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Winds Reminder Utilities Belong Underground

It’s an annual October tradition picking up the
Halloween decorations around the yard because of
the fall Santa Ana winds. The faint smell of smoke in
the air on Monday from the brushfire north of Goleta
brought back some uneasy feelings of the Thomas
Fire for some of us.

Recently, we’ve heard from a Midtown resident
wondering if the undergrounding of powerlines in
Midtown Ventura will ever happen. With ever-increasing public safety power shutoffs
and powerlines strung across the hillsides, it becomes a community issue that needs
attention.

Undergrounding the power, cable and telephone lines can provide an economic
revitalization needed in Midtown Ventura. Removing the visual clutter—similar to
downtown Ventura and the Westside—would dramatically change the look of the
Main Street and Thompson Boulevard corridors.

It would also give homeowners the chance to get rid of the stray power poles in the
backyard or straddles the driveway between homes. Undergrounding utilities
spruces up neighborhoods and helps maintain property values, though that hasn’t
been a problem based on current housing prices.

No doubt the price tag will be hefty. There is a fund holding fees paid by consumers
to underground utilities. While last time I saw the undergrounding fund has accrued
millions, it’s far from enough. It would likely require some other funding mechanism
such as an assessment or a bond sale to get the work done faster.

I’m curious how high undergrounding utilities is on resident’s wish list of revitalization
efforts in Midtown Ventura. While I favor getting the stuff underground, I admit I’ll
miss sitting on my porch and watching the squirrels travel the telephone lines.—
Gregg Mansfield

Active Transportation Plan, Ventura Tree Alliance Lead Thursday Agenda

Give your input on the future of
transportation from safe lanes for cycling
to public transportation at Thursday’s
Midtown Ventura Community Council
meeting.

The Oct. 14 meeting starts at 7 p.m. and
takes place virtually on Zoom. A link is
available here.

The city of Ventura is studying how to
improve Active Transportation options.

Active Transportation is getting from Point A to Point B without the use of a
motorized vehicle you operate. It can be walking, running, cycling or taking public
transportation. The plan will focus on safe routes to school, safe lanes for cycling,
creating better sidewalks and public transportation options.
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City consultant Tim Gallagher will lead the Active Transportation discussion as the
city seeks as many community members as possible to get a broad base of
feedback.

The Spotlight on Nonprofits will feature the Ventura Tree Alliance, a nonprofit
organization formed this year to bring awareness to the importance of our urban
forest and to plant trees in the City of Ventura. The group works with community
volunteers on tree-planting and care, fundraising, watering and education. Christy
Weir and Barbara Brown will speak on behalf of the group.

Ventura Police Department’s Cmdr. Darrick Brunk is going to put the latest crime
statistics in perspective and talk about registering bikes and keeping it secure.
Carrying on with the transportation theme, MVCC Vice Chair Eric Berg will do a short
presentation e-bikes and how to select from the new generation of bikes available.

Berg will also update the membership on the Emma Street entrance beautification
efforts thanks to a Measure O grant from the City of Ventura. Volunteers, led by the
MVCC, are going clean up the entrance to the Lemon Grove neighborhood at Main
Street and Emma Avenue by adding plants and trees.

MVCC’s Treasurer Dan Long is updating the Midtown Commons parking lot project
now that the construction is completed. The MVCC, which donated $20,000 towards
the project, will complete an art installation in 2022 to celebrate the council’s 25th
anniversary.—Gregg Mansfield

Emma Avenue Beautification Grant Update

In early 2020, the City of Ventura
announced the Pilot
Beautification Granting Program
(BGP) that made Measure O
funds available to help
community groups and nonprofit
organizations “complete projects
that beautify the community.”

The Midtown Ventura Community
Council has long eyed
opportunities and solutions to
help spruce up the south side of Main Street between Five Points and Mills Road.
Currently the swath is not much more than Jacaranda trees with a sparse, weedy
understory that is minimally maintained. It is also dominated by the backside of
private walls/fences that collectively struggle to enhance the space.

The proposal was awarded grant funding, but with the onset and ongoing COVID
pandemic, efforts to start the project have been stalled…until now. The MVCC is
looking to capitalize on this winter season’s rains (fingers crossed) to help establish
plants and is looking for volunteers to help with the effort to prepare the site and
plant six trees, sixteen shrubs, and sow wildflower seed mix.

Currently, volunteer efforts are slated for Saturdays in early November and/or
December. Exact dates and times are still being considered. For more information or
to sign up to volunteer, contact Eric Berg here.--Eric Berg

Garden Stewards Event this Saturday at Loma Vista School

Loma Vista Families are invited to join us for a
“garden spiff up day” with the Garden Stewards,
an event sponsored by Midtown Ventura
Community Council and Surfrider Foundation this
Saturday at the school, 300 Lynn Road. 

Please bring garden gloves and your favorite
cutting tool to work from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Extra tools
will be provided too. It’s a great opportunity to
learn more about native plants.

The garden at the front of the school is one of the largest Ocean Friendly Gardens
certified by the Ventura County Surfrider Foundation.

It was installed in 2013 as a project led by the Ventura Midtown Community Council
with supporters including VUSD and Surfrider. It features a nice collection of
California native plants and wildflowers. We want to help the school use this space
as a learning lab for kids and teachers by keeping it healthy and beautiful.

Contact Cherie at 805-901-0090 or here.—Cherie Egbert
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Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council
Virtual Meeting
October 14, 2021, 7 p.m.

Ventura Police Department Report—Cmdr. Darrick Brunk

Spotlight on Nonprofits: Ventura Tree Alliance—Christy Weir and Barbara Brown

Active Transportation Plan—Tim Gallagher for the City of Ventura

E-bikes Explained—Eric Berg, MVCC Vice Chair

Emma Avenue Entrance Beautification Update—Eric Berg, MVCC Vice Chair

Midtown Commons Update—Dan Long, MVCC Treasurer

Website Agenda Community
Pride

Resources About
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Council
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Ventura, CA 93002

MVCC Board
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