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MVCC Virtual Meeting Set for Thursday
We are fortunate to have the County of Ventura's Chief Executive Officer Mike
Powers attending our next virtual general meeting on Thursday, July 9, at 7 p.m
and he will provide an update on the Covid-19 response efforts.

After his presentation Powers will take questions via the write-in chat function at
our meeting. We very much look forward to hearing
his perspectives and having him give his always
honest assessments of where we are now and what
we may need to do next.

The first hour of MVCC's July meeting will be open
to CEO Powers and for following questions.

The last half hour will be to hear a presentation of
73 for-sale housing units at 2400 Channel Drive.
Joe Oftelie, vice president of community
development for Warmington Residential, will be
presenting. The site is currently storage area for
boats and RV's along with other industrial uses that
the property owner would like to make better use
of.

Bill McReynolds with Warmington and Nancy Johns,
consultant to Warmington, will also be available to answer questions after their
presentation.

The virtual meeting will be from 7 to 8:30 p.m. You must register ahead of time
for the meeting to be able to participate by going to our website at
midtownventura.org. and use the "Virtual Meeting Signup" in the menu. You can
register here by filling out a short form and a link will be sent to you ahead of the
scheduled meeting.

For further information or questions please call Dan Long at 805-653-6573 or
send an email here.-Dan Long

Democracy is Not a Spectator Sport

https://www.midtownventura.org/
http://midtownventura.org
https://midtownventura.org/contact-2
https://midtownventura.org/contact
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midtown-Ventura-Community-Council/129331720473080
http://instagram.com/midtownfoodtruckfriday


Dan Long, Chair

It seems we have hit a very turbulent page in our history. Not
having all the answers causes fear, not knowing exactly how to
react adds to the tension many of us are feeling right now.
Social equity, constitutional rights, the global pandemic, racism
and the rights of all human beings and beyond are all part of
daily conversations in our communities.

The Covid-19 numbers are rising in Ventura County, in the state
and largely across America. On a weekend we should have been

celebrating with friends and family, we are having to hunker down again. Instead
of easing many restrictions we are reinstating, redefining and adding some new
restrictions now being implemented.

I am sure we can all point the blame in many directions but before you do
perhaps we all need to look in the mirror. Have we personally taken enough steps
to keep ourselves and others safe? Lack of national leadership is certainly one of
the issues. Still being without enough testing, tracing and enough PPEs for first
responders and all medical personnel across the country hasn't improved enough
to keep the curve flattened.

Certainly not enough people taking this seriously, which has added to us going
backward when we should be able to enjoy as much freedom as we would
normally expect on the Fourth of July.

Restarting better economic opportunities is extremely important for all of us but
economic growth will not be sustained unless people feel safe venturing out in
public without fear. We chomped at the bit to get going and from what I can tell,
we needed to still have a little more patience.

I believe we do have good leadership from our state, county and local city leaders
so in the meantime we should follow their lead.

We need to learn to listen more and expand our own opinions of those we do not
agree with politically and try to respect their point of view acknowledging that
none of us have all the answers. With all of that, it is very important to try to keep
our sense of humor so we can keep moving forward and try to keep a positive
attitude.-Dan Long, Chair

Washington School Update

Our special virtual meeting dealing with Washington School on Thursday,
June 25 was very helpful in answering a lot of questions in the
immediateneighborhood of the school and
beyond.

Ventura Unified School District
Superintendent Dr. Roger Rice and VUSD
Board President Sabrena Rodriguez spent
about an hour trying to give as much



information as possible.

A citizens committee had been formed to look at all the school properties to
give a recommendation to the school board of properties the district may
decide to declare as surplus property.

Rumors were running wild and the district was getting bombarded with
questions and concerns. It was a great opportunity to lay out the facts and
what may possibly happen in the future, knowing that nothing will be
happening quickly. It is likely that some changes may be made in the future
with some of the district's property and possibly Washington School was
well.

District officials promised to keep us informed of any discussions involving
the School and when any new information comes forth, we will share it in our
newsletter.-Dan Long

Drive-Thru Starbucks Gets City Approval
A proposed drive-thru Starbucks near Main Street and South Mills Road
received approval from Ventura's Planning Commission in June. The project
involves demolishing the old fast-food restaurant and replacing it with a

new 1,670-square-foot building.

The Planning Commission approved the
project 4-1 during its June 10 meeting and
rejected arguments about added traffic at the
busy intersection. A traffic study found the

new Starbucks would add 1,362 additional car trips daily compared to when
the Arby's restaurant previously operated at the location.

The blighted corner will undergo a major makeover. An adjacent gas station
is slated to be demolished and replaced with a new food mart and car wash.
The gas station project was approved in late 2018.-Gregg Mansfield



More than five years after it was first approved, construction has started on
Sanjon Village, a 33-unit multifamily residential condominium at the corner of
Thompson Boulevard and San Jon Road. The ocean-view property was an old car
lot.
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NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
Thursday, July 9, 2020, 7 PM
Virtual Meeting

AGENDA

Update on COVID-19 Response Efforts-Mike Powers, Executive Officer, County of
Ventura

Proposed 72-unit Development at 2400 Channel Drive- Joe Oftelie, Vice President
of Community Development, Warmington Residential
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