P,

midtown

VENTURA
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Cooper Hall at Grace Church, May 9, 7 pm

May 2024 | Vol. 27, No. 5 | Midtown Ventura Community Council

CLEAN International, Active Transportation Plan
Focus of Thursday's MVCC In-Person Meeting

Greetings Midtowners —

We’re meeting in-person this month: May 9, 2024, 7 p.m. in
Cooper Hall at Grace Church, 65 MacMillan, Ventura.
Edward Caliento, Ventura Police Department Commander,
will give a public safety update.

Our nonprofit spotlight is on CLEAN International, a

Ventura-based nonprofit that works globally to provide and protect water. Today, 2
billion people worldwide lack access to clean water. CLEAN International is working to
ensure that everyone everywhere has access.

To date, the organization has helped 508,071 people obtain clean water, restored 378.5
million gallons of water (think water from once-undrinkable lakes or captured rainwater,
for example) and helped plant 19,792 trees (including ones in Midtown Ventura).

Founder and President Heather Baker (a Midtown resident) and Chief Global Impact
Officer Ashley Bautista will provide insight on the water crisis and how we can all make
an impact, even in our own backyard. Learn more about CLEAN International here.

Derek Towers, City of Ventura Active Transportation Specialist, will present on the
Active Transportation Plan. MVCC last worked on a Vision in April 2019, and our
highest priority was to make our communipedestrian and bicycle friendly: Make our
community pedestrian and bicycle friendly, especially around schools, with trees,
deeper sidewalks, traffic calming, speed indicators, ADA sidewalks, and separated bike
lanes.

Some key items we identified were that Main Street near the mall isn’t pedestrian
friendly (no sidewalks), that many young people don’t own cars, that traffic calming
near schools is important, and that we’d like to see separated bike lanes.

We'll also hear committee reports and announcements.

See you there—Karen Flock


https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
http://www.cleaninternational.org

Clemente Baking Opens in Midtown

Clemente Baking Company, a small batch bakery
specializing in breads and pastries, held a ribbon
cutting last week at the Main Street store.
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Craig and Carly Hurlbut opened the bakery at
2016 E. Main St. on April 5, taking over the
former home to Sticky Fingers across from Pete’s
Breakfast House. The owners derived the name
from nearby San Clemente Street, where they ; J A .
used to live. o S S = D

Craig Hurlbut thanked Ventura Chamber of
Commerce President & CEO Stephanie Caldwell :
and City of Ventura’s Economic Development Department for resolving a drawn-out
permitting process with the County of Ventura.

Clemente offers a variety of sourdough breads, pastries and sweets. The bakery sells
organic flours and sea salt. Welcome the to the neighborhood.—Gregg Mansfield

MVCC's Karen Flock Named Congressional Woman of the Year
Midtown resident and MVCC Chair Karen Flock ﬁé

was the winner of a Congressional Women of ‘3 20%
the Year award from Congressman Salud : ; -

Carbajal.
Flock was one of six women recognized by

Congressional District that includes a portion of Lt @

Carbajal, who represents the 24th
Ventura County.

“This year's recipients of the Women of the
Year Award are making exceptional strides to
improve the quality of life on the Central
Coast,” said Carbajal in a statement. “Their
remarkable efforts often go unnoticed, yet they
continue to make a significant impact. It is my honor to highlight these six extraordinary
women for their contributions to our community.”.
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Congressman Carbajal provided the following about her nomination:

Karen Flock is a dedicated advocate and champion for communities on the Central
Coast, with a lifelong commitment to affordable housing and social justice. Her journey
began with the United Farm Workers Union (UFW) during her college years, leading to
a career focused on supporting farm workers, low-wage workers, seniors, and the
disabled. Over the years, Karen's work with organizations like Channel Counties Legal
Services and Cabrillo Economic Development Corporation (CEDC) has made a
significant impact, earning her recognition for excellence in community development.

As the Real Estate Development Deputy Director at the San Buenaventura Housing
Authority, Karen continues to lead efforts in creating new affordable housing
developments, embodying her passion and expertise in the field. Karen has also
received numerous accolades, including the first annual Carmen Ramirez Housing
Advocacy Award and the El Concilio del Condado de Ventura 16th Annual Latino
Leadership Award.

Congratulations to Karen Flock for the well-deserved honor—Gregg Mansfield

Feedback Sought for Land Use Map



The City of Ventura is making progress on the
update of its General Plan, initiated in {TY}

November 2020. The General Plan is the City’s

comprehensive framework of guiding policies V‘EN JRA

on land use, housing, roads, recreation, OUR VISION, OUR FUTURE
historical and natural resources, balance of

adequate water supply infrastructure, public

safety services, and noise, and serves as a

basis for decisions that affect all aspects of our

everyday lives from where we live and work to how we move about. It is implemented
by decisions that direct the allocation of public resources and that shape private
development.

The General Plan Team is seeking feedback from the public on the City Council-
endorsed land use map. The City of Ventura is asking that feedback should focus on
corrections or modifications on specific parcels. Comments are due Sunday, May 12,
2024. The survey is available here. It's wonky, and it's an important opportunity for
input.

Doing an EIR will be one of the next steps. There will be a hybrid scoping meeting on
May 20, 2024, 6-9 p.m. at City Council Chambers and virtually. The Notice of
Preparation (NOP) for the EIR has been issued and public comments can be made
through May 31, 2024. The NOP can be found here. Again, it's wonky, but this is our
opportunity to review and comment..

Mariano Rancho Preserve Gets Online Attention

Recently, the Ventura Land’s Trust’s
Mariano Rancho Preserve north of
Midtown has been getting

attention. There has been a lot of
chatter on-line and in several news
organizations from San Francisco to
London. Many concerns are being
addressed by VLT regarding
boundaries, access points, adjacent
neighbor issues and many others.

We last heard from the VLT at our June 2023 meeting. Between 2022 and 2023 the
VLT held four public meetings to provide information and gather feedback on the
Preserve. The VLT is working on plans to open this area to the public, currently
planned for 2025. There is a lot of very helpful information and questions answered on
VLT’s Frequently Asked Questions about Mariano here.

Former UFC Champ Shoots Racks 'Em Up at Midtown Bar

Retired Ultimate Fighting Challenge (UFC) legend Chuck
Liddell stopped by the Bench Warmer in Midtown Ventura
to add a pair of his trunks to the bar's Wall of Legends.

Liddell dropped by the bar at 1855 E. Main Street to shoot
some pool and take pictures with the group hanging out in
the bar.

Liddell, who was born and raised in Santa Barbara, is
widely credited with bringing mixed-martial arts into the
mainstream sport community. After retiring from the sport
in 2018, he's written a book, appeared on "Dancing with
the Stars" and trains other UFC athletes out of his San
Luis Obispo gym.



https://recorder-crane-bswy.squarespace.com/landuse-online-survey
https://files.ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/299454-1/attachment/eLkatSQj0P7Za3ZzqfOPnkMaUCO-FBaf63FEadkIBfF0zwJ4N5ZZ9otFrxJQkpwfMfE9bC6w72Siesmz0
https://www.venturalandtrust.org/mariano-faqs
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Spotlight on a Nonprofit: CLEAN International—Ashley Bautista, Chief Impact Global
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