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As we approach the Holidays, | always start reflecting
about the year so far. | suppose | have always been
optimistic about having faith in the future, but this
year has been very tumultuous, and we may have
some very tough months ahead and well into the New
Year. Not being able to safely spend time with friends
and family as we normally would, especially this time
of year, is very hard on all of us.

The pandemic, the politics, the economy and social
injustice is weighing hard on so many of us. Still, |
take solace when | see the strength of the character
in all the people in our community and beyond. Hope, resilience, cooperation and the
ability to adapt will see us through these difficult days.

We have seen our strength by working together to overcome all that confronts us.
City, state and county leaders and employees have adopted safety regulations to
keep us safe and new policies to help reopen businesses as soon as possible.
These days it is not just the Police and Fire Departments that are first responders,
but our hospitals and all medical professionals that have been risking their lives to
keep us healthy as well.

All of our essential workers such as teachers, mail carriers, delivery drivers,
farmworkers, grocery and retail workers and almost all workers have become first
responders. So many risking their health to help sustain their families and the rest of
us. We have seen so many restaurants adapt to stay in business with the support of
a community that cares enough to do what they can to help them stay open. We also
know that many restaurants and other businesses are struggling desperately with
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about 1 in 5 businesses likely closing for good.

We will get through all of these challenges if we work together as a community and
help each other when we see someone in need. We all have made sacrifices and
may need to make more to weather this storm. Please try to remember it is for the
greater good having to deal with inconvenient tasks that will ultimately get us
through.

| fervently hope that all of you and your loved ones have been spared from Covid-19
so far and continue to through the new year. | also hope that we look to find
happiness in the simple joys that surrounds our lives this season.—Dan Long

Agenda For Thursday's General Meeting

Our MVCC virtual General meeting this Thursday,
November 12, begins at 7 p.m. The main focus of the
meeting this month will be public safety.

First on their agenda will be Daniel Wall, City of
Ventura Emergency Manager, who will give an update
on new plans that are in place, and ones that he
continues to work on, for possible emergencies that
may affect our city.

We are also honored to have Ventura Police Chief
Darin Schindler (photo) discussing the Ventura Police
Department's (VPD) Strategic Plan for 2020-2023.
VPD is rooted in community policing through
community partnerships and collaborative problem
solving which is central to their efforts. The Strategic Plan outlines department
priorities, but VPD also recognizes the need to be nimble to respond to
unpredictable

change.

Through several workshops, surveys, and meeting with the community and with
collaboration and input from employees at all levels, five goals were identified:

Goal 1: Crime Control - Effective responses to crime in our community
Goal 2: Team Development - A focus on our most important resources
Goal 3: Active Partnerships - Shared community problem solving efforts
Goal 4: Safe Neighborhoods - Enhance the quality of life in neighborhoods
Goal 5: Efficiency and Accountability - Commitment to excellence

There will be plenty of time for questions at the end of the presentation. Read their
complete Strategic Plan in English and Spanish here.

The virtual meeting will be from 7 to 8:30 p.m. You must register ahead of time for
the meeting to be able to participate at midtownventura.org.

MVCC Receives Beautification Project Grant
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MVCC has been awarded a grant from & =8 -

the City of Ventura along with six

other local groups and nonprofit
organizations with a community
beautification grant for projects
designed to enhance neighborhoods
and public areas. The Midtown
Merchants Groups & Friends also Lo = :
received funding. e e e

The City developed a beautification granting pilot program funded by Measure O in
2019 and this is the first of the grants from the program.

We need to thank a couple of Midtown members that made this grant possible. Eric
Berg, of Pacific Coast Land Design, researched all of the technical data and drafted
the plan and the blueprints. Kacie Goff, of JotContent.com wrote all the narrative
including the first page, which is the rest of the article below. We also want to thank
Rick Manzer who inspired us all to start work on improving the southside of Main
Street from Five Points to Lemon Grove.

The Midtown Ventura Community Council (MVCC) has a vision to improve the high-
visibility intersection at East Main Street and Emma Avenue. As drivers, bikers, and
pedestrians travel southbound along Main, they currently see dilapidated,
mismatched fencing, sparse trees, and not much else.

We propose to improve the overall aesthetic of this corridor by focusing energy on
the Emma and Main intersection. There, we endeavor to plant:

e Six trees (most likely Arbutus unedo or strawberry trees)

e 15 to 20 native groundcover spreading shrubs (e.g., Ceanothus Yankee Point,
Salvia Bee’s Bliss

e A test area of up to six properties (three on each side of Emma) to demonstrate
how focused wildflower seed planting will perform

Our goal is to beautify and unify this intersection along the roadway that both locals
and tourists use regularly thanks to its direct access to the mall, the eastern half of
Ventura, and the 101 freeway. But this proposed beautification is just the beginning.
For example, the test plots of wildflower seeding will allow us to determine if it's
feasible to plant wildflowers along the entire stretch of East Main’s shoulder from
Emma to Lemon Grove—or possibly beyond.

Read
More

Ventura to Welcome Three New Councilmembers

The Ventura City Council will welcome three
new councilmembers, two of whom
represent districts within the Midtown
Ventura Community Council boundaries.
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Doug Halter (photo, left) will represent
District 2 and voters in District 3 sent Mike
Johnson (photo, right) to the City Council,
while Joe Schroeder will serve District 7,
according to unofficial final results released
Friday, Nov. 6, by the Ventura County Clerk
Recorder, Registrar of Voters. The deadline
to certify the results is Dec. 3. The new
councilmembers are seated Dec. 14.

In the Ventura Unified School District, voters
in District 3 elected Amy Yamamoto
Callahan over incumbent Jackie Moran to
the Board of Education, according to
election results. Board President Sabrena Rodriguez was unopposed in District 2.
Voters overwhelming supported the school district’s Measure H, which renewed an
existing $59 parcel tax for four years to raise $2.2 million annually.

Citywide voters approved Measure J, a tax initiative that allow commercial cannabis
businesses to operate in the City of Ventura.

In the District 2 City Council race, Halter holds a 147-vote lead over Councilwoman
Christy Weir. Weir has been on the City Council since 2003. Mayor Matt LaVere was
elected to the Ventura County Board of Supervisors and Councilwoman Cheryl
Heitmann did not run for reelection.

The Midtown Ventura Community Council thanks Councilwoman Christy Weir for
years of valuable service to this community. We look forward to working with the
new City Council—Gregg Mansfield

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council

Virtual Meeting

November 12, 2020, 7 p.m.

Emergency Preparedness—Daniel Wall, City of Ventura Emergency Manager

Ventura Police Department Strategic Plan—Darin Schindler, Ventura Police Chief
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