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The Long and Winding Parking Lot

We have been working on the Midtown Commons
project seriously for more than 10 years, and it's been
a gleam in our eye for almost 20 years. In 2001 we
participated in a series of “Take Part” workshops that
culminated in “Midtown by Design”; one of the
Implementation Steps under Five Points Urban
Design was to “make some changes in the existing
parking areas including the municipal lot on South
Katherine Drive that promote community use as
park/events space.” Now it is about to come to
fruition.

On May 18, 2011, David Ferrin, then Chair of MVCC, gave a 5-minute introduction to
the Midtown Commons Park to the City’s Parks and Recreation Commission. The
Commission was enthusiastic about a park occupying a portion of the city parking
lot. David had come up with the name for our Midtown space from Boston
Commons, the oldest public park in the United States, established in 1634 in
downtown Boston.

The specific idea was originally brought to the board by then-Community Pride Chair
Jerome Holt. He had seen the renovation of a parking lot near Portland, Oregon
online and thought that this underutilized parking lot would be ideal for such a
project. We're talking about the parking lot between Main Street and Thompson
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Boulevard, Katherine and Hartman Drive.

Former Ventura Mayor Bill Fulton helped out by working out the idea of not losing
any parking spaces, a concern of the adjacent businesses. The lot is an assessment
district parking lot for the surrounding businesses.

Brian Brodersen, a landscape architect and David Ferrin, architect and general
contractor, worked on the plans and scoping for many years and continue to
shepherd this project. Rick Raives, former public works director with the City of
Ventura, met with us and other department heads and supported our efforts.
Sometime after the plans were approved by the city.

Stormwater runoff has become a major issue in any planning process as it continues
to be a major contributor of ocean pollution. Holt wrote back in 2011, “Traditional city
codes have been written to treat water as a flood hazard, directing it to the street
where it leads to storm drains and the ocean. When water runs off our properties, it
takes with it landscape chemicals, automobile exhaust and oil, animal feces and
more.” Midtown Commons is designed to direct runoff back into the groundwater.

Finally, last month the City Council funded the project and awarded the construction
contract to FS Contractors Inc. for Midtown Commons. Construction is scheduled to
start this April. MVCC’s contribution of $20,000 was a key driver in moving the
project forward. MVCC volunteers raised the money with Food Truck Fridays, the
family oriented event at the Pacific View Mall for six years in a great partnership with
the mall.

Midtown Commons, like a lot of good ideas and projects, can take many years to
become a reality. At times we wondered if we would get it completed. | am very
happy to have been able to see this project fully funded with construction set to
begin soon while my term as Chair is coming to an end this month. It has been my
honor to serve as Chair of this great volunteer organization and try our best,
alongside all our great board members, to implement the goals of MVCC, “Dedicated
to the preservation, enhancement and revitalization of the Midtown area."—Dan
Long

Supervisor LaVere to Speak at Thursday’s MVCC Meeting

Ventura County Supervisor Matt LaVere will be the
featured speaker at the Midtown Ventura Community
Council meeting this Thursday.

Supervisor LaVere will address the latest on the Covid-19
vaccination efforts and talk about the transition from
serving as Ventura’s mayor to being elected Ventura
County Supervisor. He will take questions as time
permits.

There will be a special presentation from the Ventura
Police Department's Patrol Task Force team (PTF), which
oversees the homeless efforts and works with the Safe

and Clean program.



There will also be a short presentation, “Spotlight on Volunteers/Nonprofits” featuring
Heidi Coffey with the National Charity League Juniors, a charity organization of local
women. She will discuss their philanthropy, which includes the Center for Children's
Cancer and Blood Disease at Ventura County Medical Center. In addition, they have
been helping to support the Ronald McDonald living room that is being built at the
same hospital, which will be the largest Ronald McDonald living room in America.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. and to participate in Thursday's Zoom meeting register
here—Dan Long

MVCC to Hold Annual Election for Board

Midtown Ventura Community Council’s annual election for Executive Officers and
Board members at-large will take place at our virtual meeting on Thursday. The
board met as the nominating committee and have come up with a slate of
officers. All at-large board members will also be considered.

The slate is as follows: Chair-Gregg Mansfield, Vice-Chair Eric Berg, Secretary-
Cherie Egbert, Correspondence Secretary-Pamela Hazard and Treasurer-Dan Long;
and at-large board members David Ferrin, John Jones, Karen Flock and Christine
Burke.

Nominations will also be taken from the floor for Executive Officers and at-large
board members. If others are interested in serving, we would like to hear from you.
Currently we have nine board members and the bylaws allow for as many as 11
members.

To be eligible to vote, or be on the board or serve as an executive officer, one must
be a member of the Midtown Ventura Community Council and have attended at least
one meeting ("virtually") in the last calendar year. To be a member one must live,
own property or own a business within our Midtown boundaries.

The boundaries for Midtown Ventura are: Highway 101 to the south; San Jon
Road/San Jon Barranca/Crimea Street (east side) to the West Mills Road (both
sides); and the crest line of the Ventura hills to the north.

You must also fill out a membership form. If you are not already a member, forms
can be downloaded here.

Kathy Bremer, secretary of the College Community Council, will be officiating the
election.—Dan Long

Housing Development Slated for DRC Review

One of the largest new housing
developments proposed for
Midtown Ventura is slated to go
before the Design Review
Committee on March 17 and
the Planning Commission on
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April 28. Seventy-two
townhomes are proposed for an
old industrial and storage yard
on Channel Drive just east of
Seaward Avenue.

Developer Warmington
Residential is behind the Haley
Point project on the 4.3-acre
site that will offer two- and
three-bedroom homes from
1,362 to 2,075 square feet. The townhomes will be concentrated in 15 buildings,
consisting of two and three stories. Each townhome will have attached private
garages for two cars. An additional 13 parking spaces will be available for visitors on
the property and on-street parking on Channel Drive.

The project is proposed to have a central courtyard and a meandering walking path
as well as a covered trellis picnic area and barbecue. Warmington Residential calls
the architectural style "Coastal Contemporary" drawing inspiration from the
Rosewood Miramar Beach Hotel in Montecito.

Neighbors have expressed concerns about increased traffic and whether there is
enough water to support new development, especially as Ventura County faces
another drought.

If the project is approved by the city, the site could be cleared as early as July with
construction taking 18 to 20 months, according to the developer's timeline.

On the same night the Haley Point project is scheduled for the Design Review
Committee, another development on Thompson Boulevard adjacent to Discovery
Ventura. The Thom-Cruz project consists of a 12-unit multifamily residential building
at an old gas station currently being used as a nursery.—Gregg Mansfield

Construction is
about to start on a
new Starbucks
Coffee Shop at the
site of an old
Arby’s restaurant
at Main Street and
Mills Road. The
coffee shop, which
was approved in
June 2020, will
include a drive-thru
and outdoor patio
space.
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March 11, 2021, 7 p.m.

Ventura County Supervisor Matt LaVere
Ventura Police Department—Patrol Task Force
Spotlight on Nonprofits—Heidi Coffey, National Charity League Juniors
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