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World in Changes

At our general meeting on Thursday, March 12, we will hear
about a variety of issues including an update on the Novel
Coronavirus, a presentation about human trafficking and a look
at the new Coastline Ventura luxury apartments above Highway
101.

LY. There are so many things going on in our lives these days, none
Dan Long, Chair  the |east of these is everyone's concern over the Novel
Coronavirus, Covid-19. The virus numbers and locations of
outbreaks are changing daily and it is important to get the latest updates and
correct information to help alleviate fears that we may have. The best way to do
that is to have accurate and complete as possible transparent information.

Ventura County Public Information Officer Ashley Bautista will be first on the
agenda to bring us the latest updates, including precautions we should be taking
according to Ventura County Public Health Officer Dr. Robert Levin. Stay up to
date on the current situation at

The second item on our agenda will be an important issue our Board wanted to
learn more about and share with the community, Human Trafficking.

Detective Corporal Quinn Redeker leads the Special Victim's Unit for the Ventura
Police Department. The Special Victim's Unit handles investigating Human
Trafficking cases and Detective Cpl. Redeker will be presenting information on
Human Trafficking at our meeting. He will discuss what is human tracking, what
human trafficking looks like in Ventura County and how to combat it. He will
answer any questions after his presentation.

Wrapping up the evening will be Michael Borja of Bell Partners Inc., whose
company is building the Coastline

Ventura luxury apartments above the

freeway on Sanjon Road. Mr. Borja is

the Community and Site Oversight

Manager for the project. | have been

asked so many questions about this

project and it will be great to hear his



https://www.midtownventura.org/
http://www.vcemergency.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midtown-Ventura-Community-Council/129331720473080
http://instagram.com/midtownfoodtruckfriday

presentation and provide answers.

The MVCC general meeting starts at 7 pm at Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 75
MacMillan Avenue.-Dan Long, Chair

Commentary: Community Engagement

Civic engagement is a cornerstone of democracy and certainly the focus of all
community councils in our city. It is a chance for neighbors to be informed and
participate in a discussion about changes being contemplated that may affect
their lives.

At the City Council meeting on March 2, there was discussion about dismantling
both the Design Review Committee (DRC) and the Historic Preservation
Committee (HPC). These two volunteer groups, led by local citizens, have for
many years given the public a chance to weigh in on changes that are being made
regarding building in our city while still at an early stage of development. The
DRC spends a great deal of time to ensure that high quality design and materials
are being used and the HPC makes sure the context of surrounding
neighborhoods and important architecture remain intact which adds to the
heritage of our city.

The determination of both the DRC and HPC will be coming back to a City Council
meeting at some point that could be in a few weeks or in several months. The city
paid for the Matrix Report, which included 57 recommendations, none of which
included dissolving the HPC or DRC. Of the 25 people that spoke on March 2,
almost all admitted that there are flaws that could be addressed in both groups.
One of the biggest problems is the outdated 1997 City Design Guidelines along
with the length of the time it can take to get through the necessary legislative
actions.

Perhaps we should be looking to fix the existing problems of which the Matrix
Report has many suggestions how to correct. The expertise that these volunteers
bring to the table is an invaluable asset that saves taxpayer money from paying to
hire experts, on top of which, they know the community as opposed to
consultants that may not.

These experts on either the DRC or HPC include architects, preservation
professionals and other qualified citizens, who spend many hours researching
projects for free to reach an informed decision.

Darin Schindler Named New Police Chief

The City of Ventura went in-house for its new Police Chief, hiring Assistant
Police Chief Darin Schindler to lead the department following the retirement
of Chief Ken Corney. Schindler will start as Police Chief on April 4.

Schindler has been with the Ventura Police
Department since 1995, starting his career in law
enforcement with the Port Hueneme Police



Department in 1989. With the Ventura Police
Department, Schindler has served as the assistant
police of chief for the past five years.

"Darin Schindler has been a strong leader in the
Ventura Police Department for many years, and |
am excited to see him take over as our next
Police Chief," said Mayor Matt LaVere in a press
release. "Although Chief Corney leaves behind
very big shoes to fill, there is no one | trust more
than Darin to lead the department and continue
our mission of building a safe and prosperous
Ventura."

Corney has been Ventura's Police Chief since
2009 and announced in December that he planed
to retire.-Gregg Mansfield

Darin Schindler

Loma Vista School's Outdoor Education Sessions

When VUSD Superintendent Dr. Roger Rice spoke at our Midtown Ventura
Community Council meeting in January he shared the idea of some schools
having a specialized focus for drawing more students, similar to magnet
schools.

MVCC has organized a two-day curriculum for every class to help students
understand the connection their garden has to the improving the
environment later this month. When Principal Mike Wise and | initially talked
about this program, he expressed wanting to expand on this quite a bit
next year having already taken steps to increase Outdoor Education at the
school previously. The Loma Vista PTA also seems very interested in
expanding these types of valuable experiences for these young scholars.

Instructors lined up include David White, Haili Matsukawa and Kris Guzman.

White is the Project coordinator and Educator with Once Upon a Watershed'a
program in partnership with the e

Ventura Land Trust. He has been
involved in numerous environmental
groups in Ventura County for the
past 25 years.

Matsukawa, environmental services
specialist with Ventura Water, was
recently awarded the Community Engagement and Outreach Person of the
Year by the California Water Environment Association's Tri-Counties Section.

Guzman, a retired teacher who taught at Will Rogers Elementary School,
accomplished major transformations there including adding a grove of fruit



trees, other gardens and incorporating best practices in outdoor education. |
was always amazed how the students gravitated toward her at lunch and
recesses to quench their thirst for knowledge about plants. Guzman looked
like a Pied Piper, always with a throng of students eager to get their hands
digging in the earth.

Brian Brodersen, the Landscape Architect who designed the California
Coastal Native Garden at Loma Vista Elementary School recently met with all
the instructors to share his concept and knowledge of the plants.

While outdoor education sessions aren't open to the public, there a chance
to learn more and help work on garden this Saturday, March 14, from 8:30
to 11 a.m. The "Second Saturday" garden workday is being led by Laura
Bauer, Cherie Egbert and Laura Maher to spruce up the garden.-Dan Long

M

Elections for Midtown Officers and members of the Board of Directors will be
held at our general meeting on April 9. Please let any of our Board members
know if you're interested in serving. Nominations may also be made from
the floor at the April Meeting. Nominees must be present and you can go to
our website to check the requirements.

MVCC Board of Directors & Committee Chairs

Dan Long, Cherie Egbert, Pamela Hazard,
Chair Vice Chair Secretary
805.653.6573 805.901.0090 805.570.7423
Karen Flock, Heather Lacayo-Neace, John Jones,
Treasurer At Large At Large
805.850.7423 310.866.9783 805.628.2520
David Ferrin, Gregg Mansfield, Rick Manzer,
At Large At Large At Large
805.653.5088 805.276.5135 805.844.2291

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
Thursday, March 12, 2020, 7 PM
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue

AGENDA

Novel Coronavirus, Covid-19 Update -Ashley Bautista, Ventura County Public
Information Officer


https://www.midtownventura.org/midtown-ventura-agenda

Human Trafficking in Ventura -Detective Corporal Quinn Redeker, Special Victim's
Unit, Ventura Police Department

Coastline Ventura luxury apartments -Michael Borja of Bell Partners Inc.
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