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Good Jobs, Land Trust and More
Greetings Midtowners: Happy LGBTQ+ Pride Month!

We will hold our monthly meeting via Zoom at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, June 8. A link is available above or here.

Greg LeRoy, executive director of Good Jobs First, will speak
about Community Benefits Agreements. LeRoy has been
called “the leading national watchdog of state and local economic development
subsidies.” He co-authored “Community Benefits Agreements: Making Development
Projects Accountable.” (available here).

LeRoy founded Good Jobs First in 1998 upon winning the Public Interest Pioneer
Award. Good Jobs First is a national resource center promoting corporate
accountability in economic development. It is an important resource as Ventura is in
the process of developing a new five-year Economic Development Strategic Plan.

LeRoy has been training and consulting for state and local governments,
associations of public officials, labor-management committees, unions, community
groups, tax and budget watchdogs, environmentalists, and smart growth advocates
for more than 30 years.

Dan Hulst, stewardship director of the Ventura Land Trust, will provide an update on
the status of remediation of the trust’s properties after this winter’'s heavy rainfall. He
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will also provide information on the Land Trust’s recent acquisition of the Mariano
Rancho Preserve north of Midtown.

Ventura Police Department (VPD) Commander Edward (Ted) Caliento will provide
an update on recent Midtown service calls and crime prevention methods for citizens
to implement.

Welcome to the new Butter and Fold Bakery at 2126 E. Thompson Blvd. We hear
they’ve been busy. And Midtown’s independent bookstore, Timbre Books, at 1910 E.
Main Street is expanding.

In other news, the City Council on May 22 approved moving forward with the KB
Homes proposal to develop housing at 2325 Vista del Mar Drive, the site of the
Ventura Coastal citrus processing facility. The Council requested that a
Development Agreement come back to the City Council on December 18, 2023, for
review and approval.

Conditions include that the project complete a vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian
circulation study and pay for its fair share of improvements; that it be all electric, that
20% of for-sale homes be affordable to moderate income households, and that a
lower density project be considered. The MVCC submitted a letter including issues
identified at our May 11, 2023, meeting. See the letter here.—Karen Flock

Shared Open Space

MVCC recently met with the
Ventura Unified School District
and the City of Ventura hoping - <
to find a way to open re—

schoolyards (green spaces plus o '

hardscapes like basketball
courts, etc) so children and the
community have places for
physical exercise during after-
school hours and on weekends.

Funds aren’t available to build
new parks and for years, school
spaces have unofficially served
to augment a dearth of parks in
some areas. Now, many of our city’s schools are being closed up or fenced off,
adding to our lack of sufficient park-like spaces within Ventura.

Covid has been especially detrimental to the physical and mental/emotional health of
our youth and we seek to find a solution. We have asked the school district and the
city to work collaboratively to do what other communities have done for years. Many
cities in this county, and cities in surrounding counties, like Santa Barbara and Los
Angeles, have started to implement more community access programs.

In Ventura County, Thousand Oaks has worked with their school district to maintain
open community space at their schools for over 40 years. Ojai added language
about after-school access, to support a yes vote on their last successful bond
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measure. Ventura Unified School District included similar language in their last bond
measure that passed, so it seems that some funding should already exist to fulfill the
promise that VUSD made.

Because of high housing costs and other factors, public school enroliment has
dropped. Since funds to schools are based on daily enrollment, this has caused a
ripple effect on budgets and in some cases caused school closures. We have been
reaching out to other community leaders for assistance as well as for additional
funding mechanisms that may help. Group insurance policies and shared staffing
may be possible as both the school district and the city have a shared responsibility
for the health and welfare of students and citizens.

The objection we hear most often is liability; who would be responsible for any
damages or injuries. Extra maintenance costs, along with other issues, need to be
addressed to be able to find a solution. This is not rocket science and there are
many more vital reasons to find a way to make this work rather than finding reasons
why it can’t be done.

Education is fundamental in strengthening our youth for the future that lies ahead of
them and they need to be both healthy and happy to thrive.—Dan Long

Water Rates Going Up

Starting in July, Ventura’s water and
wastewater rates are increasing. It’s the third
of five rate increases that were approved by
the City Council in May 2021.

Customer’s water rates will be going up 7 e s Ve DA
percent, while wastewater service will T
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to a monthly billing cycle instead of six times a = ~

year.

According to a city press release, the rate
increases are “essential to maintain the
ongoing operation and maintenance of the
systems, address infrastructure concerns,
ensure a secure water supply, improve water quality, and meet necessary legal and
environmental regulations.”

Ventura Water is embarking on two major capital improvement projects including the
State Water Interconnection Project and VenturaWaterPure Program.

The city received two Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) loans
totaling $173 million for VenturaWaterPure planned near the Ventura Harbor. The
loans cover about half the infrastructure costs and the remainder will be covered by
loans, water and wastewater rates and grants, according to the city.

The project is expected to increase Ventura’s potable water supplied by 20 percent
by producing up to 5,4000 acre-feet of water each year.



Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council
Zoom Meeting Registration

June 8, 2023, 7 p.m.
Welcome and Introductions, Board and Members
Police Report: Edward Caliento, Commander, Ventura Police Department

Greg LeRoy, Executive Director of Good Jobs First, on Community Benefits
Agreements

Dan Hulst, Stewardship Director of the Ventura Land Trust

Reports

a. New and Expanding Businesses

B. General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) Update

C. Membership-Pamela Hazard

d. Loma Vista Garden — Community Pride Chair Cherie Egbert
e. Announcements

Closing

Website Agenda Community Resources
Pride

Midtown Ventura Community

MVCC Board
Council

P.O. Box 1041
Ventura, CA 93002
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