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Here we are in such beautiful surroundings, endlessly
waiting for the quality of our lives to improve with the
hope of getting vaccinated against this horrendous
virus. Awaking every day hoping Covid is diminishing
rather than increasing, wanting to see our schools
and businesses reopen and people having jobs to get
back to.

Not being able to spend time with our loved ones
outside of our immediate circle has been challenging.
Even going to the supermarket without being on edge
while trying to be so careful not to be exposed by a
contagion is weighing heavily on all of us.
 
Everyone is tired of being in lockdown and we hear complaints to open things up. I
can’t help but wonder if we had done a better job at the onset of this virus we may
already be visiting people outside of our “pod” and that thousands of people would
still be alive.

On top of Covid at its worst we are experiencing the result of our divided nation in
the most extreme measure at our Capitol.
 
You have to acknowledge that there is problem to be able to address a problem. We
certainly are seeing firsthand both these tragic events getting our full attention. We
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must be resolute in our working to listen to each other better and respectfully
appreciate our different points of view.

I am optimistic that we, both locally and nationally, can improve how we treat each
other even when we disagree by remembering it is not “us" against “them." 
 
We are all in this together and need to remember that we all love our city and our
country and we can do better.—Dan Long

Agenda For Thursday's General Meeting

The Midtown Ventura Community Council will hold the first regular meeting of the
new year this Thursday, Jan. 14, at 7 p.m.

The beginning of the meeting will include an update from Ventura Police Department
Cmdr. Sam Arroyo, the liaison for our area.

Up first on their agenda will be Daniel Wall, City of Ventura Emergency Manager,
who will speak briefly on some of the innovative changes his department is working
on to prepare Ventura for a variety of emergency scenarios throughout the city.
 
Peter Gilli, Ventura’s Community Development Director, will discuss the city’s
developmental review process that was “streamlined” under an emergency
ordinance passed by the City Council because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

MVCC will also hear from Thomas Cussins, who is interested in buying the
Discovery building at 1888 E. Thompson Blvd. Mr. Cussins would like to briefly
describe his ideas of reopening a business there and would like input from
attendees.

The virtual meeting will be from 7 to 8:30 p.m. You must register ahead of time for
the meeting to be able to participate by going to midtownventura.org and the link will
be sent out ahead of the meeting.

Ventura Unified Delays School Opening

Parents with dreams of their students
getting back into the classroom will
have to wait until April because of the
rising COVID-19 cases. The Ventura
Unified School District Board of
Trustees pushed the opening of hybrid
learning from late January to April 12.

Superintendent Roger Rice said the
April opening is a best-case scenario and will require the number of positive COVID-
19 cases to drop significantly. Currently, Ventura County has the third highest rate of
new cases in the state.

Plans for students to return to campus were scrapped after Gov. Gavin Newsom
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issued a stay-at-home order because of rising COVID-19 cases. As of Jan. 12,
Ventura County had 7,100 people under quarantine with 351 deaths since the
pandemic began.

If the students return in April—which is not likely—it will be more than a year since
they’ve been on campus.—Gregg Mansfield

Ross Dress for Less Opening at Pacific View

More than a year after Staples left the
Pacific View Mall, Ross Dress for Less
is opening in the location.
Construction crews have been
working on the inside of the building
and the store is expected to open in
the spring.

Ross Dress for Less is currently
located in the Poinsettia Plaza off of
Telephone Road near Main Street.
The aging shopping center is
undergoing a major renovation with an
ALDI Grocery Store slated to open in the center. Once construction is completed on
the Pacific View Mall location, which is adjacent to 24 Hour Fitness, Ross Dress for
Less is expected to make a move. —Gregg Mansfield

Group Collecting Items for Homeless Shelter

Justice For All Ventura County has an upcoming virtual event on Jan. 23 from
2 to 4 pm. The link is available here. Along with a variety of topics, speakers
and lively presentations there is a physical location for a collection of needed
items for ARCH, a year-round, homeless transitional shelter. 

As part of their fifth annual event THE WORK CONTINUES – PICK YOUR
PASSION is in service of others in our communities and collecting Stay Warm
Packs for the houseless in our area.

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council
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Development Review Process—Peter Gilli, City of Ventura Community Development
Director

Emergency Preparedness—Daniel Wall, City of Ventura Emergency Manager

Future of Discovery Ventura Building
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