeless Plan (projected for March 2024 review). Tenant Protection, a program in the
Housing Element, was a focus; a Request for Proposals (RFP) was released for work
on this issue.

Let’s keep working together to make Midtown Ventura a better place to live, work, and
play. “See” you at the General Meeting..—Karen Flock



Retired NFL Player's Art Showcased at Midtown Gallery

Former NFL player Chris Gocong has a solo art
exhibit that recently made its debut at the Dama
Gallery, 1793 E. Main St., in Midtown Ventura.
The exhibit features abstract, pop art and
wearable pieces from Gocong, who grew up in
Carpinteria and lives in Santa Barbara with his
wife and two daughters.

Gocong was a third-round draft pick out of Cal
Poly-San Luis Obispo in 2006 by the
Philadelphia Eagles and played linebacker for
six seasons for the Eagles and Cleveland
Browns. Gocong played 67 career games and
had 314 tackles.

After retiring from the NFL, Gocong turned to painting as a form of active meditation for
healing. His work has already been featured in several galleries through Southern
California since retiring from professional football.

The exhibit is free to view and will available through April 30 at Dama Gallery. The
gallery is open from noon to 3 p.m.—Gregg Mansfield

AutoZone Building Gets City Approval

Ventura’s Planning
Commission -
unanimously approved
plans in late January for e
a new AutoZone to
replace the Midtown
business that was
destroyed by two fires A7 [
in 2022. As part of the —1- Vi
approval, AutoZone is

making public right-of-way improvements including a ramp with handrails at the corner
of Main Street and Katherine Drive.

AutoZone plans to build a new 5,980-square-foot building on the vacant lot to replace
the store that burned in May 2022. The new building will generally keep the same
height, form and massing as the previous buildings. However, the project will provide
additional parking between AutoZone and Stephen’s Market as well as landscaping
improvements.

AutoZone is expected to start construction on the mid-century modern building at 2610
East Main Street later this year. AutoZone currently has temporary store on Thompson
Boulevard at San Clemente Street.—Gregg Mansfield



Emma Avenue Cleanup

After the recent rains, a few Midtown Ventura Community
Council members cleaned up the beds on Emma Avenue at
Main Street. The MVCC planted in November 2021 native plants
and Marina Strawberry trees at the intersection as well as
California poppies.

The beautification project was funded through a Measure O
grant from the City of Ventura. The project has brightened the
entrance to the Lemon Grove neighborhood.

Ocean Park Connectivity

Crews continue landscape behind Brisa 29 in
the 1500 block of Thompson Boulevard in
Midtown. The bridge and project will connect to
nearby Ocean Park with the hope of activating
the under-utilized park.

Construction on the 29 units was completed in
2023 and the landscaping is the final step. The
MVCC advocated for the park access and
knows young families will appreciate it.

MVCC to Hold Board Elections March 14

The Midtown Ventura Community Council annual 5
election for executive officers and board members at- 9
large will take place on March 14 in Cooper Hall at “
Grace Church, 65 MacMillan Ave. Midtown Ventura

The Board will meet as the nominating committee and Sl gy el

may come up with a slate of officers. All at-large board Elections
members will also be considered. Nominations will also / 7~

be taken from the floor for Executive Officers and at = %Q
large board members. If others are interested in serving, OO

we would like to hear from you. Currently, we have nine
board members and the Bylaws allow for as many as 11
members.

To be eligible to vote, or be on the board or serve as an executive officer, one must be
a member of the Midtown Ventura Community Council and have attended at least one
meeting ("virtually or in-person") in the last calendar year To be a member one must



live, own property or own a business within our Midtown boundaries.
The boundaries for Midtown Ventura are: Highway 101 to the South; San Jon

Road/San Jon Barranca/Crimea Street (east side) to the West Mills Road (both sides);
and the crest line of the Ventura hills to the North. You must also fill out a membership

form.

If you are not already a member, please fill out a membership form and return it before
the meeting. Register to be a member here.—Karen Flock
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