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Monthly General Meeting
Please join us this Thursday, May, 10 @ 7pm

Greeting Midtowners-

Spring is here! Earth Day was April 22, and at this month's upcoming meeting we'll
be hearing about what we can do to be more environmentally friendly.

A representative of the City of Ventura's Environmental Sustainability Division will
let us know about some of the things the City is working on, including:

1. Energy Action Plan: what it is and how folks can get involved;

2. Recycling & Waste Diversion: how we can all do better; and

3. Food waste prevention: how we can prevent waste and help address food
insecurity in Ventura.

Ventura Police Foundation Board member, Jennifer Duston, will discuss local
programs.

And, we'll be looking at our long term goals.

Almost a year ago, the Board identified three key areas that we want to work on:

1. Focus on neighborhood uses, including housing, on Main and Thompson;
2. Beautification of Midtown and enhancing our identity; and
3. Build the Midtown Community.

This month we'll be asking for your input as we brainstorm steps to take to make
more progress in these areas.

We will also formally elect additional members of the Board of Directors to join
the five officers who were elected in March. Nominated are: Cherie Egbert, David
Ferrin, Heather Lacayo, Dan Long, and Rick Manzer.

The time since the Thomas Fire has been very difficult for many of us. The fatal
stabbing of Anthony Mele downtown was a terrible tragedy, and once again
brought home how quickly life can change. At a future meeting, we'll hear from
the Ventura Police Department and homeless advocates about how we can
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address some of the issues brought to the forefront by these events.

Let's continue to be a resilient and supportive community.
Together we are stronger!

Karen Flock,
Chair

WORK STARTS ON ATHLETIC CLUB IN MIDTOWN

Construction has started on a new 24 Hour
Fitness at a long-vacant building near the
bus transfer station in the Pacific View Mall.

Construction workers have gutted the
interior of the building of the former
furniture store at 3350 Telegraph Road.
The building has been vacant for more than
20 years even with Trader Joe's, Staples and
BevMo! opening in recent years in the
norther portion of the mall.

nationwide.

Renovations include moving the entrance to
the southside (facing Target) and adding
several windows to the two-story building.
The building will get new paint and the
distinctive arches will remain. The athletic
club will include a lap pool, a full
complement of fitness equipment and is
slated to open by year's end.

24 Hour Fitness has more than 400 clubs

- Gregg Mansfield

A retail area at Main Street and Mills Road in Midtown is poised for a sweeping

makeover.

Gone will be an Arby's restaurant and Mobil
service station to be torn down and
replaced by a drive-thru Starbucks and a
new service station with a car wash.
Ventura's Planning Commission and Design
Review Committee is slated to review the
two separate projects at its meeting on May
16. The meeting starts at 6 pmin Ventura




City Hall.

Starbucks wants to tear down the existing restaurant and replace it with a smaller
1,670 square-foot building and add a drive-thru. The company is also requesting
sign variance to modify the pylon sign. The adjacent service station project would
include demolishing the building and replacing it with a 2,800 square foot
convenience store and a new car wash. - Gregg Mansfield

Community Council to Keep Traditional Boundaries

The Midtown Ventura Community Council (MVCC) will keep its historic boundary in
place at Mills Road with no plans to divide the midtown community. Recent
changes made by the College Area Community Council (CACC), to match new city
voting districts, will cause overlap for some members.

While City Council voting districts may change again following the 2020 census,
the MVCC remains constant and dedicated to existing and future plans in the
midtown community. Continued representation of midtown neighborhoods with
established events such as Food Truck Friday, community beautification projects
and other programs for the entire midtown area remain a priority.

The MVCC was founded 21 years ago and boundaries are based on geography,
extending to: San Jon Road, Highway 101, the crestline of the Ventura Hills and
Mills Road on both sides.

When the CACC voted in late April to expand its boundary southwest from Mills
Road to include the Pacific View Mall and Dunning Street, as well as an expansion
to the east they explained that their decision stemmed from Ventura's move to
district-based elections for City Council and will, at least temporarily, align the
CACC with the new District 3 that was instituted in January.

To view existing crossovers of City Council Voting Districts with Community
Council Boundaries CLICK HERE.

City Council Voting Districts are marked by colors while Community Council
Boundaries are marked by dotted lines. (note: CACC's new boundary overlap has
not yet been updated on the map)

- Gregg Mansfield & Heather Lacayo-Neace

Food Truck Friday Honors Unsung Thomas Fire Heroes 5/18

s Bring the family and say thanks to first responders at
e Midtown Ventura's Food Truck Friday on May 18 in
the Trader Joe's lot at the Pacific View Mall.

This month we're honoring the Ventura County Fire Department and Ventura
County Sheriff's Department along with the county's Office of Emergency Service
personnel. We also expect staff from the Ventura County Fairgrounds and Animal
Services, providing vital services during the Thomas Fire. The historic fire charred
273,000 acres and destroyed more than 500 structures in Ventura.
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There are lots of free activities for children & the Pacific View Mall

¢ ‘W provides free face painting and balloon animals for youths.

&l More than 15 gourmet food and dessert trucks will be serving from 5-
B 9 pm. The event is a fundraiser for the Midtown Ventura Community
Council with proceeds going to the Midtown Commons project.

MVCC Board of Directors & Committee Chairs

Karen Flock,
Chair

805.850.2591

Pamela Hazard,
Corresponding
Secretary

805.570.7423

David Ferrin,
Newsletter
Co-Chair

805.653.5088

Heather Lacayo-Neace,
Newsletter
Co-Chair

310.866.9783

NEXT MEETING

Thursday, May 10, 7 PM
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue

AGENDA

Community Environmental Council - April Price

Gregg Mansfield,
Vice Chair

805.276.5135

John Jones,
Treasurer

& Community Pride
Co-Chair

805.628.2520

Cherie Egbert,
Community Pride
Co-Chair

805.901.0090

Nora Paulson,
Secretary

805.320.8700

Dan Long,
Historic Committee
Co-Chair

805.653.6573

Rick Manzer,
Historic Committee
Co-Chair

805.844.2291

Ventura Police Community Foundation - Jennifer Duston

Ventura Police Department

Request for VMCC Member Input
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