Y

midtown 11

VENTURA
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

General Meeting at Grace Church, Thursday, May

May 2023 | Published Monthly | Midtown Ventura Community Council | Vol. 26, No. 5

Midtown Ventura's Sense of History
Greetings Midtowners!

We’ve had 26 inches of rain so far this year and the hillside
flowers are spectacular!

We’re meeting in person for our May General Meeting. We'll “*
hear a presentation from KB Homes on their proposed o
housing development on 2235 Vista del Mar Drive, the site of the Ventura Coastal
citrus processing facility. This is an exciting opportunity to redevelop an underutilized
site, add needed housing including affordable housing, improve beach access, and
add amenities such as a park.

There are complicated issues relating to the project. Circulation needs to be looked
at carefully, including the impact to residents on Vista del Mar west of the site. It's an
impact on agricultural infrastructure, and could have an impact on the sustainability
of the agriculture that we all treasure. The project returns to City Council on May 22,
SO now is a great time to hear about the proposal and provide input. A final decision
is a long way off.

We'll also hear from Ventura Police Department (VPD) Commander Edward
Caliento, and the VPD Dispatcher of the Year Christine Lindsay.

Vice Chair Cherie Egbert will report on the Loma Vista School California Coastal
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Native Garden and our advocacy efforts around keeping the Loma Vista playground
open to the public after school hours, and opening the playgrounds at Will Rogers
School and other schools.

Historical Committee Chair Dan Long will report on the proposed renovation plan at
the Pierpont Inn. The Inn’s restaurant and lobby have been closed since 2016. Dan
Long and San Buenaventura Conservancy Chair Steve Schafer are meeting with
representatives of the Inn ownership on May 9 to advocate for preserving the Inn’s
historic character.

We look forward to seeing you Thursday at Grace Church, 65 MacMillan Avenue.

In other news, the Ventura Unified School District has settled its case with the
Ventura County Christian High School regarding Washington School. The school
has agreed to depart from the MacMillan Avenue site, at the end of the school year.

Our landscaping projects at Main and Emma and Midtown Commons (between
Hartman Drive and Katherine Drive) are looking good. However, the weeds are
crazy. Several board members tamed the Main and Emma weeds recently, but
Midtown Commons could use a little help. Weeding appreciated!.—Karen Flock

School District, Christian School Settle Lawsuit

Ventura County Christian School will
be moving out of the Washington
School campus by July after settling
a lawsuit with the Ventura Unified
School District.

The private school agreed to move
from the campus at 96 MacMillan
Avenue by July 15 after the school
district agreed to waive nearly :
$120,000 in back rent, according to the Ventura County Star. The dispute began in
August when the school district sought to evict the private school after a seismic
engineering report said Washington School could collapse during a major
earthquake.

Ventura County Christian School, which had occupied the campus for nearly two
decades, sued the school district for religious discrimination and other claims. As
part of the settlement, the private school will drop efforts to get the campus declared
a national historical site.

Ventura Unified Superintendent Antonio Castro said in a written response to the
newspaper said the "district has no current plans” for the property.

Washington School was built in 1926 and closed in the early 1980s before Ventura
County Christian School leased the campus from the district.—Gregg Mansfield



Summer X Games Coming to Ventura

An international audience is

about to see why Venturais X GAMES CALIFORNIA

such a gem. The Summer X 2023 COMING THIS JuLY
Games announced that the * -

Ventura County
Fairgrounds will be the last
stop for the tour, July 21-23.

The X Games will kick off in
San Diego on July 16
before moving to Los
Angeles and concluding in
Ventura. Televised on ESPN and ABC, the X Games features skateboard, Moto X
and BMX competitions drawing competitors and fans from around the world.

“Ventura offers the ultimate playground for extreme sports enthusiasts. We look
forward to welcoming thousands of athletes and fans to our community and showing
the world all the unforgettable things Ventura has to offer," said Mayor Joe
Schroeder said in a statement.—Gregg Mansfield

Classic Car Cruise Slated for Midtown Ventura

If you see lots of classic cars in Midtown Ventura this entura Mid-Town Main ¢
Saturday, it’s part of an event to support local restaurants. Classic Run
Sacurday May 23
The Ventura Midtown Main Street
Classic Run is open to cars built prior to 1985. It will take
place from 5 to 9 p.m. The cruise will start at Katherine
Drive near Loma Vista Road and run to Chrisman Avenue
and nearby Cemetery Park.

|2 ? 5pm -9pm Pre-85
Come support Mid-Town Eateries

There are no requirements for participating other than fé
follow the rules of the road. |§
Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council

Grace Church, 65 MacMillan Avenue

May 11, 2023, 7 p.m.

Welcome and Introductions, Board and Members

Police Report: Edward Caliento, Commander, Ventura Police Department, and
Dispatch of the Year Christine Lindsay

Proposed Vista del Mar Housing



Reports

a. Treasurer — Eric Berg

b. Loma Vista School — Vice Chair and Community Pride Chair Cherie Egbert
c. Pierpont Inn Update-Historic Committee Chair Dan Long

d. Reports on Midtown Commons, Main and Emma

e. City’s Economic Development Strategic Plan - Karen Flock

f. Ideas for future meetings

Announcements

Website Agenda Community Resources
Pride

Midtown Ventura Community MVCC Board

Council
P.O. Box 1041
Ventura, CA 93002
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