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Little Things Matter 

Various art displays have appeared in Midtown Ventura during the pandemic.

All of us have had to adjust to a very different environment than the one we had
just a few months ago. We are all being affected differently when it comes to
living and economic situations. Trying to keep our spirits up and be as healthy
and productive as we can be has taken on a myriad of new lifestyle choices.

I have noticed many more families in my neighborhood walking and biking. I see
so many residents sprucing up homes, yards and doing some serious gardening.
Talking to folks on your block or others walking by, from a safe distance, is a
great way of socializing which helps our mental health and lifts all of our spirits.

Sharing the literal "fruits of our labor" from our gardens is
another wonderful way to connect with neighbors that may not
be right next door but just down the street or around the
corner. Much like sometimes through the years, you may have
had someone leave a zucchini the size of a prize-winning
oblong Pumpkin on your doorstep. You can safely knock, leave
your bounty on their porch and say hello from a safe distance
when they answer.

While we all can connect digitally, nothing can replace a well-placed smile face to
face, even at 6 feet apart.

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midtown-Ventura-Community-Council/129331720473080


Courtesy, Responsibilities and Respect 

Some of the key responsibilities of a community council are to inform residents
and businesses of changes in the area, preserving the parts of our community we
cherish, improving safety and beautifying all our neighborhoods plus to support
the vitality of our local businesses. One important task that helps with all our
aspirations is trying to help with community-building in our neighborhoods.

MVCC has and continues to work on beautification projects that lift the
community together. Some examples are the Loma Vista School California Native
Garden, Midtown Commons (the enhancement of a Midtown public parking lot
that we believe will be starting in a few months), and the current application of a
grant to improve a blighted area on East Main Street near the Pacific View Mall.
(See grant story below.)

All of us share responsibilities with how we interact with our fellow citizens
during this pandemic no matter how you may personally feel about it or its
causes. The vast majority of people are doing their part to be mindful of their
actions in public.

Whether you believe wearing a mask may protect you or may protect you from
infecting others, it is a courtesy at the very least. All of our neighbors who are
making sure we are able to buy groceries, provide our prescriptions, deliver our
mail and packages and work where we pick up essential supplies of all kinds,
deserve a little inconvenience from all of us. Not to mention the courtesy we owe
other first responders including police, fire and all of our medical providers
literally risking their lives to keep us safe. The thing that worries me the most is
not that I will contact Covid-19, but much worse, that I may be asymptomatic and
give it to someone else.
 
I hope, as always that all of you and yours remain safe, healthy and secure in your
housing. It seems we may have a long way to go to before we can let our guard
down. Hopefully, we will come out of this harmful event by learning to make
improvements in our environment and perhaps how we treat each other whether
we agree with them or not.-Dan Long, Chair

MVCC Seeking Grant for Main Street Beautification



A rendering of a proposed beautification at Main Street and Emma Avenue.
(Rendering courtesy Eric Berg)

The Midtown Ventura Community Council has a vision to beautify the south
side of East Main Street from Emma Avenue to Lemon Grove Avenue near the
Pacific View Mall. In places, the quarter-mile stretch is blighted and in need
of some additional landscaping and continuity.

MVCC hopes to receive a grant to start improving the area. The City of
Ventura Measure O Beautification Granting Pilot Program is intended to help
community groups and nonprofit organizations complete projects that
beautify the community. Many groups in Ventura are hoping to receive some
of the grant money to do their projects and all projects must be on city-
owned property.

MVCC Historic Co-Chair Rick Manzer saw a renovated stretch of Sepulveda
Boulevard, as you near the Los Angeles International Airport, and thought
East Main Street near the Pacific View Mall would greatly benefit from a
similar type of improvement. Adding trees, other plantings and renovating
the fences/walls along the back of the residents' properties would create a
suitable backdrop. Painting the wall/fences with a universal dark color would
make the new plantings pop with color.

MVCC hopes to work with neighbors living along Porter Lane to develop a
separate public/private partnership to work on the back fences/walls.
 
MVCC members Eric Berg, Kacie Goff, along with direction of our Board, have
been working to apply for the grant and come up with feasible ideas that are
eligible for the funding. Berg has done quite a bit of research and created
mock-up presentations of possibilities, while Goff has written narratives that
are required in the grant proposal. We greatly appreciate their work.



While there are additional improvements we would like to see in the future
along this very heavily traveled stretch in Midtown, right now we may look at
the possibility of a more focused improvement at the entrance at Emma
Avenue or landscaping a length along Main Street that requires less
maintenance. Either one serving as a demonstration project to inspire future
beautification.-Dan Long

Ventura Launches Shared Streets Initiative

This week Ventura's Public Works Department launched a Shared Streets for
Health and Safety During COVID-19 that will impact two streets in Midtown
Ventura. San Nicholas Street and Preble Avenue will have "Local Traffic Only"
signage posted to provide more space for physical activity on traffic lanes
with slower-moving vehicles.

The city is installing similar signage for Olive Street, Mound Avenue and
Darling Road. The pilot program is modeled after initiatives in Oakland, Salt
Lake City, Utah and Seattle

According to the city, traffic patterns will not change on the "Local Traffic
Only" and "Shared Streets" configurations. Emergency services will continue
to have full access to the street network. Designated street signs for this
temporary initiative will include signage or barricades, indicating one of the
following designs:

--"Local Traffic Only," open to motorists traveling to a specific destination
on that street
--Shared Street," open to cyclists, pedestrians, and vehicles. Motorists are
encouraged to drive slowly and be extra cautious
--"Repurposed Street," temporary parking restrictions or lane changes in
select locations to widen key walking and biking corridors

The public is encouraged to provide feedback on the five pilot phase streets
as well as share ideas for other areas in the Shared Streets initiative. Click
here to submit your input.-Gregg Mansfield

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VenturaSharedStreets


MVCC's Pamela Hazard provides
sight words each day for young
children walking by her home.

Dispatches From Midtown Ventura
"Every morning the kids wake up and say, 'When can we go to Pamela's?'"

Such a simple neighborhood connection has become a part of their favorite
daily routine. The sight words are an awesome way to continue their
learning at home, but the sweet relationship they are forming with Pamela is
the big win for everyone."

Ahh, the words from my neighbor Nell,
warm my heart. I've known this young
family since they moved in three doors
down, over six years ago. For most of it,
our connection has been the casual "Hi"
and "How are you?" They have often
walked by my house, as I have by theirs.

Fast forward to Stay Safe at Home. I
realized that they were working from
home (both teachers) with a 6-year-old
and a toddler. They kindly recognized
that I
needed
help
with

shopping; especially at Trader Joe's. The connection was made.

It started with a blue bin I put behind a bush in my front yard filled with
teaching materials and children's books. The kids loved using it as a lending
library. It ended up with me, challenging my rudimentary drawing skills
daily, to put out sight words for Ada and the alphabet for Baz. 

Their daily visit is something Shula, my schnoodle and I look forward to
every day. The friendship that has blossomed will be here long after life
returns to the "new normal."-Pamela Hazard



Census Update for Midtown Ventura
With all that is going on in the world, it's easy to forget the United States is
in the middle of a national Census. Midtown Ventura residents are doing
their part to be counted with self-response rates higher than the state
andnationwide.

The census tracts that comprise
Midtown Ventura has a response
between 66 and 73 percent, said Ken
Maryanski, a partnership specialist for
the U.S. Census Bureau. City of Ventura
has an overall response rate of 67.7
percent, while statewide the response
rate is 59.7 percent. Nationwide the rate stands currently at 58.6 percent.

Completing the Census form is important because it determines how billions
of federal tax dollars are divided among states and their communities. An
undercount of residents can shortchange communities of millions in federal
money they would have been entitled to receive.

If you've been putting off completing the online survey, do it today. Every
dollar counts.-Gregg Mansfield

The Eastside Ventura Community Council will hold a virtual Town Hall
meeting on Thursday, May 21 at 7 p.m. The Mayor, City Council members
Jim Friedman and Eric Nasarenko along with a couple of Ventura Unified
School District board members will also be on this Zoom meeting. For more
information, visit www.eastventura.org.
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