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Council District Changes Coming to Midtown Ventura

Much of Midtown Ventura will have a new City Council
representative after the Ventura City Council tentatively
approved Monday a plan that will significantly alter
council districts just four years after going to district-
based elections.

Deputy Mayor Joe Schroeder is expected to represent
much of the business corridor in Midtown and Pierpont
Area, while Councilman Doug Halter would represent a hillside district from the
Ventura Avenue to Victoria Avenue. Main Street would be the dividing line between
council districts.

The seven-member City Council unanimously supported the redistricting map, which
was submitted jointly by CAUSE and the Ventura Chamber of Commerce. CAUSE
says its new map “ensure representation for all communities that provides a voice for
thousands of Latino residents, renters, low-income working-class families.”

In supporting the map, CAUSE says Schroeder’s district would “features many of
Ventura’s historic neighborhoods like Pierpont and Midtown” as well as “Coastal
preservation issues and homelessness issues.”

Halter’s new hillside district would also include the Ventura County Medical Center,
Community Memorial Hospital and the Pacific View Mall. Councilman Halter’s new

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvd-igrzksHd0LJEGOw5NWKTaLdJyRRUf_
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/


district would also be one of the wealthiest enclaves with 55 percent of the
households have an income of more than $75,000. Approximately 51 percent of the
households in Schroeder’s proposed district would earn above $75,000.

The City Council could have used the current district map as it was under the 10
percent federal deviation and made some slight changes to boundaries. Many of the
issues the City Council cited Monday night for tweaking the maps were the same in
2017 when Ventura went to district-based elections.

After district-based elections in 2017, some MVCC members wanted us to change
our group’s boundaries to reflect the City Council districts. The MVCC spans from
Sanjon Road to Mills Road, and from the hills to Highway 101.

Looking back on it, the Community Council was smart to stay with its original
boundaries from when it was founded 25 years ago. Change is upon us whether we
like it or not.—Gregg Mansfield

Ventura Music Hall Opening, Food Waste Lead Thursday’s MVCC Agenda

Learn about Ventura Music Hall
opening soon in Midtown Ventura and
how a new food waste recycling
program works at the Midtown
Ventura Community Council meeting
on Thursday.

Due to the current pandemic, the
meeting will be held virtually over
Zoom and starts at 7 pm.

Ventura Music Hall is slated to open
in the old Discovery Ventura building
at 1888 E. Thompson Blvd. Ineffable Music purchased the building and is in the
middle of renovating it, making it a concert-only venue. 

Thomas Cussins, president of Ineffable Music, will provide an update on the
renovation and the music acts they plan to book.

This month all Californians started recycling food waste and most residents received
a small container from the City of Ventura to hold the food waste. Brandon Kaysen
with Ventura’s Environmental Sustainability will talk about how the process works
and why that leftover food shouldn’t go into the trash. More information can be found
here.

The Council will also get an update from Barry Zimmerman, director of the Ventura
County Health Care Agency, on where residents can get Covid testing and what
people should do if they contract the virus.

The Ventura Police Department will provide an update on increased graffiti in
Midtown and crime trends in the community. Register here.—Gregg Mansfield
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New Business Corner: A Midtown Music Venue Returns

There’s a new “old” jazz club in
Midtown. I sat down with co-
owner Josh McNutt to find out
about the evolution of
Squashed Grapes, into The
Grape, which recently opened
next to Yolanda’s on Main
Street.

Many locals fondly remember
Squashed Grapes. For 10
years the small location near
Seaward Avenue and Main
Street was home to jazz and
wine aficionados. The owners
always knew they would need more space because they actually do make wine as
well as provide a music venue. Hence, they moved to the Market Street area where
their wine production is located.

Turns out the plan was always to come back to Midtown and the space next to
Yolanda’s was the perfect location. I asked why they wanted to return, rather than go
Downtown where most of the action occurs. Josh said that what they learned from
the Seaward spot, was that they were a destination place, not a “drop in for a quick
drink” kind of place so they didn’t need or want to be in the thick of other nightlife. 

The goal is to attract customers from all over, but to be a neighborhood bar where
people can hang out for a few hours listening to live music. There will be a cover
charge for larger venues, but there will also be opportunities for local musicians to
provide free music (tip jar of course). The Grape has a full liquor license, so if you
prefer a martini or a margarita, you are set. Since no one can be too safety
conscious these days, it was pleasing to find out that they are running three HVAC
Systems that can turn the inside air over, in as little as 30 minutes.

When asked about serving food, Josh shared that they have made arrangements
with the owner of Beso (another new Midtown spot—taking over 2486 Kitchen on
Loma Vista Road), to provide a limited menu. The proximity of the two businesses
will make it very easy to have food delivered to The Grape, from Beso. Neighbors
helping neighbors.

As for the age group drawn to The Grape, Josh's answer coincided with what I saw
on the evening I went to hear music — people in their 20’s through 90’s. An article
from The Reporter said it best, “The Grape offers big-city sophistication in a Ventura
friendly atmosphere. Welcome back to Midtown.”—Pamela Hazard
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Public Safety Update—Cmdr. Darrick Brunk, Ventura Police Department

Covid Update and Information—Barry Zimmerman, director of Ventura County
Health Care Agency

Ventura Music Hall—Thomas Cussins, president of Ineffable Music

Food Waste Recycling—Brandon Kaysen, City of Ventura, Environmental
Sustainability
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