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Welcome to the New Decade

Happy New Decade!
 
Educating our children is always one of the most important
things we can accomplish in our lives to prepare the next
generation for a successful future. This month we have the
privilege of having Dr. Roger Rice, the superintendent of the
Ventura Unified School District (VUSD), who will speak on
several subjects and answer questions. 

We want to hear how he is enjoying his new role and what are some of his goals
he hopes to accomplish along with what is working well at the schools.

We look forward to Dr. Rice explaining the 7-11 Committee process and the
possible outcomes. Currently, VUSD has appointed a citizen advisory group,
known as the 7-11 Committee, which is looking at the district's properties to give
a recommendation to the school board on
whether any should be considered surplus with
the board making any final decisions. Our own
MVCC Vice Chair Cherie Egbert is on the panel. 

Speaking of schools, we have spent a lot of time
in the last several months renovating the
California Coastal Native Garden at Loma Vista
Elementary School. The garden was established
in fall 2014 with the help of many in the
community and MVCC remains a steward in
helping to maintain the garden for several more
years.

Loma Vista students, parents, neighbors, MVCC
members, along with other community
members, have been weeding, mulching and trimming appropriately to retain this
beautiful asset. In particular, Laura Bauer, Laura Maher and Cherie Egbert have
been very busy tending and scheduling community days at the garden.

The next event they scheduled is for Saturday, Jan. 11, from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. and
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plan to make it every "Second Saturday" for the next six months to enjoy and help
maintain this special place at Loma Vista School, 300 Lynn Drive. It will always be
a fun and rewarding learning experience for all who attend. We hope you can find
time over the next several months to participate.

I will be recommending to MVCC that we work with VUSD on scheduling a school
day of environmental curriculum using this wonderful open-air classroom lab. I
have been communicating with the district and Loma Vista Principal Michael Wise
to have instruction cycling throughout a school day for many of the students to
learn the benefits of what their garden does to help the environment. We look for
this to happen before this upcoming Earth Day and are very excited to be able to
have this opportunity to see the garden help to educate our youth.
 
Our Spotlight on Volunteers/Nonprofits will be (The) Ventura Homeless Prevention
(Fund). This program that has been emulated by many other cities started in
Ventura and has a very good success rate of helping keeping families in their
current housing. Board member Debora Schreiber will give the short presentation
and answer any questions.
 
Also on the agenda, Ken Maryanski, partnership specialist for the U.S. Census
Bureau, will give a presentation with information and opportunities regarding the
upcoming very important 2020 Census.
 
The U.S. Census Bureau is gearing up for the nation's largest peacetime effort: the
decennial count of the population. The Census helps determine the distribution of
more than $675 billion of federal funds annually and the allocation of seats in the
House of Representatives, provides data for state and local redistricting, and
offers key demographic information for business decisions.
 
The 2020 Census won't launch until March, but the bureau is currently seeking to
partner with local organizations to help promote the count and is recruiting
applicants for the hundreds of Census jobs that will be available in Ventura
County. If interested, visit 2020census.gov.

Dan Long, Chair

Developer Cleans Up Vacant Property

Crews cleaned up the lot at the corner of San Jon Road and Thompson Boulevard,
a property that is slated for condominiums. Weeds, concrete walls and other
remnants from the old automotive services building were cleared from the 1.9-
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acre property.

The City Council approved the site for 33 condominiums in January 2016 but the
developer has yet to move forward. Called "Sanjon Village," the planned project
consists of five buildings that are mix of courtyard and rowhouse designs. Each
unit will have a garage and the units are a mix of one, two and three bedrooms.

Workers spent more than a month cleaning up the property and finished in late
December. With the demolition completed, the developer is waiting for a grading
permit to commence work.

San Jon Road is a hot area with 231 apartments currently under construction on
the Triangle Site, the property of the old Chart House/Joe Crab Shack. The
condominiums are available for rent in late spring.-Gregg Mansfield

Good Tidings at MVCC's Holiday Gathering

A good time was had by all who attended the Midtown
Ventura Community Council's Holiday Gathering in
December. Residents brought their favorite appetizer to
share and visited with each other in Cooper Hall at Grace
Church. 

Phil Ranger, great grandson of E.P. and Orpha Foster,
shared some interesting stories about the family
heritage and their philanthropic efforts. 

A special thank you to Chair Dan Long and Vice Chair
Cherie Egbert for putting a holiday touch into the

Holiday Gathering.
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NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
Thursday, January 9, 2020, 7 PM
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue
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Ventura Unified School District -Dr. Roger Rice, Superintendent

Ventura Police Department

Spotlight on Volunteers/Nonprofits: Ventura Homeless Prevention Fund-Debora
Schrieber, VHPF board member

U.S. Census-Ken Maryanski, partnership specialist, U.S. Census Bureau
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