midtown

VENTURA
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Midtown Ventura Community Council Newsletter

May 2019 | Published Monthly | Midtown Ventura Community Council | Vol. 22, No. 5 | Free

ATTEND OUR MEETING ON THURSDAY, MAY 9

At our May 9 meeting Ventura Police Department will give a presentation
concerning the opioid epidemic affecting Ventura and communities across our
country.

Ventura Police Detective Brent Underwood from the Street Crimes Unit will be
presenting Thursday. Detective Underwood is also a member

of the Ventura County Combined Agency Narcotic Task

Force.

The Medical Examiner's Office released its 2018 Overdose

Report in March 2019. According to the report, 1,563 deaths

were reported countywide to the Medical Examiner's Office

during calendar year 2018. Of the cases investigated, 170

deaths were due to medications, alcohol and or illicit drugs. Men accounted for
112 deaths and women accounted for 58 deaths. The highest rate of overdose
deaths in 2018 was between ages 51 and 60 years old (48 deaths). Ventura had
44 fatal overdose incidents.

Detective Underwood will give an update and answer questions. Some of the
new laws, new drugs and education for citizens of what to be aware along with
why and how to report concerns.

For our Spotlight on volunteers and nonprofits, Ally Gialketsis of Food Forward
will give us a quick update and answer questions near the beginning of the
meeting. Food Forward fights hunger and prevents food waste by rescuing fresh
surplus produce, connecting this abundance with people in need, and inspiring
others.

Also on the agenda, Gerardo Gallegos, vice-chair of the Westside Community
Council, will speak about the two nonprofits he started on the Westside. Restore
Ventura, which recently helped plant 11 trees on Coronado Street, and Kids
Brigade Garden, which sets up community gardens on the Westside. James
Forsythe, chair of the Westside Community Council, will be joining Gerardo to
talk about all the outreach they do in their neighborhood.

At our last meeting we shared a PowerPoint regarding the Ventura Vision and
some thoughts via slides of some possibilities for the future from Nick Deitch of



https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midtown-Ventura-Community-Council/129331720473080
http://instagram.com/midtownfoodtruckfriday

Main Street Architects. Nick's presentation helped open up a dialogue of many
facets of Midtown and other areas in Ventura.

Treasurer Karen Flock used an easel and wrote down concerns and issues those
in attendance shared and we were all given dots to the items we each thought
were the most important things to be addressed. Karen summarized into
categories to read easier but all votes and items on all the pages of the easel
are captured

Dan Long, Chair

Jazz Music Club Coming to Midtown Ventura

The owners of Squashed Grapes received approval to open a jazz club and bar
near Community Memorial Hospital. The city's Planning Commission voted
unanimously in April to approve the club called The Grape at 2733 East Main
Street next to Yolanda's Mexican Café.

The Grape can have live music from 10 a.m. to midnight with most of the
performances occurring in the late afternoon and evening. Because of concerns
over potential noise, the Planning Commission said the music can't be audible
from the building more than 50 feet away.

The Grape can sell alcohol from 10 a.m. to midnight daily and only people 21
years of age and older will be allowed inside.

"The Grape will provide a specialized entertainment venue to Midtown not
found at any other location in Ventura," according to a staff report. "A new and
fresh meeting place that seeks to foster community cohesion and provide a
non-disruptive environment."-Gregg Mansfield


https://files.constantcontact.com/71c3584b201/0bdc5324-826d-476b-aab3-5d5bde45a82e.pdf

Arby's Sign: Rest in Pieces

It was an unceremonious end to the classic Arby's sign at Main Street and Mills
Road. A contractor, reportedly without a permit, chopped down the sign on a
Saturday morning in April.

The building was vacant after Arby's moved to a new location in Riviera Plaza on
Telephone Road. All that remained was a hat-shape sign that was original to the
restaurant when it opened in 1969. Workers chopped the sheet metal sign into
pieces and hauled it away. The City of Ventura issued a work stoppage after the
sign had been removed.

A drive-thru Starbucks is being proposed for the vacant restaurant site. The
adjacent Mobil gas station received approval last year for a new convenience
store and car wash.-Gregg Mansfield

BRING A FRIEND TO FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY ON MAY 17!

Bring a friend to the next Midtown
Ventura's Food Truck Friday on May 17
in the Trader Joe's lot at the Pacific View
Mall.

Pick from more than a dozen gourmet
food and dessert trucks, while listening
to Vendo 81 play classic rock hits.



Activities for the kids include face

# painting and balloon animals,

i compliments of the Pacific View Mall.
Trucks serve from 5-9 pm.

Stop by the Midtown Ventura
A Community Council booth under the
J & yellow tent and say hello.

' A portion of the proceeds from Food

1§ Truck Friday goes to the MVCC for its
& Midtown Commons community service
project.-Gregg Mansfield
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NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
Thursday, May 9, 7 PM
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 S. MacMillan Avenue
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https://www.midtownventura.org/midtown-ventura-agenda

Opioids Epidemic in Ventura County-Ventura Police Department
Spotlight on Nonprofits: Food Forward, Ally Gialketsis

Restore Ventura--Gerardo Gallegos, founder

Website  Agenda  Community Pride Food Trucks Resources About

Contact

¥l (o

Midtown Ventura Community Council
www.midtownventura.org

SHARE THIS EMAIL SIGN UP FOR EMAILS


https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/midtown-ventura-agenda
https://www.midtownventura.org/projects
https://www.facebook.com/Venturasfoodtruckfridays/
https://www.midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-33-07/environmental-design-checklist
https://www.midtownventura.org/2014-04-08-06-24-23/mvcc-officers
https://www.midtownventura.org/contact
http://www.midtownventura.org
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1111130192919&ea=&a=1132607071780
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1111130192919&p=oi

