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With a student in the Ventura Unified School District,
I’ll be watching closely as the schools reopen starting
Monday, April 12. It’s a sure bet school life will be far
different from than when students left campus in
March 2020. That’s why I look forward to hearing
from Ventura Unified Trustee Sabrena Rodriguez at
Thursday’s meeting.

Students returning to campuses will face temperature
checks, mandatory social distancing and mask
requirements as a precaution. Students will start with
in-person classes two days a week (the remainder online) before going full time by
month’s end.

Rodriguez, fellow trustees and district staff had to become well-versed in Covid-19
safety precautions. Now they expect students to do their part so they can have a
somewhat normal school year.

I will be a bit nostalgic when the discussion shifts to the new playground structure to
replace the Rainbow Bridge structure at Lemon Grove School/Blanche Reynolds
School. The climbing structure was a fun place to take my daughter, Grace, as a
young child. She’s graduating from Ventura High School in June and when we
played at Rainbow Bridge more than a decade ago, the playground was already well
worn.
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Principal Dr. Susan Martinez will talk about the district’s plans for a new playground
and Lemon Grove School transitioning to a kindergarten through eighth-grade
program.

Leading off the meeting, Barry Zimmerman, director of the Ventura County Health
Care Agency, will update how Covid-19 vaccination efforts are going in the county.
He’s very informative and brings great clarity to what is happening locally.

Ventura City Councilman Doug Halter will provide an update the progress of the
city’s General Plan. The plan serves as a blueprint for the city’s development in the
coming decades. Later in the meeting, the MVCC will do a brief informational on the
“Midtown Vision” that we will submit to the consultant updating the general plan.

Darrick Brunk, special operations commander for the Ventura Police Department,
will offer an update on crime issues in the Midtown community.

The MVCC meeting starts at 7 p.m. Thursday and takes place over Zoom.
Attendees can register here to receive an access code.—Gregg Mansfield

MVCC to Host Food Drive for Food Share

In appreciation of Food Share of
Ventura County speaking at
Thursday’s MVCC general meeting,
the Community Council is going to do a
food drive at Caffrodite Community
Collective. Residents are encouraged
to drop off food items on Saturday,
April 10 at Caffrodite, 1987 E. Main St.

Food Share’s Chief Development
Officer Jennifer Caldwell will update
how the organization is combating food
insecurity during the pandemic. The
numbers are staggering with 1 in 6

people in Ventura County is struggling with food insecurity.

Caldwell will be speaking as part of the MVCC’s Spotlight on Nonprofits and their
efforts in the county.—Gregg Mansfield

Midtown Visioning

On April 11, 2019 at our Midtown general meeting at Cooper Hall, we spent most of
the evening in a workshop dedicated to identifying the most important issues in
Midtown, and the Ventura area, in preparation for the then-upcoming General Plan.
Just as the City started to get things in motion Covid-19 stopped all work for quite a
while. The General Plan Committee is now meeting monthly with another meeting
later this month on April 20 and a visioning meeting on May 18. Both virtual meetings
are from 6 to 8:30 p.m.
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MVCC wants our vision from two years ago, along with some timely modifications
since, to inform the General Plan. These are issues that our community feels should
be addressed in Ventura’s vision for the future. The last part of April’s meeting we
will discuss the additions to the current MVCC Vision. 

I just reread the “Midtown by Design” final report from 2001, a visioning process held
over three consecutive Saturdays in 2001 at Will Rogers School. We had an average
of 75 attendees per meeting and many of the issues have been addressed while
many still need to be worked on.

The following is what we identified at the Midtown Vision General Meeting on April
11, 2019, the updates are in parenthesis. At our meeting we identified our priorities
by writing suggestions on flip charts and then using dots to cast our votes.               

Single ideas which received the most votes were as follows:

1. Planning--housing and affordability a big challenge; underserved communities.
2. Main Street, not pedestrian friendly, (southside of mall at Emma Avenue), no
sidewalks. (Currently MVCC received a grant to beautify the corner of Emma
Avenue and Main Street. and we have also been planning to renovate the southside
of Main Street from Five Points to the Auto Center near Mills.)
3. Foothill corridor closed through Ventura High School; study overpasses so street
doesn’t have to be closed.
4. Lighting--Shouldn’t be so bright, should be more comfortable and shielded lights
to be dark sky compliant.
5. Separated bike lanes.
6 (tied)
a. Climate action plan.
b. Trees--Protect and increase; better street tree master plan, right type of trees
planted.

Read More

Main Street Mixed-Use Project Gets Initial Approval

The city’s Design Review
Committee gave its blessing to
a mixed-use project that will
include eight residential units
and commercial space in
Midtown Ventura. The
committee voted 3-0 for the
project at 1718 East Main
Street.

Applicant Ted O’Brien is proposing a new 6,000 square-foot building, renovating an
existing 4,300 square-foot building and constructing eight new residential units.
Plans call for five one-bedroom apartments, two studios and a two-bedroom
apartment. The two buildings will be connected by internal courtyards for access to
the apartments with 14 onsite parking spaces.

Ventura’s Planning Commission will review the project at its meeting on April 28.—
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Gregg Mansfield

New executive officers and at-large board members were elected in March to
the Midtown Ventura Community Council. The membership unanimously
approved the following slate: Chair-Gregg Mansfield, Vice-Chair Eric Berg,
Secretary-Cherie Egbert, Correspondence Secretary-Pamela Hazard and
Treasurer-Dan Long; and at-large board members David Ferrin, John Jones,
Karen Flock and Christine Burke.

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council
Virtual Meeting
April 11, 2021, 7 p.m.

Vaccination Update—Barry Zimmerman, Director, Ventura County Health Care
Agency

Ventura Police Department—Darrick Brunk, Special Operations Commander

General Plan Update—Ventura City Councilman Doug Halter, District 2

Spotlight on Nonprofits: Food Share Ventura County—Jennifer Caldwell, Chief
Development Officer

Reopening of Ventura Unified Schools—Sabrena Rodriguez, Board Trustee, Area 2

Rainbow Bridge Playground Replacement Project and programmatic changes at
Lemon Grove/Blanche Reynolds School—Principal Dr. Susan Martinez

Midtown Vision Informational—Dan Long, Karen Flock, MVCC Board Members

Website Agenda Community
Pride

Resources About

Midtown Ventura Community

Council
P.O. Box 1041

Ventura, CA 93002

MVCC Board
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