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Food Truck Fridays - ALL SUMMER LONG!
General Meetings? We will see you in September!

Greetings Midtowners -

It's officially summer, and we're going dark in July and August. Our next general
meeting will be Thursday, September 13.

We facilitated an informative panel on Solving Homelessness in Ventura on June
7. This is clearly an issue that resonates with many people, and over 80 were in
attendance.

We heard from varied perspectives: Ventura Police Chief Ken Corney; Wendy
Hellstrom, a formerly homeless veteran; Chris Russell, Homeless Services
Manager with the Ventura County Human Services Agency; Judy Alexandre,
Chair, Ventura Social Services Task Force; and Ventura Police Corporal Craig
Kelly. | know I learned a lot about how the police deal with homeless people,
why people become homeless and how being homeless impacts them, and
some positive steps the cities of Ventura and Oxnard and Ventura County are
taking to address homelessness.

Judy Alexandre said she's been advocating for a full-service year-round
emergency shelter for 27 years and she is the most hopeful she has ever been
that one will come to fruition. We learned later that both cities have committed
to establish such a shelter in their city. The City of Ventura committed funding
in its recently approved budget for the shelter. Ventura County is working with
the two cities to select a qualified shelter operator.

Union Pacific Railroad has withdrawn their Coastal Development Permit to legally
install fences at Seaward Avenue, Hurst Avenue, and Anacapa Street. The
Railroad first installed the fences in late 2012 without a permit. David Ward,
Ventura Community Development Planning Manager, says that the City has re-
activated the Code Enforcement Case to ensure removal of the fences within 30
days. The Railroad has indicated that it will install trespass signs. Legal at grade
or below grade crossing are not planned in the foreseeable future, with cost
being a big reason. For more information, see Arlene Martinez' article in the
Ventura County Star on June 26, 2018.
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Residents of eastern Midtown - we have not abandoned you! Although the
College Community Council recently amended its boundaries to include all of
City Council District No. 2, the Midtown Community Council has not amended its
boundaries and still has as its eastern boundary the east side of Mills Road. Have
fun this summer!

Together we are stronger!

Karen Flock,
Chair

Midtown has two new Art boxes on the corner of Chrisman and Main
Street, across the street from Isensee Flooring designed by Cabrillo
Middle School eighth-grader Chloe Scofield (pictured above).

These boxes were hand painted by Chloe, Lily
Crikeliar, Grace Morton, also 8th graders, under
the supervision of Cabrillo's art teacher Terri
Willison. Cabrillo's Parent Teacher Organization
(PTO) sponsored this art project. The students
and staff couldn't be prouder! Marvelous to see
young students already making a positive
difference in the local community. Great job
Cabrillo!

- Cherie Egbert

Midtown Memories




NEW LIFE FOR A FAMILIAR BUILDING

On Main Street and Evergreen sits the Maharaja Restaurant, empty for a few
years now. The current owner of the building was recently doing some
renovation but exceeded what the permit allowed and now must submit new
plans to the city before work resumes. Since the building is more than 67 years
old, if the owner plans to make modifications to the exterior those plans will be
subject to review by Ventura's Historic Preservation Committee.

The current bwldlng bears I|ttIe resemblance to the original when it was
Cleo's Restaurant.
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Cleo Kimbrough was my grandmother and she owned the building. The images
in the post card above show it in the spring or summer of 1950. | am in



the picture. Look closely at the thumbnail of the cafe interior; upper left corner.
The woman standing behind the counter is my mother and she is pregnant with
me. After | was born, my family lived in the second floor apartment visible at the
rear of the restaurant.

Cleo owned a number of businesses in Ventura. During WWII she had a grocery
store and bakery on Ventura Avenue where Johnny's Burritos is today. She owned
a dress shop called the Toggery on Oak Street. She also owned the Town and
Country, a drive-in restaurant with car hops on Thompson Boulevard, (then
highway 101) where Jack in the Box sits today.

image above available here:_Boston Library Tichnor Brothers Postcard Collection

- Rick Manzer

LET'S TALK

S i, N
Civil engagement brings neighbors together and has sent Pamela Hazard, as
former chair of the MVCC, back to college as a guest speaker to Cal Lutheran

University's (CLU), Civic Engagement class.

Ventura resident and teacher Sandy Smith, from Sespe Consulting Inc., began
inviting MVCC representatives to this class years ago to highlight the role of
Community Councils in the civic engagement process. Everyone has enjoyed
the dialogue and exchange of ideas and Pamela has returned as a guest speaker
each year since 2014.

In the beginning, to some international students, the idea of community level
involvement and decision-making was unfamiliar and foreign. More recently,
however, the class participants were all Ventura County residents, many of
whom were already active in our communities. These students came to class
with real-world questions and voiced the frustrations they have felt at
roadblocks they have already encountered when working locally. Ranging from
the Oxnard City Council recall to a new resident looking for ways to get
involved at home, Pamela tackled the topics.

"It is heartening to see the next generation of citizens be concerned and
display a desire to be engaged in their local communities," she said. Pamela
shared her early involvement in the community and transitioned to topics about
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maintaining a successful Community Council including "its role in shaping local
policy through community dialogue -- organizational bylaws, the role
of civility, community projects, fundraising and information outreach."”

Civic engagement can be as simple as participating at a local event or attending
a MVCC meeting. Every little bit helps. With each and every connection we
have the potential to better understand our community needs based on the
individuals who live here. We also have the opportunity to share our own needs
about which others may not be aware. And when we know each other a little
better, we can find even MORE ways to work together. If you have not attended
a MVCC meeting we hope you will join us for our next meeting when we return
in September.

- Heather Lacayo-Neace/Pamela Hazard

DON'T FORGET FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY!

Please join us as we continue through the summer with fun,
friends and food! Stop by the MVCC booth to say "HI

NEIGHBOR!"

Midtown Ventura's Food Truck Friday on July 19 in the Trader
Joe's lot at Pacific View Mall from 5-9 pm
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NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
Thursday, September 13, 7 PM
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue

AGENDA
TBD

Speakers:
TBD

You will hear from us again prior to the next meeting and we hope to see you at
Food Truck Friday! Stop by the booth to say hello!

Website Agenda  Community Pride Food Trucks Resources About

Contact
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