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Main Street is Moving in Midtown

Take a long walk along Main Street in Midtown Ventura
and it’s easy to see the changes. A new façade here, a
coat of paint there and new buildings are changing one of
Ventura’s major thoroughfares.

What caught my attention recently was the remodeling of
the old Ferraro’s Italian Restaurant at 2788 E. Main
Street. While I was secretly wishing Ferraro’s would reopen and start serving its
delicious cheese pizzas, the space is reportedly becoming an insurance office.

Just across the street Community Memorial Healthcare put a coat of paint on the
buildings it owns, helping a stretch of Main Street that has long needed reinvestment.
A block up the street, the opening of The Grape, a jazz club and bar, has brought
new nightlife to Midtown Ventura.

Walking Main Street in Midtown Ventura, I counted at least five building renovations,
including the beautifully remodeled Main Street and Obstetrics & Gynecology office
at 2415 E. Main St. With the soon-to-be-completed housing projects in front of
Ventura High School and the smaller World Oil mixed-use development in the 1500
block, Main Street is quickly changing.

While the new buildings and facades have been years in the making, I asked a real
estate friend why we’re seeing so much action in Midtown Ventura. He believes it
comes down to affordability, accessible parking, and estate planning. Longtime
property owners are selling, letting a new generation of entrepreneurs reinvest in the
commercial property.

All the construction has caught the attention of some residents who are decrying the
new development. When you see high-rise housing going up throughout the city, it’s
easy to forget these projects have been in the development pipeline for years.

I get that residents may hate the new Starbucks and Mobil/7-Eleven at Mills Road
and Main Street or object to the size of Villa San Clemente across from Ventura
High School but I think we can all agree that one thing Midtown Ventura doesn’t
need is another vape shop.—Gregg Mansfield

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://thegrapeventura.com/
https://mainstreetobgyn.com/


Supervisor LaVere to Speak on Thursday to MVCC

Ventura County Supervisor Matt LaVere will be the
featured speaker Thursday as the Midtown Ventura
Community Council returns to in-person meetings.

The in-person meeting starts at 7 p.m. in Cooper Hall
next to Grace Church, 65 MacMillan Avenue. The
meeting will not be streamed.

LaVere, a former Ventura Mayor, was elected to the
Ventura County Board of Supervisors in 2020. He is
currently the Chair and represents the City of Ventura
and Ojai. As part of his presentation, LaVere will
discuss the County of Ventura governmental
structure, goals, past accomplishments, and projects on the horizon for the benefit of
the Midtown community.

In addition to LaVere speaking, members will hear from BEACON (Beach Erosion
Authority for Clean Oceans and Nourishment). Ventura resident Brian Brennan, who
handles special projects for the group, will talk about the effort to address coastal
erosion from Point Conception to Point Mugu. The organization was founded in 1986
and is involved in an array of coastal studies and projects.

The MVCC has also asked Brennan, who is a member on the Casitas Municipal
Water District Board of Directors, to give an update on the lake level after the recent
storms and the efforts to capture runoff.

The Ventura Police Department will give us a public safety update and the MVCC
will hold its yearly elections, which will take place after the presentations.

For any questions, please contact MVCC Chair Gregg Mansfield at 805-276-5135. 

MVCC Holding Yearly Board Elections

The Board, sitting as the Nominations Committee, has
named a slate of Officers and At-Large Board members
(10 total) as follows:

Chair, Karen Flock
Vice chair, Cherie Egbert
Secretary, Pamela Hazard
Co-Secretary, David Ferrin
Treasurer, Eric Berg
At-Large Board Members: Christine Burke, Dan Long,
John Jones, Gregg Mansfield, Arlene Martinez

The bylaws allow up to six At-Large Board Members and a total of 11 Members of
the Board. Board Officers, except for the Secretary, may only serve two consecutive
one-year terms. There is no limit on the Secretary.

To vote for Officers and Board Members, one must be a member and have attended
at least at least one meeting in the previous 12 months.

Election Process

A representative of the Nominating Committee will present the slate near the end of
our in-person general meeting at 7 pm in Cooper Hall, adjacent to Grace Church at
65 S. MacMillan Ave.

We will ask for nominations from the floor for the Officer positions. If there are none,
she will ask for a vote on the Officers. For each position for which there are two or
more candidates, the candidates will have the opportunity for a one minute
speech. If there are any nominations, we will ask for a separate vote on each
position for which there are two or more candidates. We do not have the ability for a

https://beacon.ca.gov/


secret ballot.

We will ask for Nominations from the floor for the At-Large Board Members. If there
is a nomination from the floor, the person will be asked to explain in one minute why
they want to serve. If there are six or fewer candidates, We will ask for a vote of
approval. If there are more than six candidates, the number of votes for each
candidate will be counted and the six candidates with the highest number of votes
will serve.

Loma Vista School Native Plant Garden Volunteer Opportunity 

Every third Saturday of the month,
MVCC, school families, and Surfrider
community volunteers tend to the native
plant garden and orchard on the campus
at Loma Vista school. The native plant
garden was designed and implemented
in 2014 and is lovingly maintained by the
community.

Please come and join us for our next
volunteer day Saturday, March 18, from
9-11:30 am for a portion or all this
event. It is a glorious time of the year for the garden as Spring is upon us. Bring a
pair of gloves, sun protection, and your favorite tool. If you do not have any, we have
extras for loan. Or just come visit us and learn what a native plant habitat can do for
your home or business.–Cherie Egbert
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