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Keeping it Short and Sweet

In my days long ago as a newspaper reporter, Thursday’s
Midtown Ventura Community Council meeting is one that
would earn media coverage. The MVCC’s meeting
includes Ventura County District Attorney Erik Nasarenko,
an update on the Ronald McDonald family room opening
at Ventura County Medical Center and possibly World
Central Kitchen’s Tim Kilcoyne from Ukraine.

That’s after the council recognizes Ventura Police Cmdr. Darrick Brunk, who retired
from the department earlier this month. See below for the full story about the
meeting.

Join us Thursday at 7 pm via Zoom (registerhere) and learn a lot about what is going
on locally and in the world—Gregg Mansfield

Ventura County D.A. Erik Nasarenko Leads Thursday’s MVCC Meeting

The Midtown Ventura Community Council
(MVCC) meeting on Thursday, May 12, starts
at 7 p.m. via Zoom. The speakers expected
are:

Ventura County District Attorney Erik
Nasarenko will speak on the increased
prosecution of sexual assault crimes, the
dramatic increase of fentanyl and its tragic
consequences and the new Mental Health
Unit.

MVCC is tentatively scheduled to be joined by
Ventura's Tim Kilcoyne of World Central
Kitchen (WCK) from Ukraine-Poland region to talk about providing nutritious food to
the war refugees. WCK is a not-for-profit non-governmental organization devoted to
serving meals in the wake of natural disasters.

Scarlett C. Sabin, director of the Ronald McDonald House in Bakersfield, will talk
about the opening of the Ronald McDonald Family Room at the Ventura County
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Medical Center. The Family Room is where parents stay so they can be near their
children who are hospitalized to help reduce their stress by adding comfortable
surroundings while they are waiting.

Recently retired Ventura Police Cmdr. Darrick Brunk will be honored for his service
to the Midtown Community for the last several years of keeping the Midtown
Community well informed of current public safety issues.

A link for the meeting is available here—Dan Long

Service to the Community

The Midtown Ventura Community Council, MVCC, has
had a great working relationship with Community
Memorial Hospital, CMH, because of their CEO Gary
Wilde.

When legislation mandated upgrading the earthquake
requirements for all hospitals in California CMH needed to
decide to either build elsewhere on a vacant piece of land
or rebuild at their current location in Midtown. Thankfully,
they stayed here and helped to create which we now refer
to as the Medical District with both CMH and the Ventura
County Medical Center, VCMC, serving as anchors to a
plethora of thriving medical business offices and services. \\\\

Key to the success of CMH expansion was that Gary Wilde always followed through
on every promise he made to the community. When Mr. Wilde first came to our
MVCC general meeting explaining their plans and wanting to stay in the area he
came by himself sans the usual entourage as so often is the case when most new
projects were being pitched.

Worth noting is that Mr. Wilde always came to Midtown first before going on to City
Hall and continued doing the same with updates at all stages of development. That
commitment to the citizens in the neighborhood paid off. CMH bused their workers
to lessen the impact the neighborhood as much as possible. They worked hard to
mitigate issues with such a large construction project being built.

When CMH went before the Planning Commission, and later to City Council
meetings for approvals, there was not one speaker who spoke against the

project. That was the first and only time as a Planning Commissioner | ever had the
pleasure of witnessing that. The new hospital opened in 2018.

Gary Wilde is now retiring after staying on to help during the Covid pandemic. We
wish him all the very best and God speed on the rest of his journeys.—Dan Long

Fire Rips through Midtown Ventura Parts Store

A fire ripped through the AutoZone store on Main
Street late Monday night. It took Ventura City
firefighters nearly three hours to extinguish the
blaze. The cause of the fire remains under
investigation.

The building at 2600 Main Street was badly
damaged in the fire.
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Virtual Meeting (link)
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May 12, 2022, 7 p.m.
Ventura County District Attorney Erik Nasarenko
Recognizing retired Ventura Police Cmdr. Darrick Brunk

Ronald McDonald Family Room at Ventura County Medical Center—Scarlett C.
Sabin, director

World Central Kitchen’s Tim Kilcoyne (tentative)
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