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Assemblymember Steve Bennett Featured Speaker at
Thursday’s MVCC General Meeting

Assemblymember Steve Bennett will be the featured
speaker this Thursday at the Midtown Ventura Community
Council general meeting. Register here for a link.

Bennett, a Midtown resident and District 37
representative, will update MVCC members on legislation *
he’s been working on and what he anticipates for the rest of the remaining legislative
session.

Along with any topics Assemblymember Bennett would like to address, MVCC has
asked to hear about climate change policies, especially while the new solar charges
utility companies are pursuing which seem to go against residential clean energy
improvements. Also of interest is any legislation in process to help funding for
schools where they have lost enrollment dollars with the current funding mechanism.

Bennett will discuss the plethora of gun laws the State legislature has been working
on this year.

Leading off the meeting is Ventura Police Cmdr. Ed Caliento, who will provide a brief
update on any particular public safety concerns in the Midtown area.

Following the public safety report, MVCC’s Spotlight on Volunteers and Nonprofits
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features the Ribbons of Life Breast Cancer Foundation and its President Sylvia
Rosolek. Ribbons of Life is an organization committed to providing breast cancer
education, advocacy and emotional support in the county.—Gregg Mansfield

Ventura Land Trust Acquires Hillside Properties

Ventura Land Trust has
been awarded $7.2
million from the State of
California to complete
the acquisition and
permanent conservation
of the 1,645-acre
Ventura hillsides
property now known as
Mariano Rancho
Preserve.

Mariano Rancho Preserve provides a dramatic backdrop to historic downtown and
midtown Ventura with the most high-profile hills in the region. The eastern edge of
Mariano Rancho Preserve contains one of the famous “Two Trees.” The western
corner of the property is adjacent to Ventura’s Grant Park, home to the Ventura
Botanical Gardens.

With the acquisition of Mariano Rancho Preserve, Ventura Land Trust comes full
circle to the reason the organization, originally Ventura Hillsides Conservancy, was
established in 2003: to preserve and protect the hills that define Ventura’s
landscape.

For Ventura Land Trust Executive Director Melissa Baffa, this funding is a game
changer for land conservation in for Ventura Land Trust and for Ventura County.
California State Assemblymember Steve Bennett was the primary advocate for
directing state funds to Ventura Land Trust for land acquisition, stewardship, and
infrastructure for public preserve access.

“The State of California’s investment in the acquisition efforts of Ventura Land Trust
will give residents enormous outside recreational value for many generations,” says
Bennett. “I'm proud to partner with them and Senator [Monique] Limdn in securing
these funds.
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directing state funds to Ventura Land Trust for land acquisition, stewardship, and
infrastructure for public preserve access.

“The State of California’s investment in the acquisition efforts of Ventura Land Trust
will give residents enormous outside recreational value for many generations,” says
Bennett. “I'm proud to partner with them and Senator (Monique) Limén in securing
these funds.”



Some Personal Thoughts on Housing in Ventura

We have seen a lot of new
housing being built along our
main thoroughfares in the last
couple of years. Some friends |
know bemoan the growth while
others see the dire need for
new housing in our city. No
matter how you feel, | would
like to offer a few of my own
perspectives and not
necessarily representing those
of the MVCC Board.

During the last recession, and for about 10 years, very little was being built and
housing projects that had already received planning approvals, or those in process,
did not move forward. Ventura City staff recommended, and the Planning
Commission, which | was on at the time, approved extending the building permit
time limits to begin building. It seemed like an equitable idea as those developers
had paid their planning fees and gone through most of the required legislative
actions.

Those extensions that would allow the projects to start building when they were able
to get their funding, happened a few times over a couple of years. After funding was
available again some developers needed to check back in with the Design Review
Committee and/or the Planning Commission as staff and public members had moved
on. Also, some of those plans have changed a little, or a lot, due to changing
construction methods, material costs, building codes or designs and have gone back
through some of the processes.

| believe this is the reason why the surge of growth seems to some to be happening
at an alarming rate. Some people do not like some of the designs, or their locations
or have other reasons why they are discontented. For some they question issues
about parking, traffic, lack of water or other issues that may have some validity.

Certainly, new housing should complement existing neighborhoods and qualified
historic structures, however, just saying no to any changes is unrealistic as change is
constant.

Some are dissatisfied that the city has taken too long to have an improved
Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance in place, while all this new construction is
happening. Updating the Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance sooner would have added
much needed affordable housing. The lack of affordable housing is hurting our
economy and adding to the problem of people not being able to live where they
work, which then increases traffic for the whole region. The city is working on that
now, while updating the General Plan process, but many affordable housing units
have been missed out on.

Another issue that affects housing and which is reducing the amount of long-term
housing for our citizens has been the extended time it has taken to enact a
reasonable Short Term Vacation Rental, STVR, Policy. These short-term rentals are
taking rental properties and home buying opportunities off the market for families



that want to live and work here year-round. That is another reason home rental and
home buying costs are escalating so much in our area.

STVR’s also, if not properly managed, can adversely impact any neighborhood they
are in, not just along the beach, as often too many people come onto a property and
disrupt otherwise quiet, livable neighborhoods.

There are certainly other arguments that can be made both for and against these
opinions. | do not have all the answers. | just wish that City leadership had moved
faster instead of now trying to catch up for so many residents in our communities. A
bit of "closing the barn door after the horse has already escaped."

We need to accelerate both an effective STVR policy as well as improving our
Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance before more damage is inflicted. | also hope that an
STVR policy can reverse some of the existing numbers, in any one area, as to bring
back a better quality of life for those neighbors being adversely being impacted.

Most property owners are fair and responsible citizens but some are not. It is
incumbent on our leaders to ensure that our residents are protected with good
policies and ordinances that retain the quality of life for all and not the few.

Note: The MVCC has sent a letter to the City, along with several other Community
Councils, asking to improve our Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance.

The Community Council Congress, representatives from all of Ventura's Community
Councils, meets bi-monthly to discuss issues in common throughout the city, has
been discussing ways to help implement an STVR Ordinance like other cities in our
region—Dan Long

City Nearing Decision on Dispensary Locations

The City of Ventura will host a
public meeting to hear from
finalists applying for commercial
cannabis business permits at
6:00 p.m. on Monday, July 18,
at City Hall in the Community
Meeting Room, located at 501

Poli Street.
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Brief presentations will be provided by each of the nine cannabis business permit
finalists, which include one industrial and eight retail applicants. Each applicant will
have ten minutes to present and address the online submitted questions or
community concerns related to the location or application. Applicants are seeking to
obtain one of the allotted three retail and 10 industrial permits.



Community members are encouraged to participate by attending the in-person
meeting or submitting feedback online. Online feedback considered ahead of the
meeting must be submitted by Wednesday, July 13. Live public comment may be
made during the meeting. Online submissions will remain available until Friday, July
22, 2022.

In November 2020, voters approved a ballot measure for the taxation of cannabis in
the City of Ventura. City Council approved a regulatory ordinance on February 24,
2021, allowing certain types of commercial cannabis businesses to operate in the
City of Ventura with a cannabis business permit. The final selection of the business
permit applicants will be completed by City Manager Alex D. Mclintyre and is
expected in the months following the public meeting.

To learn more about the application process, applicant rankings, locations map, or to
submit public comments or concerns in advance of the public meeting, visit here.
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