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Happy New Year! No January General Meeting

Due to an unforeseen travel conflict with the main speaker, this week’s Midtown
Ventura Community Council general meeting is canceled and rescheduled for February
8.

The February meeting will take place via Zoom and features the nonprofit The Trust for
Public Land. Additional speakers will be announced.

Holiday Party at The Grape a Smashing Success

Celebration at The Grape in Midtown Ventura.

We had 40 residents, business owners and
friends attend as we watched the Shawn Jones
Trio perform before the Saturday afternoon
crowd in December.

The MVCC provided food from Ventura
Sandwich Co. and Yolanda’s for the attendees.
A special thank you to MVCC Secretary
Pamela Hazard for organizing the party and to
The Grape for the great service.

The Ventura Police
Department is looking
for vandals who broke
store and automobile
windows in Midtown,
Pierpoint and downtown
areas.

The incidents occurred
between 1:55 and 2:05
a.m. on December 29
and the windows were
all hit by BBs, said
Cmdr. Ed Caliento, and
the vandalism appears to be random. Midtown business Laguna Vintage, 1978 E. Main
St., had its front window broken.

Police are looking for a possible suspect vehicle, a white four-door pickup truck similar
to a Chevrolet Avalanche. VPD is still gathering video, but at this point doesn’t have any
footage of the vehicle showing a license plate.


https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/

Police are asking that anyone with information, or security footage, please contact
Detective Sergeant Hourigan from the Street Crimes Unit 805-339-4431 or via email
here—Gregg Mansfield

Ventura launches Community Emergency Response Team

Recognizing the critical need for community
members to be prepared and confident in taking
appropriate action, the City of Ventura, in
collaboration with the Ventura County Fire
Department, the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), and the City of Santa Paula, is
excited to announce the launch of its new
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
training program.

This free, comprehensive program equips 40
participants with essential skills and knowledge
about potential local disasters and how to respond
safely, swiftly, and responsibly. Applications are
open to Ventura and Santa Paula residents, and
will be accepted through Wednesday, January 24,
2024.
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Participants will complete 24 hours of training covering various aspects of emergency
response, including reducing fire hazards, setting up medical treatment areas, assisting
responders, conducting light search and rescue operations, and more. Upon
completion, each graduate will receive a certificate of completion and a CERT disaster
start-up pack containing a helmet, gloves, vest, and safety goggles.

Read More

Temporary Fire Station Gets Approval

A temporary fire station that will provide
emergency services to Midtown and Pierpoint
area narrowly won approval by the Ventura
City Council in December. The City Council
voted 4-3 to spend $4.9 million to build a
temporary version on city-owned property at
Seaward Avenue and Alessandro Drive.

The fire station, which could open as early as
this summer, includes modular living quarters
and a prefabricated steel bay. It will be the
department’s seventh station and comes as
Ventura Fire is hiring 13 new firefighter-paramedics.

The city is removing steel tanks and underground pipes at the abandoned Ventura
Water Seaward Softening Plant to prepare for the fire station. Ventura Fire has used it
for training since 1991.

City leaders say the new fire station is needed to improve response times and reduce
the response calls for the department’s six other fire stations. The department responds
to about 18,000 calls for service annually.—Gregg Mansfield
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