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Into the Fire

Ventura enters the New Year with a new city council and a
mayor. While the to-do list is long for the city, the council
will have to hit the ground running.

New members joining the Ventura City Council in
December were Liz Campos (District 1), Bill McReynolds
(District 5) and Jim Duran (District 6), joining now-Mayor
Joe Schroeder (District 7), Deputy Mayor Jeanette Sanchez-Palacios (District 4) and
Mike Johnson (District 3).

Mayor Schroeder and Councilman Johnson represent Midtown Ventura after the city
council approved redistricting maps in March 2022. Previously, Councilman Johnson
represented a small sliver of Midtown.

One of the first tasks the city council has to determine is whether to remove the
"Acting" tag from City Manager Akbar Alikhan's title. Alikhan stepped into the role
after the previous City Manager Alex D. Mclntyre resigned and received a $150,000
settlement in December. Credit the last city council for giving the new council a
chance to pick its own city manager.

The city has a tall task in rebuilding the ranks at City Hall, which saw an unusually
large amount of open positions and high-level departures in recent years. Nowhere
is it more evident than in Community Development, where the department is
contracting with outside firms to do plan checks because of inadequate staffing
levels.

Serving on the City Council can be a thankless job, especially making tough
decisions that can anger the public. I'm thankful these residents have stepped
forward to serve on the City Council and I’'m rooting for them.—Gregg Mansfield

Human Trafficking Focus of Thursday’s In-Person MVCC Meeting

The Midtown Ventura Community Council and
Grace Church will host a presentation on
human trafficking from Forever Found on
Thursday.
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January is Human Trafficking Prevention
Month, and the religious-based organization
works with the Ventura County Sheriff's
Department, cities and the county to help free
and rehabilitate victims of human trafficking.
Forever Found is based in Simi Valley but has
an office in Midtown Ventura at Grace Church.
The organization works countywide.

Leah Haynes of Forever Found and Kris Hart
of 4Kids 2Kids will be the featured speakers to
educate the community about the issue. The
speakers will take questions after their
presentations.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. at Grace Church, 65 MacMillan Avenue. Thursday’s
event marks the first in-person meeting for the Community Council since the start of
the pandemic. Members are encouraged to wear a mask but not required. There is
no Zoom option available.

Demolition Underway on Fire-Damaged AutoZone

The fire-damaged AutoZone in
Midtown Ventura is in the process of
being demolished, eight months after it
caught fire. Demolition crews have
nearly taken down the concrete walls
on the building at Main Street and
Loma Vista Road.

The building at 2619 E. Main Street
caught fire in May 2022 and another
fire occurred at the boarded-up building
in July. AutoZone relocated to a vacant
building on Thompson Boulevard at
Anacapa Street. The company has filed plans with the City of Ventura to construct a
new 5,980 square-foot building at its former location.—Gregg Mansfield

City to Host Walk During King Tides

Community members are invited to join the City of
Ventura and local environmental partners for a walk
along the Beach Promenade to learn about King Tides
and how sea level rise could impact our local coastline.
The walk will take place on Saturday, January 21,
2023, starting at 8:30 a.m.

Participants will meet at Promenade Park, located off
Shoreline Drive near Surfers Point. The one-way walk
is a half-mile and should last for approximately 10
minutes.

“The high surf this week is an example of how powerful
our ocean is,” shared Mayor Joe Schroeder. “In a few
weeks, our annual King Tides will return to our coast,
and | hope our residents take advantage of this year’s event by seeing them first-
hand.”

Read More

Agenda
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Midtown Ventura Community Council
Grace Church
65 MacMillian Avenue

January 12, 2023, 7 p.m.

January is Human Trafficking Awareness Month and the Midtown Ventura
Community Council and Grace Church are hosting a presentation. Speakers are:

Leah Haynes of Forever Found
Kris Hart of 4Kids 2Kids
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