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Dispensaries Coming to Ventura

The jockeying has begun for five coveted cannabis
business permits as Ventura joins other cities looking
to cash in on legal cannabis. The Midtown Ventura
Community Council meeting this Thursday will look at
how dispensaries operate in other cities and what we
should expect from the cannabis storefronts opening
in Ventura.

To gain some insight, we’ve asked Port Hueneme
Chief of Police Andrew Salinas to talk about the dispensaries that operate in the
city’s “Green Mile.” Port Hueneme was the first city in Ventura County to allow
recreational cannabis sales in January 2018. Chief Salinas has been at the forefront
of this new frontier for law enforcement and has a good working relationship with the
dispensaries.

As the city undertakes its review process, Cmdr. Darrick Brunk will serve as the
point person for the Ventura Police Department and can talk about the agency’s
approach for enforcement. 

We’ll hear from dispensary applicant Megan’s Organic Market, which is seeking a
cannabis business permit, but not within the Midtown Ventura district. Megan’s Chief
Operating Officer Nick Andre will talk about how their dispensaries operate, what
makes their market unique and the tax revenues a store typically generates.

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://midtownventura.org/contact-2
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.megansorganicmarket.com/


Applicants have until Aug. 11 to find a potential location, provide a detailed business
plan and pay an initial fee of nearly $9,000 just for the right to have an application
reviewed. Two of the five total cannabis business permits are for downtown and the
Westside, and will require an additional review by the California Coastal
Commission.

Closing out the discussion on dispensaries is Roland Roberts and Helen Tosh from
the youth advocacy organization BRITE. The group engages young people in
advocacy, education and prevention in risky behaviors around drugs and alcohol.
The City of Ventura has a page on cannabis (find it here) to talk about the process. It
also has an interactive map showing areas for potential cannabis retail locations.
Midtown Ventura will likely have applications on several properties.

In addition to the panel discussion, kicking off the meeting is Arlene Martinez,
communications director for Good Jobs First, a national policy resource center
promoting corporate and government accountability in economic development.

Attendees will hear about the City of Ventura’s new Safe Sidewalks Program from
Deputy Public Works Director Mary Joyce Ivers. Funded by Measure O, the city will
pay residents up to 50 percent of repair costs for fixing sidewalks.

The MVCC meets virtually on Zoom starting at 7 p.m. Request a link to the meeting
here.—Gregg Mansfield

Live-Work Project Starts Construction

Construction has started on
three live-work units on a
vacant lot at 1571 East Main
Street in Midtown. The infill
project has been in the works
for nearly a decade and part
of a mini building boom
recently on Main Street.

The two-story mixed-use
building is at the entrance of the historic Hobson Heights neighborhood. The
property was previously a gas station that had been removed years ago. Storefronts
are on the ground floor with the living units on the top floor.—Gregg Mansfield

City Council to Hear Appeal on Midtown Housing Project

The Ventura City Council will
hear an appeal on the
proposed Haley Point
development at its meeting on
Monday (July 12). Opponents
are hoping the City Council will
overturn the Planning

http://straightupvc.org/
https://www.cityofventura.ca.gov/2015/Cannabis-Information
https://www.goodjobsfirst.org/
https://midtownventura.org/contact-2


Commission’s approval of the
72 townhomes planned for
Channel Drive near Seaward
Boulevard.

Supporters say the city needs
more housing and the Haley
Point development will have 14
units allocated to moderate-
income residents. Additionally,
the project slated for 2400
Channel Drive will spruce up a
blighted area.

Opponents are focusing their appeal on requesting a traffic study, not enough guest
parking and improper posting of the Design Review Committee meeting. The City
Council meeting starts at 6 p.m.—Gregg Mansfield

Recycling, Green Waste Collection Goes Weekly

Trash customers in Ventura no longer have to remember
whether to roll out the blue or brown cart to the curb.
Starting this week, E.J. Harrison & Sons will pick up
recycling and green waste weekly along with trash. It’s a
big change for us that had to manage yard clippings and
recycling every two weeks.

The change will allow E.J. Harrison to divert more
recyclables and organics from the landfill by freeing up
space in consumer’s carts. The good part is there is no
additional charge and pickup days stay the same.

Ventura City Hall Reopening

Ventura City Hall will reopen to the public on Monday
after being closed for more than a year because of
the pandemic. The reopening aligns with the State of
California’s move to Beyond the Blueprint for a Safer
Economy and the full reopening of business sectors.

Cleanings and improvements at all city facilities have
been made to ensure the health and well-being of
residents, businesses, visitors, and City staff when
using public counters. Patrons and vendors visiting City facilities and City Hall will be
required to wear masks when indoors, and physical distancing shall be practiced.

“We are thrilled to reopen city facilities and welcome the community back after more
than a year of being closed for in-person service,” said Ventura Mayor Sofia
Rubalcava. “Ventura, thank you for your sacrifices, commitment, and resilient spirit
throughout it all. It is because of our community’s collective efforts that we are where
we are today.”



Public meetings will continue to be hosted virtually as well as be open for limited in-
person participation with social distancing and masking required. The first modified
in-person City Council meeting will be hosted on July 19, 2021.

Read the entire city release here.
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