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Community Memorial's Leader to Speak on Thursday

The Midtown Ventura Community Council (MVCC) will hold
its monthly meeting via Zoom at 7 p,m, on Thursday,
November 9. Register here.

First on the agenda will be Ventura Police Department
Commander Edward (Ted) Caliento who will provide an
update on recent Midtown service calls and crime
prevention methods for citizens to implement.

Patty Overley will highlight the nonprofit Susan B Komen
Foundation and Walk.

Mick Zdeblick, president and CEO, Community Memorial Health System (photo, right),
will speak on the state of the hospitals and future plans for the hospital and surrounding
properties. Zdeblick has been with Community for about a year. The not-for-profit health
system employs nearly 3,000 people and includes Community Memorial Hospital –
Ventura, Community Memorial Hospital – Ojai, a network of over 20 clinics, and a
Skilled Nursing Facility on the Ojai hospital campus. 

Paul Copley, a volunteer with the California Ranked Choice Voting Coalition and
regional coordinator for Ventura County, will give a brief presentation on how ranked
choice voting and proportional representation can improve elections in Ventura. The
Coalition believes that ranked choice voting, or RCV, is an electoral reform that allows

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkc--grTsoGtOfT7twG2cq3YThPiUwznab#/registration
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkc--grTsoGtOfT7twG2cq3YThPiUwznab#/registration


municipalities to conduct instant runoff elections, promotes increased participation from
candidates and voters, discourages negative campaigning, and produces consensus
winners with broad support.

MVCC Committee Chairs will provide updates on their work.

You must register in advance for this meeting here. After registering, you will receive a
confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

For more information, contact MVCC Chair Karen Flock at (805) 850-2591.

 
Hobson Heights 100th Anniversary Holiday Celebration

The community is invited to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of Hobson Heights, a Historic District
in Ventura, with Hobson Heights Holiday Nights
from Dec. 7-Dec. 25. Hobson Heights resident Toni
Guy is organizing the events.
 
Hobson Heights neighbors are encouraged to
decorate their houses to celebrate the unique
architecture and history that makes their
neighborhood so iconic. People are invited to walk
the neighborhood in the evenings. Please park on
Main Street and walk in. During these Hobson
Heights Holiday Nights, the neighborhood will be
visited by roaming carolers. 
 
Santa will pose for photos with families and your
pets Dec 9 from 2:30 pm and 4:30 pm. Donations to
the Humane Society are welcome to help find our
furry friends homes for the holidays. Another Santa visit will happen Dec 23. 

MVCC Helped Build Hobson Heights Monuments in 2006
 
Community Presbyterian Church will hold an open house Dec 16 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm
to experience the gorgeous architecture of the church all decorated for the holidays
along with a 5-minute film on the history of the building and church, hot chocolate,
music and fun kids crafts. 

There will also be a documentary premiere, “The Legends of Hobson Heights: The
Untold tales of 100 years of architecture, triumphs and tragedies” on Jan. 20 at the
Ventura County Museum from 3 to 6 pm. It will be a free pop-up exhibit and party event.

For more information contact Toni Guy here,

 
 

Save the Date for a Holiday Gathering

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkc--grTsoGtOfT7twG2cq3YThPiUwznab#/registration
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In lieu of our regular MVCC monthly meeting,
we hope members will be able to join us for our
annual neighborhood celebration instead. This
year it will be held at Midtown’s own Jazz and
Blues bar, The Grape. If you haven’t yet been
there, you are in for a treat.

When: Saturday, December 16th
Where: The Grape, 2733 E Main Street
Time: 2-5pm
Music: Local boy makes great, Shawn Jones
(Blues band)
There is a $10 cover for the band.

Our area will be roped off to the right of the
stage and can accommodate about 30-35
people. We’ll have appetizers/snacks to share,
and a no-host bar is on-site.

Please send me an email here by December 10th if you are planning on attending to
help us with advance planning. We look forward to seeing all of you and thank you in
advance for helping to support a Midtown business and musicians..—Pamela Hazard

 
Washington School Meeting Set for Nov. 16

The San Buenaventura Conservancy for
Preservation will hold an update meeting on
progress with the nomination of the Washington
School site to the National Register of Historic
Places. The nomination process must be completed
by early 2024. The meeting is open to the public
and will be held Thursday, November 16, at 6 p.m.,
at Grace Church, in Cooper Hall, 65 MacMillan
Avenue, Ventura.

The Conservancy is in support of the preservation
and adaptive reuse of the historic Washington School, located at 96 MacMillian
Avenue, in midtown Ventura, CA. Washington School was built in 1925, was the first
school in Ventura approved by bonds and served as a Ventura Unified School District
(VUSD) school until it was closed in 1983.

It is a good example of the work of locally prominent master architect, Harold E. Burket
who specialized in schools and other institutional buildings, including Community
Presbyterian Church in Midtown, throughout Southern California.

The private Ventura County Christian school, which occupied the site in recent years,
has relocated to a new campus near Ventura College. Washington School is currently
vacant. It is included on the Ventura Unified School District (VUSD) surplus properties
list, which makes the property potentially available to be sold or redeveloped.

The Conservancy works to increase public awareness of irreplaceable historic places
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and cultural sites, to disseminate information useful in the preservation of structures
and neighborhoods, to prevent needless demolition, to champion adaptive reuse and
promote the preservation and enhancement of historic and cultural resources in
Ventura and surrounding areas.

To learn more about the nomination process and about the special Buenaventura
Conservancy Washington School Nomination Fund go here.

 
 

Follow MVCC on Instagram

To see what is going on in Midtown Ventura, start following the
Midtown Ventura Community Council’s Instagram page. Already
we’ve featured Café Ficelle and House of Rio Shoppe and Design
on Main Street, businesses that opened in recent weeks.

You can stay up to date on our Facebook page or subscribe to our
free monthly newsletter.

 

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council
Zoom Meeting (Register Here)
November 9, 2023, 7 p.m.

1.     Welcome and Introductions, Board and Members                   
2.     Police Report: Edward Caliento, Commander, Ventura Police Department
3.     Highlight on local Non-Profit: Patty Overley Susan B Komen Foundation/Walk
4.     Mick Zdeblick, President and CEO, Community Memorial Health System
5.      Paul Conrad Copley of the California Ranked Choice Voting Coalition (CalRCV)

6.      Reports                                               
a.     Membership- Pamela Hazard                                                       
b.     Community Pride – Cherie Egbert: Loma Vista Garden                              
c.      Historical- Dan Long                                                                                      
d.     Media: Gregg Mansfield
​                                                                               
7.     Announcements                                                                                                       
8. Closing – no meeting in December, holiday gathering at The Grape, Saturday
12/16/2023 2-5 p.m.; next meeting Thursday January 11, 2024
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