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MVCC Hosting Virtual General Meeting Thursday
The Midtown Ventura Community Council will be holding a virtual General
Meeting on Thursday, June 11 at 7 p.m. on the Go To Meeting platform.

The "Wellness District" is part of the MVCC community and both Hospitals play a
key role in our economic health and are major employers. Along with the
surrounding ancillary medical businesses, Midtown Ventura is an economic hub
for not just the city but the county as well.

The topic will be a kind of a "State of our Hospitals" looking at conditions pre-
Covid-19 adjustments they made during this ongoing crisis, and their
perspectives as we emerge. How is the health and well-being of all the staff?
What safety precautions have been implemented for anyone entering the
hospitals? How the community may help and what should we be aware of now
and as we move forward. The discussion is not about the virus itself but rather
how both hospitals needed to adapt quickly and what future planning and policies
may needed to be implemented to deal with future emergencies.

Our two speakers will be Gary Wilde, Community Memorial System CEO and Chair
of the California Hospital Associations' Board of Trustees, along with Barry
Zimmerman, Chief Deputy Director of the Ventura County Health Care Agency.

We will stick to just those two speakers on the agenda to be followed by
questions.
We will be using written chat type questions after both speakers have finished.

Space is limited. If you would like to register to join the meeting, use the link
here and you will need to sign up to participate by Thursday, June 11, by 5 p.m.

Look for the Helpers

This famous advice from Mister Rogers never rang so true.
Fortunately, you do not have to look far to find many people
who are those helpers--neighbors helping neighbors in so
many ways when a need arises.

Community Memorial Hospital alone received over 125,000
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Dan Long, Chair

pieces of donated Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) with so
many of our citizens using virtual patterns to hand sew some of
these PPE items at home.

Local Mark Draganchuk, who owns Dragan RV, responded to the
need for nurses and doctors to stay near their family on their
property, while keeping them safe from exposure to the virus,
by renting RV's to them for $1 a month.

Americans in every city came out the next morning to help clean up after some
violent people disrupted peaceful protests by looting, dishonoring those seeking
reform needing their voices to be heard.

All of us are facing varying dramatic changes to our lives with many facing tragic
losses, both personally and financially, due to Covid-19. Along with the virus, so
many citizens have faced years of systemic social injustices including food
insecurity, along with the lack of affordable housing, health care, education and
employment opportunities.

I do hope all of us are stopping just to take a breath and reflect on our cultural
differences during these unsettling times. Everything going on is very stressful
and hopefully real positive change will actually occur out of these latest chapters
in our history.
 
-We need to learn to be better prepared for possible future global medical
emergencies.

-We need to learn to be more respectful and love each other no matter how
different our beliefs may be about religion and politics.

-We need to finally overcome racism which still paralyzes a brighter future for all.

We are forging through multiple serious issues facing our country but if we keep
communicating with each other and work to be one of the helpers, we will prevail
by striving to form a more perfect union.-Dan Long, Chair

Starbucks Seeks Approval for New Midtown Store



A proposed drive-thru Starbucks at the old Arby's restaurant in Midtown
Ventura goes before the city's Planning Commission on Wednesday, June 10.

The Seattle-based coffee chain is seeking permission to tear down a vacant
restaurant near Main Street and Mills Road, replacing it with a new 1,670
square-foot restaurant with a drive-through. Starbucks started the process
three years ago with the city and faced some opposition because of the
potential traffic that would be created.

A traffic study found the new Starbucks would add 1,362 additional car trips
daily compared to when the Arby's restaurant operated at the location. The
staff report indicates that traffic improvements would be focused mainly on
the property.

Under the new Emergency Ordinance adopted by City Council on May 18,
2020, this project is modified to have the Design Review Committee as a
recommending hearing body for the design of the project to the Planning
Commission for final action on the entire project.

The virtual meeting starts at 6 p.m. Wednesday. Read more here on the
Starbucks project.-Gregg Mansfield

Census Participation Rises in Midtown
Midtown Ventura continues to do its part when it comes to the U.S. Census.
The Midtown tracts participating in the self-reporting range from 66.7 to
77.7 percent. Self-response number for the City of Ventura is 69.6 percent,
while statewide the average is 61.6 percent.

The U.S. Census determines how federal funding is distributed in states and
local communities.

https://www.cityofventura.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/21604/2020-06-10_Item-2_PROJ-11006-Starbucks
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AGENDA

State of the Hospitals

Gary Wilde, CEO Community Memorial Health System and chair of California
Hospital Associations' Board of Trustees

Barry Zimmerman, Chief Deputy Director of the Ventura County Health Care
Agency
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