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Midtown Ventura Community Council Newsletter

Ventura Land Trust, Ventura Chamber and More
at Thursday's MVCC In-Person Meeting

Greetings Midtowners –

We’re looking forward to seeing you as we meet in person
on Thursday, July 11, 7 p.m. at Cooper Hall at Grace
Church, 65 MacMillan Ave., Ventura.

We’ll hear an update on the Ventura Land Trust’s plans for
the Mariano Rancho Preserve north of Midtown. Projections
are that it will be open to the public in 2025. I’m looking forward to it. You can see the
Trust’s Frequently Asked Questions about Mariano here. 

Stephanie Caldwell, president and CEO of the Ventura Chamber of Commerce, will
update us on local businesses.

We’ll hear about public safety from Cmdr. Edward Caliento of the Ventura Police
Department.

Tanner Shelton, Parks and Recreation Commissioner and Midtown resident, will
present on the work of the Commission.

We’ll also hear committee reports and announcements.

We’ll be dark in August. Looking forward, on September 12 we’ll hold an in-person
Forum for candidates running for City Council in districts 2, 3, and 7, the seats currently
held by Doug Halter, Mike Johnson and Joe Schroeder. The College Community
Council will be a co-sponsor. David Maron will moderate the forum.

The Midtown Ventura Community Council agreed to support an application by the
Ventura Tree Alliance for funding to add trees at Will Rogers School.

The City continues to work on the updated General Plan. The survey on the land use
designation map closed. Staff is reviewing input and updating the land use
designations. An updated map will be released, and a new community contact period
opened.

The City is updating its ordinance on Short Term Vacation Rentals. More to come in

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.venturalandtrust.org/mariano-faqs
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=3ba8ef7c-2cf9-4c65-b1c9-19834e2019d2


the new few months.—Karen Flock

 
Ventura County Fair Celebrates 150 Years

Editor’s note: MVCC board member Dan Long is
the current president of the Fair Board and has
been a volunteer at the fairgrounds for more than
35 years.

I am so excited to be able to share some of the
ways we are celebrating our sesquicentennial.
There will be so many new enhancements
throughout the grounds to freshen up your
experience and to inspire from the very youngest
visitors to those of us who have been around the
county for quite a spell.

The Ventura County Fair is back this year and
runs July 31 to August 11 and is open from noon
to midnight daily. If you haven’t been for a while, or even if you attended last year, you
will be amazed with all the reimagining of all the entertainment and layout of the
grounds. There are several surprises in store, especially on opening day.

We have some exceptional acts playing in the Grandstand Concert Series this season.
There are a lot more details online along with buying tickets for concerts and fair
admission. There are many ways to save money with Special Promotion Days at the
Fair, which are not online. Check out our new user-friendly website here.

Here are some additional highlights:

• 12-day (nightly) drone show
• Enhanced entertainment on the 805 Stage (popular tribute bands every night)
• Community Photo Wall—photos submitted by the community will be on display—more
than 730 photos!
• ‘The Gardens’ complete with craft beer and wine garden (all breweries or wineries
from within Ventura County)
• ‘The Patio’ – a completely new area of the fair for 2024 with vendors, activities, food &
beverages
• Lions Club is returning with bingo

The Ventura County Fairgrounds is the largest entertainment venue in the County and
serves as a sanctuary in times of need for both people and their livestock. I would be
remiss if I did not mention that the fairgrounds does not receive any of your tax dollars.
You support the fair, and our ability to maintain the fairgrounds, with your attendance to
any our events each year. Thank you.—Dan Long

 
 

Five Points Project Takes Next Step

Ventura’s Design Review
Committee reluctantly advanced
plans for a three-story commercial
building proposed for the Five
Points area in Midtown.

The project, proposed for a long-
vacant lot at the corner of Main
Street and Telegraph Road, will
now head to the city’s Planning
Commission for review. Developer
Alon Gamliel said the building will
provide mainly medical offices to serve the nearby Community Memorial Hospital. It
could also be turned into living space.

The Design Review Committee did a preliminary review of the Five Points project in

http://www.venturacountyfair.org


February raising concerns over overall building design, building corners, building entry,
exterior finish, and landscaping. The pentagonal-shaped property is less than 11,000
square feet, so the developer had to maximize the property.

If approved, the project would include a single level of underground parking and utilize
the nearby parking structure. In addition, there is a proposed ground-level courtyard
and a roof deck.

While the developer revised design plans from its meeting in February, the DRC
wanted the project to lean more into the irregular shape lot as the intersection is the
entryway to the wellness community. No date has been set for when the 20,673
square-foot commercial building will be reviewed by the Planning Commission.—Gregg
Mansfield

 
New Mental Health Center for Youth

The Ventura County District Attorney and
Childhood Matters are opening a new mental
health center for childhood victims in
Midtown Ventura.

The partnership between the District
Attorney’s Office and Childhood Matters will
establish a dedicated space at 2982 Martha
Drive to enhance metal health support for
children and youth. Among the services to be
offered include workshops for mental health
and wellness, counseling, parenting support
groups and workshops, and creating a safe
space for youths.

“We firmly believe that every child deserves to blossom in a supportive and nurturing
environment,” said Shaleena Tareen, founder of Childhood Matters. “Through our
collaboration with the Ventura County Family Justice Center, Childhood Matters is
dedicated to fostering a positive impact on the mental health and well-being of the
children and youth in our community.”

Childhood Matters is working with local schools to provide practicum opportunities for
marriage and family therapist students, as well as seeking collaborations with
universities such as California Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks.—Gregg
Mansfield

 
 

Next Meeting

Midtown Ventura Community Council
Cooper Hall at Grace Church 65 MacMillan Avenue
July 11, 2024, 7 p.m.

Agenda Public Safety Report—Cmdr. Edward Caliento, Ventura Police Department

Mariano Ranch Preserve—Melissa Baffa, Ventura Land Trust

State of the Local Economy—Stephanie Caldwell, Ventura Chamber of Commerce

Proposed Thompson Housing Project—Paul Sheehan, Dyer Sheehan Group

​Committee Reports

 

Website Agenda Community
Pride

Resources About

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/midtown-ventura-agenda
https://www.midtownventura.org/projects
https://www.midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-33-07/environmental-design-checklist
https://www.midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-24-23/mvcc-officers
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