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Local Chef Helps in Ukraine Humanitarian Effort

As the world lurches from one crisis to the next,
Ventura resident Tim Kilcoyne has been there
serving warm meals with a side of compassion. As
the humanitarian crisis continues to unfold in the
Ukraine, Kilcoyne is there with World Central
Kitchen, the remarkable organization founded by
celebrity chef Jose Andres.

Many of you know Kilcoyne from when he and his
wife, Lisa, owned the Sidecar restaurant on Main Street, then the Scratch food truck
and Scratch Counter at the Collection in Oxnard. During the Thomas Fire in 2017,
Kilcoyne worked with Andres when his organization came to the area to feed
firefighters and fire victims. Kilcoyne joined World Central Kitchen as the director of
chef operations, a job that has taken him to natural and manmade disasters around
the world.

Kilcoyne arrived in the Ukraine shortly after Russia’s unjust invasion of the country.
His last update was near the Romanian border, where he visited a local church
providing hot meals to refugees waiting up to 10 hours to cross the border.

The World Central Kitchen has been doing incredible work and Kilcoyne has been at
the forefront of the effort. Most of us feel powerless watching the video and reading
the stories coming out of the Ukraine, Midtown resident Deb Dawson, owner of
Deserts to Die For, and chef Anastashia Chavez held a bake sale raising $3,700 in
support of Kilcoyne’s work with World Central Kitchen. Donations can be made to the
group here.

Our thoughts are with the people of the Ukraine, a speedy end to the war and
grateful for the work Tim Kilcoyne is doing in Eastern Europe.—Gregg Mansfield 

Parks, Cannabis, Homeless Prevention Fund at Thursday's MVCC Meeting

The Midtown Ventura
Community Council will
hold its general meeting
on Thursday, March 10,
starting at 7 pm via
Zoom. Register for a link
here.

Emily Fox and Stacey
Zarazua from the City of
Ventura Parks
Department will offer
more information about
the status of the new Inclusive playground at Arroyo Verde Park and plans for the
Westpark Skatepark. MVCC Vice-Chair Eric Berg, who is involved with both projects
as a landscape architect with Pacific Coast Land Design, will supplement the update
with more information.

Following the police update, MVCC’s spotlight on nonprofits will include a short
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presentation from Sue Brinkmeyer, board president of the Ventura Homeless
Prevention Fund. VHPF is a local 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that prevents
homelessness in the City of Ventura by keeping people in their homes. Over 90
percent of those they help on a onetime basis are still in their homes one year later.
Further information can be found here.

Yesenia Anderson from Ventura Community Development Department will share a
short summary of the process of cannabis business permits, next steps, and where
the public can go to view Cannabis information and register for “Notify Me” here.

The City of Ventura voters approved a ballot measure for the taxation of cannabis in
the City of Ventura in November 2020. City Council approved a regulatory ordinance
on February 24, 2021, allowing certain types of commercial cannabis businesses to
operate in the City of Ventura with a cannabis business permit.

The MVCC will also hold its annual election at Thursday’s meeting.—Dan Long

MVCC Election Information

The Midtown Ventura Community Council (MVCC)
Nominating Committee is nominating the following slate
to serve as the Board of Directors for the next year,
including Officers and At Large board members:

Gregg Mansfield, Chair; Eric Berg, Vice Chair; Dan
Long, Treasurer; Cherie Egbert, Secretary; Pamela
Hazard, Corresponding Secretary; Karen Flock, At
Large; John Jones, At Large; David Ferrin, At Large;
and
Christine Burke, At Large.

The five officers have each served a one-year term and are eligible under the Bylaws
to serve one more consecutive term.

The Board has established the number of Directors as nine for now, to be
reevaluated in the future when more meetings are held in-person.

The election will be held at the March 10, 2022 meeting. Additional candidates may
be nominated at the meeting. The person nominated must be virtually present and
must agree to serve. Slate candidates are not required to be present; they have
already agreed to serve.

Each candidate will have 30 seconds to state why they want to serve and why they
feel qualified to serve.

Dan Long currently serves as the Chair of the Historic Committee. Cherie Egbert
serves as the Chair of the Community Pride Committee. Gregg Mansfield serves as
the Chair of the Newsletter Committee.

To vote or hold office one must be a member of the MVCC. To be a member, one
must be a resident, property owner, or owner of a licensed business in the Midtown
Ventura area and be 18 years of age or older. The boundaries of the Midtown
Ventura area are: south, the 101 Ventura Freeway; west, San Jon Road/San Jon
Barranca/Crimea Street (east side); north, crest line of the Ventura hills; east, Mills
Road (both sides).

To vote for the Officers and Board Members at Large one must be a member and
have attended (including virtually) at least one General Meeting in the prior 12
months.—Karen Flock

Green Building Permit Notices

I found out several months ago that the
bright green notice cards, that were
prominently placed on construction job
sites that would need a building permit,
were no longer required. The notice cards
ensured neighbors the city was aware of
the work being done. I am curious about
when and why the city made that
decision.

There is a home near mine on Chrisman Avenue being worked on, what looked like
a demolition. I called the city planning counter and found out they did not need to
have a green building permit notice posted anymore for projects that would need to
be permitted. I also found out that “like for like” windows were also not mandatory
anymore. Similar type window styles and materials could be used, especially on
older homes in historic neighborhoods, to maintain their authenticity. I'd like to
understand the reasoning behind these changes.

https://venturahomelessprevention.org
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You may be able to find much of the information online now, but some citizens are
not a savvy online and can't find the information. It doesn't seem having the notice
on site is really an extra burden.

When a neighbor sees a green notice, they are assured that whatever someone is
doing on their property it is being done to code. A city inspector will be coming out to
make sure it is done correctly and safe. Most licensed contractors know what the
codes call for, but they change. Many people hire handymen or unlicensed
contractors who are not as well versed.

Less scrupulous workers may not care, especially if the owner did not bother to pull
a permit. It is truly a safety issue. Many citizens are not pulling permits these days
because of lengthy delays in getting their permit or not wanting to pay the extra cost.
Some contractors may be telling customers not to worry about the permit due to the
wait time. They may want to do the work now or perhaps they feel the city does not
have the personnel to do the enforcement.

There are some land speculators doing wholesale business of gutting and reselling
homes in our historic neighborhoods. Some new homeowners may not appreciate
that new changes they want to do could adversely impact the charm of their new
neighborhood. Out of character modifications can destroy the historic integrity and
context of some of our most valued neighborhoods. At the very least it would be nice
to know that they are following the law.

Above all it is a health and safety issue. Bad electrical or plumbing can not only
affect the persons living there but their neighbors as well. I recall an apartment
building on Santa Clara trying to add another unit in the basement and causing the
whole building unsafe to inhabit. All the tenants had to be relocated and the building
was red tagged for many months.—Dan Long

MVCC Cleanup Project

Since planting trees and native plants
at the corner of Emma Avenue and
Main Street in November, a few
weeds popped up. Several MVCC
board members spent a couple hours
in late February weeding the median
and watering the trees and plants.
The native trees are looking great.
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