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Chief Corney to Talk Vision for Ventura Policing

Summer has arrived and finally pushed the fog away, at least
for awhile, which reminds us why we love to live here so much.

We wanted to highlight some new businesses that have
opened up, reopened and are getting ready to open in
Midtown. See the feature article below.

At our next meeting on July 11, we are happy to have our own  Dan Long, Chair
Ventura Police Chief Ken Corney be our main speaker that

evening. Chief Corney will present the new Three-Year Strategic Plan that has
just been completed. Public input meetings helped guide the outcome. We have
also asked Chief Corney to speak about his vision for the future of policing not
just in Ventura, but in general as technology and strategies evolve.

We are very fortunate to have our Chief who is
recognized professionally, both in the county, state
and nationally, as a leader in law enforcement and
wanted to have this fairly informal setting where he
could speak about whatever comes to mind.

| Ahead of our main speaker, we will have a special
recognition for Marlene McMullen, former principal
: of Loma Vista School, where MVCC installed a
California Native Garden a few years back. Marlene
has taken on stewardship of the garden to keep it
the beautiful addition to the school that it is.
‘ (Marlene will be the new principal at Lincoln School
Ventura Police Chief Ken Corney this year.)
We are also happy to have Joey Lukomski, executive director of
for our Spotlight on Volunteers/Nonprofits. Joey will give a 5-minute
presentation of his organization and take 5 minutes of questions.

Our last presenter of the evening will be Ben Rocca of Rocca Development, who
will present a concept plan to receive input from Midtowners about a possible
project at 2400 Channel Drive. The site has been looked at to be developed
years ago and this is a new concept he is asking for feedback on before they



https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://bikeventura.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midtown-Ventura-Community-Council/129331720473080
http://instagram.com/midtownfoodtruckfriday

move forward.

Community Access Partners of San Buenaventura, CAPS, will be recording this
meeting to be aired about a week later. We thank our local electronic media
company for doing this community outreach to help inform the public and
wanted to advise our attendees ahead of time.

The 7 pm meeting is at 65 S. MacMillan Avenue in Cooper Hall adjacent to Grace

Church.

Dan Long, Chair

Now Open: New Midtown Ventura Businesses

Simone and Curt Covalt just opened up Simone's second location. Simone's has
been serving the East End for 23 years. Simone said she always wanted to open a
Mldtown Iocatlon it felt like home to her. Over 10 years ago, Gary Wilde, CEO

v A : g of Community Memorial Health System,
approached her about taking over the
coffee cart in the patio area of their
hospital but the Colvalts felt the location
and timing weren't right for them.

Last year their son completed his first
year of college. They were empty-
nesters and the new hospital parking
garage location was available. They
jumped on the opportunity to be one of
11 bids for the spot and were selected.
Simone and Curt designed the interior
themselves with the idea of "Connection,
Community and Communication” in mind.
It has a modern design with old school
principles-no phone orders to disturb
customers, no Wi-Fi inside (outside you
can access the hospital's guest site), a
semi-private room at the end and no
seats facing the kitchen and serving area,
limiting noise. In addition to parking in the structure, there are 15-minute
limited spots out front for people in a hurry. - Pamela Hazard

Mucho Gusto is Midtown's newest barbershop, which recently opened at 1623 E.
Thompson Boulevard. They are open from noon to 8 pm Tuesday through
Friday and Saturday 8 am to 4 pm. The shop's phone is (805) 667-8659.

Very happy to see that Rachel Woodward, owner of Seward Sushi at the corner
of Main and Seward, was able to reopen as well as receiving a temporary use
permit for alcohol ahead of her hearing date in August. New hours are Tuesdays
through Saturdays from 2 to 10 pm. The restaurant can be reached at (805) 628-
9070.



https://www.simonescoffee.com/
https://seawardsushi.com/

Banh-Mi Grill, located at 2611 E. Thompson Boulevard next to Nails By Kim, is a
newly opened Vietnamese Take-Out restaurant with offerings of Pho, noodle
and rice dishes and sandwiches.

Owner Hung Le is very happy to be able to spend more time with his wife and
young daughter having sold their large Nail Salon in Santa Barbara and opening
Nails By Kim in Midtown along with the new restaurant next door. The hours are
still evolving but are open for lunch Monday through Saturday. Call (805) 628-
3637 for more information.

Another new business getting ready to open was mentioned in a story by Lisa
McKinnon in the Ventura County Star.

Singing Sun Coffee is under construction at 1930 E. Main Street, the space
vacated by Cork. The new shop will have beans roasted in San Francisco and
local pastries.

Community Council Congress

A few chairs and officers of the 6 Ventura Community Councils have held three
meetings since January to communicate with each other and share what each group
is working on along with specific issues that each area has.

The group has largely focused on informing the General Plan that the City should be
starting up again before too long. While it is a productive dialogue, and these
meetings should continue, working on mutually beneficial policies that could be

more formally adopted might be a better goal.

The MVCC Board believes that we should educate and inform our council members
at our Midtown meetings about the General Plan and work to address the issues that
we have in Midtown to be reflected in that plan.

BRING YOUR FRIENDS TO FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY ON JULY 19!

Give blood and help save a life at Midtown Ventura's Food Truck Friday on July
19 at the Pacific View Mall.

Vitalant, formerly United Blood Services, will be holding a blood drive during
Food Truck Friday, which takes place from 5-9 pm. Potential donors are
encouraged to make an appointment prior to the event but walk-up donors are
welcomed. More information is available here. (www.vitalant.org)

With summer in full swing, it will be a fun night of food, music and fun with the
family. More than 15 gourmet food and dessert trucks are scheduled to
participate. Food Truck Friday also includes live music and free face painting and
balloon animals for the kids, courtesy of the Pacific View Mall.

A portion of proceeds from the evening goes to the MVCC's Midtown Commons


https://www.vcstar.com/story/money/business/2019/06/28/dws-country-cafe-missys-cupcake-creations-reopen-ventura/1524760001/
http://www.vitalant.org

project, which is expected to get underway later this year. Come out, help a
good cause and enjoy the evening.-Gregg Mansfield

SoCalGas has started a major pipeline replacement project on South Mills Road
that is expected to last until December. The good news is that most of the work
will be done at night to reduce impact on traffic in Midtown Ventura.

Work began on June 23 with construction crews "potholing" of utility crossings
starting on Mills Road at Telegraph Road and continuing on Main Street to

Telephone Road. Workers are cutting holes in the street and covering with steel
plates.



The work is planned for nights from 10 pm to 6 am with intermittent detours
during construction hours. According to the SoCalGas website, people passing
by the work sites may bear "some work-related noise and notice an occasional
natural gas odor."

SoCalGas recently replaced a main pipeline on Telephone Road from Main Street
to Saticoy.-Gregg Mansfield
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NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING

Thursday, July 11, 7 PM

Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue

AGENDA

Three-Year Strategic Policing Plan-Ken Corney, Ventura Police Chief
Spotlight on Nonprofits: Bike Ventura-Joey Lukomski, executive director

Special Recognition: Marlene McMullen-Ventura Unified School District

2400 Channel Drive Potential Project-Ben Rocca, Rocca Development

Website Agenda Community Pride Food Trucks Resources About
Contact
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