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Midtown Ventura Community Council Newsletter

MVCC to Return for July 14 Meeting

The Midtown Ventura Community Council (MVCC) won’t hold its general meeting
Thursday night and will return for our next meeting on July 14.

25 Years of Community Service

The Midtown Ventura Community
Council has been serving the
community now for 25 years as of
this last March. We originally
coalesced over the threat of the
demolition of Washington School
and then formed our organization
knowing that to be relevant in the
whole community we needed to
get involved in other activities and
to inform residents of things
happening in the Midtown area.

MVCC has, from our beginning,
organized community building events for all to get to know the wealth of what
Midtown has to offer and the people who live here. We are looking forward to having
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an in person gathering to commemorate our 25 years, along with the dedication of
Midtown Commons, when the metal sculpture of “Chumash Storyteller’ by Midtown
resident Eric Richards is completed later this Fall.

You may have attended some of these events as we have been pretty active for a
small group of volunteers and community members at large.

The following list probably best showcases who we are and what we have
accomplished to this point.

--Newsletter publication for over 25 years to inform citizens of what is happening in
their neighborhoods

--City Council Candidate Forums for every City Council election over the last 20
years

--Midtown By Design, Vision Guideline for the Midtown area, 2001

-- Midtown Art Feast, Artist Studio Tours and BBQ with local entertainment from
1997-2002

--Midtown Charrette, public planning over three Saturdays in 2005

--Midtown Mid-Century Home tour in 2007

--Midtown Dining Guide, showcasing Midtown restaurants

--Midtown Historical Walking Tour Brochure, published by the MVCC Historical
Committee

--Historical home tours, part of the Ventura Architecture Weekends in partnership
with The San Buenaventura Conservancy, 2003 and 2004

--Midtown Green Home and Garden Tour, “Practical Sustainability, Going Past Just
Changing the Light Bulb”, Expo with Vendors, 2008 and 2009

--Rainbow Bridge Playground Renovation with school and community volunteers in
2011

--Will Rogers School Yard Habitat Project in 2013

--Loma Vista School, California Coastal Native Garden, completed in 2014 with help
from Surfrider Foundation and many local volunteers.

--Food Truck Fridays, six years of a fun community gathering at Pacific View Mall,
Co-ordinated by MVCC Board Members and Macerich, funding raised went to
projects below. October 2013-2019.Midtown Commons Parking Lot Renovations,
Designed by Midtown architects, over 10 years of planning and partnered with the
City of Ventura to complete. MVCC donated $10K for project. 2021

--Main and Emma corner Tree and shrub planting, award Measure "O" Grant funding
and MVCC will also maintain for a year, 2022.

--MVCC awarded $7,500 Grant from Ventura Public Arts Commission in 2016, Grant
redirected in 2022 for the current approved art work at Midtown Commons by metal
sculpture artist Eric Richards.—Dan Long

Midtown Commons Art Project Closer to Fruition

A community art project for Midtown Commons funded by
the Midtown Ventura Community Council in cooperation
with the City of Ventura has moved a step closer to
fruition.

Artist Eric Richards, representatives from the City and
MVCC met in late May before works gets underway for
the flat metal structure as part of the enhancements for



the parking lot at Main and Thompson, Hartman and
Katherine.

“The Storyteller” art project features a stylized Chumash
tule mat lodge with a Native American woman teaching

her children. The structure will be approximately 10 feet
tall and beautiful addition to the community.

The goal is to have the art installation in place by
September and the MVCC will host a dedication and a
celebration of the council’s 25th anniversary.—Gregg
Mansfield

Crop Swap Comes to Midtown Ventura

In 2020 as our community was shut down due to
COVID, local resident, Realtor and school bus driver,
Marcie Youtz, came up with a plan to help us re-
emerge and reconnect. She thought of the plan
before COVID, but the circumstances of the
lockdown spurred her into action. It grew out of her
daily walks with her dogs in her neighborhood where
she noticed a lot of produce on the ground and in
gardens, going to waste. She was inspired to
combine a social and educational event, with a way
of reducing food waste.

Marcie’s son helped her come up with the name,
805 Crop Swap, and the first few happenings took
place in their front yard. 805 Crop Swap was a
success and soon grew too big for the space, so Marcie asked the pastor of her
church at Grace Brethren, if she could hold it in the yard in front of the Cooper Hall
Community Center adjacent to the church. Permission was granted and it’s been
there ever since. Coincidentally, Cooper Hall’'s been the home of the Midtown
Ventura Community Council’s live meetings, for years.

On the first Saturday of the month, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 65 S. MacMillan
Avenue, Venturans are welcome to bring fruit, vegetables, seedlings, seeds, and
cuttings; essentially, anything garden related, to share. Every month there’s a
special art project for the kids to work on, too.

The concept is simple, bring what you want to share and respectfully help yourself to
samplings of what others have to offer. Any produce left over after the event, is
taken to the River Community Church Pantry. Participants are encouraged to also
bring canned goods for donations to the pantry.

A wonderful community event was born out of the difficulties of COVID. There’s just
no stopping the human spirit when a spark has been ignited. For photos and
additional information, visit the 805 Crop Swap here—Pamela Hazard


https://www.facebook.com/groups/780703995923027

Ocean Friendly Garden Tour Set for Saturday, June 25

Join Surfrider Foundation to learn about the
fundamentals and benefits of an Ocean

Friendly Garden. Take a virtual tour of some OCEAN FRIENDLY
of our certified gardens around Ventura and § ‘ WALKING TOUR
learn how to create your own Ocean ol S

Friendly Garden on June 25 from 10-11:30 X o o

a.m.

We will start with a short classroom session inside the Maintenance Yard building at
336 Sanjon Road and proceed on foot to nearby gardens. Participants should park
in the main parking lot and meet in the lobby which is accessed thru the double
doors.

The garden tour has been advertised through Ventura Water. Find the link to sign up
here.

Ventura Police Relaunch Neighborhood Watch Program

The Ventura Police Department is bringing back its — "
Neighborhood Watch Program and is encouraging residents VENTURA
to get involved. QN Chio s

The Ventura Police Neighborhood Watch Program is a crime
prevention effort that relies on an active partnership between
residents and the officers who patrol those neighborhoods.
The goal of the program is to reduce crime through
education, increased neighborhood reporting, and improved
communication among neighbors. Read more...
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