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Building on the Horizon

Years ago a developer told me that Thompson
Boulevard will be one of the hottest streets in
Ventura. Scattered with abandoned car dealerships
and rundown buildings, developers are snapping up
the properties to build multi-family housing.

Driving down Thompson Boulevard to the Ventura
Avenue recently, I counted four multistory buildings
under construction and realized how accurately the
developer read the crystal ball. With more multistory projects in the pipeline for
Thompson and new construction on Main Street near Ventura High School, Midtown
Ventura is in a mini building boom.

The new construction has residents divided with opponents raising the usual issues
of traffic, lack of water and changing the character of Ventura, while supporters
believe the city needs more housing and new developments such as Brisa29 to help
rejuvenate neighborhoods that have seen better days.

I see both sides of the arguments but with the average rent for an apartment in
Ventura is $2,250 a month and bidding wars for homes, my instincts tell me we have
a severe housing shortage. Ventura lost 524 single-family homes and 100
apartments in the 2017 Thomas Fire, it’s doubtful the city has even made up for the
housing stock lost during the fire.

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://midtownventura.org/contact-2
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.brisa29.com/


While I have my opinion, every resident should make their voice heard as the City of
Ventura is updating its General Plan. The General Plan, which was last updated in
2005, serves as a blueprint for the city on critical items including housing, land use,
transportation, open space and much more. The City hosted its first workshop in
April and will have additional workshops in the future. Learn more at
planventura.com.

This is the time to share your thoughts. Maybe you dislike multistory buildings on the
city’s main arteries or want to see different design standards. Housing advocates
might seek more affordable projects or advocate for higher density. Regardless of
your position, give your input whether it’s attending a meeting via Zoom or submitting
comments.

Get involved now because that new housing project could be right around your
corner.—Gregg Mansfield

Ventura County’s DA to Speak at Thursday’s MVCC Meeting

Ventura County District Attorney Erik Nasarenko will
be the featured speaker at the Midtown Ventura
Community Council meeting this Thursday, May 13.

Nasarenko, a former Ventura mayor and city
councilman, was unanimously appointed District
Attorney by the Ventura County Supervisors in
January to finish out the term of Greg Totten, who
retired in January to become the CEO of the
California District Attorneys Association.

Nasarenko will talk about the reforms he’s implementing in the District Attorney’s
office and the challenges of stepping into the new role. District Attorney Nasarenko
will start speaking at 7:45 pm.

Prior to Nasarenko’s presentation, the general meeting will start with an update from
the Ventura Police Department.

May is Mental Health Awareness month and the MVCC Board asked Turning Point
Foundation to join us as part of our Spotlight on Nonprofits. Rena Sepulveda,
contracts and grants manager for Turning Point Foundation, will share the terrific
work the group is doing in the community.

Attendees will also get to meet the new Ventura County Star West County reporter
Wes Woods II, who covers the City of Ventura for the newspaper.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. and will take place virtually over Zoom. Advanced
registration is required, and attendees can register here. A link and passcode will be
emailed prior to the meeting.—Gregg Mansfield

Groundbreaking - Inclusive Playground at Arroyo Verde Park

http://www.planventura.com
https://midtownventura.org/contact-2


One of Ventura’s gems is
finally getting a much-
anticipated new
addition/renovation, more than
three years in the making.
When the Thomas Fire raged
through Ventura in late 2017, it
took with it one of the
playground spaces in our
beloved Arroyo Verde Park. In
the ashes of the disaster rose
a tremendous opportunity to rebuild, not just what was there before, but to pair the
need to rebuild with a long-standing community request, to build Ventura’s first fully
inclusive playground. With construction officially starting last week, Ventura’s
children of all ages and abilities will soon have a playground that aligns the unique
beauty of Arroyo Verde Park with the City’s commitment to inclusivity.

After the success of Kellogg Park on the Westside, the City reached out to local
landscape architecture firm, Pacific Coast Land Design, to help in the design and
reconstruction of the new playground in Arroyo Verde. The design of the playground
was based largely on community engagement with Ventura residents and inclusive
playground advocates to determine what types of playground features to include.

To help raise money for the project, the City partnered in a fundraising campaign
that helped to raise over $400,000 towards the construction of the playground. When
completed this fall, the playground will include an inclusive swing set with different
swing type options; a quiet corner with a pole fort and hammocks where children can
escape and engage in the larger playground at their own leisure; a messy materials
building area; a graduated skill balance beam and log circuit, an inclusive see-saw, a
custom sensory wall, a group rocking station where children work together to sway
back and forth.

Read More

A Personal Planning Prospective of MVCC

Recently our organization has been receiving
questions about who we are and what we do as a
community council. Keep reading and you will see
the many ways we have worked to engage, inform
and enhance our community since our inception.

The Midtown Ventura Community Council (MVCC)
was formed in 1997 with the Mission Statement,
"Dedicated to the Preservation, Enhancement and
Revitalization of Midtown."

When we originally formed the Community Council, it was to save the Washington
School on MacMillan Avenue from being razed. While we spent several years and
were successful on that issue, we immediately realized that if we were to stay
relevant in serving the community, we needed to inform neighbors of many aspects
of what is going on around us.

http://www.pc-ld.com/
https://midtownventura.org/177-news/377-groundbreaking-inclusive-playground-at-arroyo-verde-park


We have always had speakers on many different issues at our monthly meetings to
educate ourselves of changes in our immediate community and beyond. From local
and county politicians to just about every nonprofit group that operates in our county
has shared information regarding issues we may want to be more involved with.
MVCC has also published monthly newsletters since 1997 to help do the same.

Read More

Detour: Gas Pipeline Replacement Ahead

A SoCal Gas pipeline replacement project on
Ocean Avenue just off Thompson Boulevard in
Midtown Ventura is expected to wrap up next
month. Motorists and residents have had to
endure detours, no parking zones and steel plates
in the street for more than a month as crews work
to replace the aging infrastructure.

The good news is while the work will be done
soon from Seaward Avenue to about Borchard Drive, SoCal Gas crews are expected
to move eastward in the coming months but they have not applied for new
encroachment permits, said Jennifer Buckley, a community outreach specialist for
the City of Ventura.

The city is meeting with SoCal Gas officials next week to discuss the contractor’s
pavement repair to ensure the work is done properly and is aesthetically pleasing,
Buckley said.—Gregg Mansfield

June MVCC General Meeting is Canceled

It’s the time of year when schools hold graduation ceremonies and the Midtown
Ventura Community Council takes an early summer recess. The Council won’t hold
its general meeting in June and will host its next meeting on Thursday, July 8.
Congratulations to the Class of 2021!

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council
Virtual Meeting
May 13, 2021, 7 p.m.

Ventura Police Department

Spotlight on Nonprofits: Turning Point Foundation—Rena Sepulveda, Contracts and
Grants Manager

Ventura County Star Introduction—Wes Woods II, West County Reporter, Ventura
County Star

https://midtownventura.org/177-news/378-a-personal-planning-prospective-of-mvcc


New Ventura County District Attorney—Erik Nasarenko, District Attorney, County of
Ventura
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