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Housing Authority’s Jeff Lambert, Midtown Author Jane
Hulse at Thursday’s MVCC Meeting

The Midtown Ventura Community Council (MVCC) will hold its
monthly meeting via Zoom at 7 p,m, on Thursday, October 12.
First on the agenda will be Ventura Police Department Cmdr.
Edward (Ted) Caliento who will provide an update on recent
Midtown service calls and crime prevention methods for
citizens to implement.

Jeff Lambert (photo, right), newly appointed CEO of the
Housing Authority of the City of San Buenaventura and Midtown resident, will speak on
his new role and report on the Authority’s current projects and plans for the future.
Lambert brings a wealth of experience and expertise in housing planning, policy
development, and community engagement to the job. 

Jane Hulse, Midtown journalist and author, will introduce her latest novel, Prisoner of
Wallabout Bay. The novel engages us in finding out about a little-known tragedy of the
Revolutionary War. Hulse received the University of Oregon’s Arcil Payne Award for
Ethics in Journalism, an annual honor for journalists who “report with integrity despite
personal, political, or economic pressure.”

Eric Berg, landscape architect and MVCC Board Member, will speak on Green
Infrastructure: The Benefits of Thinking Green as We Plan for Our Future. Berg is a
Principal with Pacific Coast Land Design, Inc., which provides award-winning landscape
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architecture, urban planning, and environmental design services.
 
MVCC Committee Chairs will update on their work.
 
You must register to attend the meeting. The registration and link are available here.

 
A Way to Double Our Parks Space 

Midtown Ventura Community Council at-large board
member Arlene Martinez wrote this op-ed for the
Ventura County Star.

When I was in junior high, I used to race home, grab
my roller blades and hockey stick, and head to my
local elementary school to play hours of pick-up
hockey.

It was a quick skate to the school. I didn’t have many
friends, and my parents worked late — the after-
school gatherings were something I really looked
forward to.

I no longer live in that San Diego suburb, but when I
go there to visit my mom, I still regularly head to the same playground, now with my
two little kids. We play basketball and “poison,” two-touch, pick-up soccer, and devise
obstacle courses.

These memories pop into my head often when I walk past my nearby elementary
school, Will Rogers in Ventura. It’s a marvelous bilingual school full of warm, caring
teachers and families.

But after the kids go home, instead of the laughter and play continuing, the campus is
quiet and empty.

How great would it be if Will Rogers and the rest of our public schools opened to the
community when kids weren’t on campus? If neighbors could walk healthy circles and
friends could play pick-up soccer games while toddlers tug on grass?

There are so many communities that do this, including our neighbors to the north of us,
in Goleta and Santa Barbara, and to the south of us, in Thousand Oaks and in sites
across Los Angeles.

We should follow their lead. The reason so many districts open their outdoors spaces
after hours, throughout California and the nation, is “rooted in the realization that even
the most poorly designed and underserved neighborhoods include schools,” writes
ChangeLab Solutions, a nonprofit focused on increasing access to open space by
encouraging more inclusive, equitable policies. “In an era of never-ending budget
shortfalls, maximizing access to existing facilities — rather than trying to construct new
ones — is the most efficient and economical use of public resources.”

It’s hard not to see that logic — the open spaces are already here, all around us.
Expanding access offers fresh opportunities to boost our physical health (obesity, heart
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disease and other medical issues are exacerbated by a lack of activity) and mental
health too.

It gives us the chance to meet more of our neighbors (whichalso helps physical and
mental health, especially for those in middle and later life).

Activated places make neighborhoods safer (having more eyes means less potential for
unsavory activity), which in turn promotes usage (parents want to feel secure sending
their kids to play).

Parks are also great tools for economic development — they boost property values,
and companies know they’ll have an easier time recruiting top talent if the communities
they locate in offer a great quality of life. And health care costs go down in places
where people are healthy.

There are, of course, real challenges to opening school campuses to new uses —
vandalism, irresponsible dog owners, liability concerns, and the staffing costs (who will
open and close the gates?) top the list.

That’s where a strong city-school district (even county) partnership comes in, and
everything is made official in a joint-use agreement.

The agreements — ChangeLab Solutions has a step-by-step toolkit and templates for
designing one — are legally binding and spell out which entity is responsible for what.

The best part? Tons of other places all over have found success with these. We can
too.

And increasing access is marvelously in line with the greater embrace of “community
schools,” an acknowledgment that educating a child is most successful with the support
of strong educators, families, and community partners.

Last fall, I voted in favor of Measure E, a tax increase put on the ballot by Ventura
Unified, after attending a meeting with other community members and some district
officials where we talked about school security and after- hours access. I left the
meeting optimistic we were on the same page about increasing open space for all
residents.

Since then, conversations about opening schools when kids aren’t on campus have
stalled (representatives of the Midtown Ventura Community Council, of which I’m a
member, began meeting with school officials in early 2022), as fencing continues to go
up. Installing and upgrading fencing is understandable — the district wants to protect
our children and school property — I want my kids safe when they’re at school too.

But this isn’t an either/or. We can have fencing and increased access to existing open
spaces.

As we start a new school year in a wonderful district, let’s make sure our kids have all
they need to succeed, and give our neighbors the chance to thrive too.

Let’s open our schools when kids aren’t on campus.

Tell your superintendent, school board members, city manager, and city
councilmembers it’s a win-win..—Arlene Martinez



 
 

Midtown Ventura Resident Earns National Honor

Midtown Ventura Community Council
board member Eric Berg (photo, second
from left) was honored for his work on
the inclusive playground at Arroyo Verde
Park.

The project earned the American Public
Works Association’s Public Works
Project of the Year Award. The award is
for publicly developed, owned and
maintained infrastructure projects that
promote excellence in construction
management and administration.

The original playground at Arroyo Verde Park was destroyed during the Thomas Fire in
2017. The park off Foothill Road spans 129 acres of open space and features a large
field, hiking trails and a picnic area.

Berg, who works for Pacific Coast Land Design, was the principal architect for the
inclusive playground. The playground features include structures offering social and
play designs using movement and ability, uses topography as a natural playground,
offers an open-ended sensory experience, music areas, and native landscapes.

The American Public Works Association is a not-for-profit, international organization of
more than 30,000 members involved in the field of public works. The City of Ventura
earned APWA’s 2023 Public Works Project of the Year Award in the Structures
category, in the less an $5 million division.—Gregg Mansfield

 
CAPS Media Holding Member Orientation

Anyone interested in video, studio or radio production
should attend the CAPS Member Orientation on
November 8.

CAPS Media, Community Access Partners of San
Buenaventura, will be holding 45-minute orientations for
anyone interested in joining the nonprofit organization.
The orientations take place at 4 pm, 5 pm, 6 pm and 7
pm. No reservations are required.

The membership is open to anyone who lives, works or
attends school in Ventura, as well as members of a
nonprofit organization in Ventura County. An individual membership is $40 (nonprofit
$100) per year and CAPS members get free training classes. Classes include video,
studio and radio production, scripting, story structure, storytelling, and postproduction.



Formed in 2000 as an independent nonprofit organization, CAPS is not a department of
the City of  Ventura. CAPS manages the CAPS Media Center and two cable channels
(Channel 6 and 15) in Ventura. CAPS also streams and a radio station that produces
original programming.

Learn more at capsmedia.org.

 
 

Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council
Zoom Meeting (Register Here)
October 12, 2023, 7 p.m.

Police Report: Edward Caliento, Commander, Ventura Police Department

Highlight on local Non-Profit:

Jeff Lambert, CEO, Housing Authority of the City of San Buenaventura

Jane Hulse, Midtown author, on her latest novel, Prisoner of Wallabout Bay

Eric Berg, Green Infrastructure: The Benefits of Thinking Green as We Plan for Our
Future

Reports
1. Membership- Pamela Hazard
2. Community Pride: Loma Vista Garden
3. Media: Gregg Mansfield
4. Announcements
5. Closing
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