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Planning for a Future Mills Road

Needing an afternoon sugar fix, I stopped by the
Starbucks in the Lowes Shopping Center only to find it
closed in anticipation of a move over to Main Street. The
bank next store is shuttered. Driving down Mills Road,
there are large bank buildings sitting empty.

The much-used artery between Telegraph Road and Main
Street is a reflection of the downsizing of the financial industry. Banks are reducing
the number of physical locations as most tasks can be done on a smartphone.

When word came out this summer of a proposed 350-unit mixed use project east of
Mills Road on Maple Court, it got me thinking about the future of the corridor. From
the future of the Pacific View Mall to more banks leaving the financial road, the area
is likely to see major change in the coming years. 
.
City leaders must think holistically about the area as these projects start to show up.
Should Mills Road stay retail or replace obsolete buildings with mixed-use projects?
How do you fix the road’s traffic issues, especially during the holiday season?

With a big picture view for the area around Mills Road, Ventura will have an
opportunity to transform the corridor. Here’s to a future of more sidewalks and less
cars.—Gregg Mansfield 

Senator Limon to Speak Thursday to MVCC

California State Senator Monique Limon will be the
special guest and will be their first guest at the start
of the evening. Senator Limon represents the 19th
District, which includes half of Ventura County and all
of Santa Barbara County.

She will be discussing some of the legislation that
she has helped to get passed this year. She will take
questions after her presentation. (Link available
here.)

Sabrena Rodriquez, Ventura Unified School District,
VUSD, Board President and representing Trustee Area 2, will discuss VUSD’s bond
Measure E, which will be voted on this upcoming election as well as other
community issues.

If Measure E passes, it would be used to make renovations and upgrades to existing
classrooms and school facilities, many of which are also used by and available to
the community such as the libraries, gymnasiums, and playing fields. The last School
Bond Measure was in 1997 and VUSD has the fewest amount of bond dollars per
student in Ventura County.

There will also be a community update from the Ventura Police Department
highlighting recent trends in the Midtown area and they will also be taking questions.
Register here and a Zoom link will be provided. 

https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpfu-rrz0rG9wchY1bm0nzUbBvHnnIX23N
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://www.midtownventura.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpfu-rrz0rG9wchY1bm0nzUbBvHnnIX23N
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpfu-rrz0rG9wchY1bm0nzUbBvHnnIX23N


For more information, contact Chair Gregg Mansfield at 805 276-5135.—Dan Long

Making Progress to Underground Utilities

The Midtown Ventura Community
Council (MVCC) Board has formed an
exploratory committee to consider the
undergrounding of utilities. This process
will take several years and will ultimately
require a vote of impacted property
owners who would benefit from this
effort. 

The MVCC Utility Undergrounding Committee has met; but we need your help and
input in order to move this process forward. Please respond to this simple (and brief)
survey here by Oct. 31. We want to know (1) do you support this effort? (2) what
boundary should we consider for the utility undergrounding (three options to select
from)? and (3) are you interested in volunteering to support our efforts to outreach to
our neighbors? 

Once we hear from you on the boundary, we will share the results with the City and
they will inform Southern California Edison of our preferred boundary. As you can
see from the step-by-step outlined below, we are moving to step No. 3 but we want
our MVCC community's input first.

If you want more information, please contact the Committee Chair Jeffrey Lambert at
805-901-4229 or by email here. The MVCC would like this committee to represent as
much of our midtown area as possible.  

The significant steps outlined by the City’s Utility Underground Policies and
Procedures are: (1) Form Neighborhood Committee of property owners; (2)
Schedule a Kick-off meeting with Public Works staff; (3) The City will contact various
utilities who have above-ground services to request preliminary estimates of project
costs; (4) Committee holds a neighborhood meeting inviting all those who own
property within the boundary and the City / Committee present the preliminary
estimates and process; (5) Circulate a Petition of Interest - the Committee would do
this and provide completed petition to the City; (6) City will engage an Assessment
Engineer (subject to obtaining City Council authorization to fund this work). More
details will be provided to the committee members once formed.—Jeffrey Lambert

Ford Dealership Shuts Down 

The Ford dealership in Midtown
Ventura shut down in October, setting
off speculation for the future of the
property across the street from the
Pacific View Mall.

The dealership was empty this week
with all the cars removed from the lot.
Chain-link fencing now surrounds the
property. No reason was given for the
closure and the Ford dealership is not
relocating in Ventura.

Ford was an anomaly as a standalone dealership instead of joining the other major
brands in the Auto Center off Highway 101 at Johnson Drive. The dealership
operated at the location for six decades.

Meredith Hart, economic development manager for Ventura, told the Ventura County
Star that the property is classified as general commercial and multiple uses are
allowed including residential, retail, dining and auto sales.—Gregg Mansfield

Ventura Land Trust to Host Meetings on Access

Ventura Land Trust is
holding a series of free
Community Meetings for
Mariano Rancho
Preserve.

Three meetings will focus
on Ventura Land Trust's
plans for public access to
the preserve and parking,

https://forms.gle/s4JAdzJpCAzZD66PA
http://jeffreylambert63@gmail.com


trails and recreation, and conservation of the land. Staff will give a presentation,
which will be followed by an audience Q&A session.

Meeting dates are:

Public Access Wednesday, tonight (Oct. 12) at Poinsettia Pavilion, 7 p.m.
Trails & Recreation Wednesday, Nov. 9 at De Anza Middle School (DATA), 6:30
p.m.
Conservation & Restoration Wednesday, Dec. 7 at Ventura Missionary Church, 7
p.m.

Each event will be recorded by CAPS Media and uploaded to VLT's YouTube
channel. Spanish language translation services will be offered at the event. Register
for the meeting here. 
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