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Hate Doesn’t Fly in Midtown Ventura

La Catrina Folk Art has been a fixture in Midtown Ventura
for a decade with its colorful exterior near Main Street and
Seaward Avenue. The gift shop routinely puts items
outside such as clothing and paintings to promote its
Mexican folk art and in October started flying a Mexican
flag to catch of passing motorists.

It generated far more attention than owner Paty Diaz could have ever imagined.

Diaz’s daughter made a TikTok this weekend sharing racist phone messages the
store has received from an anonymous woman. As of this writing, the social media
post has received more than 350,000 views with an outpouring of support for the
shop at 2338 East Main Street.

Suffice to say, it's sad that the racist lives among us in the community. The caller
always leaves messages when the shop is closed, blocks her phone number and
never leaves her name. No surprise coming from a gutless racist.

Venturans can fly the flag against racism by shopping atLa Catrina Folk Art. The
shop is offering a big sale for Small Business Saturday on November 26 or better yet
drop by and purchase something before the holiday rush.

People are now way too comfortable sharing their bigoted beliefs. Let’'s show this
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hate-filled person that tolerance is a hallmark of Ventura.—Gregg Mansfield

Congressman Carbajal to Speak Thursday Night

Congressman Salud Carbajal will be the featured
speaker at the Midtown Ventura Community Council
meeting Thursday at 7 p.m. via Zoom. A link to
register is available here.

Carbajal, who represents the 24th district that
includes a portion of Ventura, and all of San Luis
Obispo and Santa Barbara counties, was elected to
Congress in 2017. Congressman Carbajal is up for re-
election on Tuesday (Nov. 8).

Carbajal grew up in Oxnard and graduated from UC
Santa Barbara, eventually moving to Santa Barbara.
He replaced longtime Congresswoman Lois Capps,
who announced her retirement. Carbajal serves on the Committee on Armed
Services, Committee on Agriculture and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure.

The congressman will start the meeting at 7 p.m. and after Carbajal is done
speaking, he will take a few questions from the group.

Following the congressman is the Spotlight on Nonprofits and this month will feature
Ventura Regional Fire Safe Council (VRFSC) and Executive Director Jill Santos. The
VRFSC is a nonprofit community-based organization that educates and empowers
property owners to harden their home from wildfires. The group has funding
available for residents that were impacted by the Thomas Fire.

The Ventura Midtown Community Council will also get a public safety update from
the Ventura Police Department.

The Midtown Ventura Community Council boundary area is north of Highway 101,
both sides of Mills Road on the East, and Sanjon Road and Crimea Street to the
West and through the hillsides in between.

Register for the meeting here.

For more information, you can call Chair Gregg Mansfield at 805-276-5135.
-

Two Cannabis Retailers to Open in Midtown

Midtown Ventura will be the location for two of
the city’s cannabis retailers. City Manager Alex
D. Mclntyre selected Responsible and
Compliant Retail Ventura, 1800 East Main
Street and TAT Ventura, 2835 East Main Street
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at Five Points.

ZASA at 4591 Market Street was awarded the
third retail cannabis permit by Mclntyre. The
city will do a second of round of applications for
two more commercial cannabis business
permits in the city’s Coastal Zones. The zone
includes a portion of Thompson Boulevard in
Midtown Ventura, the entire downtown, and the
Westside.

The applicants had 10 calendar days to appeal
after Mclntyre’s decision that was announced
on October 21. Cannabis retail permits will not
be awarded until after the appeal process.

If the retailers Responsible and Compliant Embarc) and TAT Ventura (The Artist
Tree) survive the appeal process, both plan to start renovations on their buildings.
Embarc is moving into a salon and day spa, while The Artist Tree is taking over a
restaurant. Both retailers expect to open in early 2023.

In November 2020, voters approved a ballot measure for the taxation of cannabis in
the City of Ventura. City Council approved an ordinance on February 24, 2021, and
authorized the City Manager to initially grant up to five retail storefront or non-
storefront cannabis permits and 10 industrial permits.—Gregg Mansfield

Café Ficelle Adding Second Midtown Spot

Popular Midtown Ventura
restaurant Café Ficelle is
opening a second location
across from Ventura High
School. The new location is
slated for an old building on
Main Street near San
Clemente Street.

Café Ficelle, a French bakery
and cafe, opened its first
location at 390 South Mills
Road across from the Pacific View Center in 2016. The owners have opened
locations in Camarillo and Thousand Oaks. No date has been set for when the Main
Street location will open.—Gregg Mansfield

Farewell to two Midtown Community Members

We learned of two wonderful members of our community
passing this week. Marcia Wakelee, (photo, left) who along
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with her husband Bill, were very active citizens in Ventura.
We are very sorry to hear of the Wakelee’s family loss of
Marcia. Marcia and Bill spent 23 summers as volunteers
for the National Forest Service, staffing a High Sierra
Ranger Station.

Cathy Jo Cassidy (photo, right) was a very active member
in the early years of MVCC. She helped out on many
projects, even dressing up as an elf to help during the
Holiday Street Fairs taking photos of kids with

Santa. Husband Don Chestnut and Cathy Jo traveled extensively and the last 15
years they spent summers on their canal barge, roaming the canals and rivers of
France, Belgium and the Netherlands.

MVCC members will miss them very much!—Dan Long
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