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New General Plan to Guide Ventura for Next 25 Years

The City of Ventura is beginning to work on the new the General Plan. The
General Plan guides the City's vision, goals, policies, and actions for the next 25
years!

MVCC has started working on our vision for the General Plan back in April 2019
with a list of issues that we felt were relevant to our future. See that report on our
website here.

Our General meeting this Thursday, Oct 8 will be a stakeholder workshop with
consultant Raimi and Associates who will be providing information and receiving
our input as we begin the process.

The General Plan is the embodiment of the community's vision
for the future of Ventura. It is the City's comprehensive
framework of guiding policies on land use, housing, roads,
recreation, historical and natural resources, balance of adequate
water supply infrastructure, public safety services, and noise,
and serves as a basis for decisions that affect all aspects of our
everyday lives from where we live and work to how we move
about. It is implemented by decisions that direct the allocation
of public resources and that shape private development.

The City of Ventura is accepting applications for an advisory committee group
and the Deadline has been extended until Friday, October 30, 2020.See the City's
website to find out more information regarding the role and duties of the
volunteer committee.

At the beginning of our meeting we will have an introduction of our new Ventura
Police Department liaison Commander Darrin Brunk, followed be an explanation
of Measure H by Ventura Unified School District Trustee and President Sabrena
Rodriguez.

Our MVCC Board will also formally ratify our current Executive Officers to continue
through our next election in March of 2021.

Midtown Commons Update

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://midtownventura.org/images/MVCC_Notes_summary.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Midtown-Ventura-Community-Council/129331720473080
http://instagram.com/midtownfoodtruckfriday


The Midtown Ventura Community Council and the City of Ventura public/private
Partnership project at the parking lot between Main and Thompson, Hartman and
Katherine that our group has worked since before 2010 is getting closer to
fruition.

Jeff Hereford, Principal Transportation Engineer and Luis Mejia, Assoc. Engineer
with the city have finalized plans to be
able to send out a Request for Proposals,
RFP, so contractors can bid for the work
to be done at the site later this month.

The beautification project will enhance the
parking area. The lot is slightly sloped
and perfect for capturing rainwater in
bioswales that will recharge the aquifer
and keep it from flowing into the ocean.
See midtownventura.org under
Community Pride to see more information
and a layout of the design.

MVCC is donating $20,000 toward the project, money we earned from co-hosting
Food Truck Friday with the Pacific View Mall for many years. Major funding was
provided from some Measure O funds as well as parking lot refurbishing monies.
The project should start by March 2021 and should open by next summer.

The enhancement will include new landscaping improvements with native plants
and pavers. Artwork, possibly a mural winding through the site on the pavement,
will be paid for from a Public Art Grant we received several years ago. No parking
spots will be lost for the adjoining businesses and the site may function as a local
gathering space for local public events.

We are so happy to be able to partner with the City of Ventura and have worked
with many City Departments on the site planning and approvals over the years.
Former MVCC Committee member Jerome Holt, who long ago moved from the
area, originally brought the idea from a project he read about near Portland.

We also need to give a huge thanks to Brian Brodersen, Landscape Architect and
David Ferrin, Architect and General Contractor, who volunteered all their time and
planning for this project and helped to keep it moving forward.-Dan Long

Major Restoration Slated for Restaurant



The long-vacant restaurant at East Main Street and North Evergreen Drive in
Midtown Ventura is slated to undergo a renovation pending city approval. A
new restaurant, Carnitas El Rey, is planning to open in the former Maharaja
Cuisine of India restaurant site.

Significant exterior changes to the 5,000 square-foot building include a new
façade, adding windows and new window treatments. The project also
includes interior improvements. The proposed renovations are scheduled for
a city administrative hearing on October 29.-Gregg Mansfield

Please join us for a native garden refresh day. We will be working in the garden
from 9-11 a.m. on Saturday, October 8. You will learn more about how to care for
native plants all while getting some vitamin D and exercise. Please bring garden
gloves, a hat and your favorite garden tool, but if you don't have any, no worries,
we have extra tools. The Loma Vista Native Garden is located at 300 Lynn Drive in
Ventura. We hope to see you there!

If you are a registered voter in California, you
should soon be receiving your ballot by mail for
the November 3 election. Because of the Covid-
19 pandemic, election officials are urging voters
to vote early and return their ballot well before
election day. Don't forget to sign your ballot.



If you aren't registered to vote, the registration
deadline in October 18. Learn more here.
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NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
Thursday, October 8, 2020, 7 PM
General Meeting

AGENDA

Ventura Police Department-Cmdr. Darrick Brunk, Ventura Police Department

Measure H Information-Sabrena Rodriguez, Ventura Unified School District Board
President

MVCC Election Ratification

General Plan Update-Discussion led by city consultant Raimi + Associates
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www.midtownventura.org
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