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Honoring the Class of 2021

The Midtown Ventura Community Council won’t hold
its Thursday, June 10, general meeting and will
return for its next general meeting on Thursday, July
8.

This week two Midtown Ventura Community Council
board members—David Ferrin and myself—are
celebrating daughters who are graduating from
Ventura High School. Alexis Ferrin and Grace
Mansfield are the Class of 2021 along with thousands
of students graduating across the city.

Every graduating class has a story to tell and the
Class of 2021’s story is about resiliency. This year’s senior class is the last group at
Ventura High School when the Thomas Fire struck in 2017 with a few of their
classmates losing homes or were damaged in the fire. The students stayed home for
six weeks because the campus had to undergo extensive cleaning because of
smoke and ash from the fire.

All the students were back home in March 2020 and starting distant learning that
would last until a couple months ago. Credit the Ventura Unified School District for a
successful reopening when there were few good options during the pandemic. My
daughter has really enjoyed a return to “normalcy” and to see her classmates and
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teachers before graduating.

Thursday will mark a new chapter for the graduates and new challenges ahead. The
Class of 2021 is up to the challenge.—Gregg Mansfield

Midtown Commons Project is Taking Shape

It’s amazing to see the progress on the
Midtown Commons project, a
municipal parking lot on South
Katherine Drive. Workers have
installed pavers, curbs and will start
landscaping with native plants in the
coming weeks. The project has been a
goal of the MVCC’s for more than 20
years and our group raised $20,000
toward the work.
.
FS Contractors Inc. has been doing
the pavement and concrete work,

moving quickly through the parking lot between Main Street and Thompson
Boulevard. The goal is to keep stormwater runoff onsite, reducing a major contributor
to ocean pollution. We also believe it will help activate the parking lot and bring
events to the area.

Please pardon the dust while construction is being completed. We're sure you’ll like
the results.—Gregg Mansfield

Haley Project Appealed to Ventura City Council

Residents have filed an official
appeal of the Planning
Commission’s approval of a
72-townhome project on
Channel Drive in Midtown
Ventura. Ventura’s City Clerk
received the appeal and
$1,000 fee on Monday for the
Ventura City Council to review
the project.

Opponents of the Haley Point project raised issues of increased traffic, lack of water,
parking and density for the neighborhood. The development by Warmington
Residential is slated for an old storage yard and building at 2400 Channel Drive near
Seaward Avenue. The project will offer two- and three-bedroom units in two-and
three-story buildings.

The Planning Commission approved the project 4-0 with several changes on May 26
and opponents filed the appeal on June 7. The City Council could hear the appeal
late this month or early July, officials said. The City Council could approve or reject



the project, though changes in state law make it harder for cities to block new
developments.—Gregg Mansfield
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