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LAST AND FUTURE MEETINGS

First a meeting note about June. We are usually dark in June as that is the same
dayof the Ventura Unified School Districts' graduation day. We

were planning to have a special meeting on Thursday, June 6

to give input on a project on Channel Drive but the developer

was not ready so we hope to see it at a future meeting for

midtown residents to weigh in on.

.
Our last meeting main speakers were Ventura Police Detectives \
Jackson and Underwood with a very informative discussion
regarding law enforcement efforts about opioid and other narcotic usage
effecting neighborhoods and drug abusers. They spoke about some of the new
laws which, in their opinion, eliminate an incentive to get help. There is certainly
a need to help those who have been addicted to these new very powerful drugs
which is also one of the root problems regarding our homeless issue.

Detectives Jackson and Underwood spoke about addicts out late night/early
morning looking for anything to steal to support their habits. They were asked
how they continue to battle the wave of those addicted and the crimes that they
perpetrate and Detective Underwood stated,"we just keep fighting."

On a personal note, a neighbor and good friend got burglarized later that very
evening while he was in the house. They got his wallet and keys to his car and
used his charge card around town that evening with small charges. The thief was
taped on video cameras where the card was used. They did not take his car but
he had to rent a car and spend a lot of money to reprogram the key fob. He
filed a police report and is waiting to see of an arrest can be made.

On a much more positive note, Yolanda Bundy, Building Official for the City of
Ventura has been selected by the Structural Engineers Association of Southern
California as the Safer City Building Official of the Year because of her
dedication to supporting a safer community and her leadership. It is quite a high
honor and one that is well deserved as she has worked tirelessly to review and
sign off on plans to get people back in their homes after the Thomas Fire.

All of our city planners, inspectors and all related city staff have done their
utmost to assist those who were devastated by their losses from the fire and are
very much appreciated for their dedication to our city residents.



https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midtown-Ventura-Community-Council/129331720473080
http://instagram.com/midtownfoodtruckfriday

We were also inspired by the good works of James Forsythe and Gerardo
Gallegos Chair and Vice Chair of the Westside Community Council,(WCC.) They
work with Restore Ventura to educate, mentor and equip families in need.
Gerardo started Kids Brigade Garden, partnering with WCC to set up community
gardens and plant trees to improve their neighborhoods. We hope to use some
of their ideas to plant trees and provide other improvements in Midtown.

Brian Brodersen, David Ferrin, Karen Flock and | recently meet at the site of our
Midtown Commons public/private improvement project with City of Ventura
Civil Engineer Jeff Hereford and other city staff to go over details which we
believe will start sometime in the fall. For more information about this project
go to our website, midtownventura.org and under Community Pride you will
find the plans.

Our next meeting is slated for July 11 at 7 p.m. with our main speaker to be
Ventura Police Chief Ken Corney who will speak about the new Strategic Three
Year Plan following their workshops with community input in April. We also look
forward to hear the Chief's vision on law enforcement going forward and hear
about some of his insights as a recognized leader in State and National law
enforcement agencies.

Dan Long, Chair

City Sells Four Midtown Ventura Lots




Harbor Community Church was torn down in December 2018.
The Ventura City Council approved the sale of a lot that was once the site of
Harbor Community Church in Midtown Ventura.

Doug Michie agreed to buy the four lots at the corner of Preble Avenue and
Valmore Avenue for $804,000 after submitting the highest bid. City officials had
estimated the land would sell for between $600,000 and $1 million.

The sale is the final chapter for the city, which had purchased the property for
$2.3 million in 2016 to settle a lawsuit with the church. The church agreed to
close down its Operation Embrace program to feed the homeless and to move
out of the city. Residents had complained of problems with homeless people
and increased crime in the neighborhood, which spurred the city to take action.

The developer can build four single-family homes on the 32,671 square feet of
property.-Gregg Mansfield

Construction is underway on Brisa29, a 29-unit townhouse development at 1570
East Thompson Boulevard in Midtown Ventura. The townhouses will be from two
to four bedroom with a two-car garage or two-car subterranean parking. A trail
will connect the development to nearby Ocean Avenue Park.

BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY AND INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO



FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY ON JUNE 21!

11 There's always fun to be had Midtown Ventura's Food

¥ e j Truck Friday!

Join neighbors and friends June 21st behind Target
in the Pacific View mall just off Mills Road near
Trader Joe's parking lot.

2~
“4 With more than a dozen gourmet food and dessert
trucks to choose from there's something for

everyone!

Sit back and enjoy your delicious food while listening to live music and watching
families and kids play games, have their faces painted or play with their balloon
animals or superheroes, compliments of the Pacific View Mall.

And don't forget to join in too!
The games, food, and fun are there for everyone to enjoy!

Trucks serve from 5-9 pm. And if you are thirsty - stop by the Midtown Ventura
Community Council booth under the yellow tent and grab a soda or water and
stay to chat with the MVCC board. Our all volunteer board cares about the
community and our neighbors and we'd love to get to know you!

S

Just a note to let you know - a portion of the proceeds from Food Truck Friday
goes to the MVCC for its Midtown Commons community service project.

-Heather Lacayo-Neace

MVCC Board of Directors & Committee Chairs

Dan Long, Cherie Egbert, Pamela Hazard,
Chair Vice Chair Secretary
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NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING (NOTE: NO MEETING IN JUNE)
Thursday, July 11, 7 PM
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue
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