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Will Outdoor Dining Become a Fixture?

A couple weeks ago, my wife and | met some friends
in Downtown Ventura to celebrate her birthday. We
had drinks and dinner outside, while watching the
bustling crowd on Main Street on a Friday night. The
weather was warm, the conversation was filled with
laughter, and it was a fun night, if my headache the
next morning is any indication.

Outdoor dining has been a lifeline for restaurants and

bars Downtown and in Ventura to get through the pandemic. Now the city is looking
at whether to make outdoor dining permanent, doing a study with Downtown Ventura
Partners on how to continue the success of the Main Street Moves.

Estelle Bussa, economic development manager for City of Ventura, will discuss
where the process stands at the Midtown Ventura Community Council meeting on
Thursday at 7 pm.

Bussa will provide an update on the exploration process, where residents can
provide feedback and input. The City Council is expected to review the conceptual
renderings at a meeting in October and provide direction on whether to create a
permanent outdoor dining program in Ventura.

While | like the outdoor dining options in Downtown Ventura, admittedly not
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everyone Is sold on turning Main Street into an outdoor dining hall. Non-food related
businesses say customers are increasingly unwilling to find parking and walk the
distance to their stores. Not to mention, the Main Street Moves takes away a major
thoroughfare in Downtown Ventura.

The debate won’t be settled Thursday night. It’s a great opportunity to get a preview
of what Main Street might look like in the coming years.—Gregg Mansfield

Ventura Botanical Gardens, Police Report on MVCC Agenda

In addition to a potential outdoor dining program,
the Midtown Ventura Community Council at its
Thursday meeting will hear about what’s growing at
the Ventura Botanical Gardens. Board member
Barbara Brown will talk about the treasure in the
hills behind Ventura City Hall.

In recent years, the botanical garden has seen
some big additions including the Merewether
Welcome Center (2018) and the Miriam Schwab
Entrance Plaza (2019). The garden has nearly
2,100 members.

Starting the evening is the Ventura Police Department and Cpl. Al Gomez will talk
about the motor unit and the work they do in the community.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. To receive a link, registerhere—Gregg Mansfield

Deadline Extended for Midtown Commons Art Project

We have extended our deadline for
proposals for art proposals for Midtown
Commons until October 31.

The Midtown Ventura Community
Council began over 10 years ago
designing and getting plans approved to
enhance the parking lot between Main
and Thompson, Katherine and Hartman
Streets. MVCC partnered with the City of
Ventura by providing the design plans
along with a portion of the funding.

We have already received a grant of $7,500 from the City of Ventura for art on the
site and needed to wait until the construction was completed to start the art
component.

The work could include some public participation and could be located around the
center by the paved area and/or elsewhere around the site. The proposal could be a
collaboration of artists. We are requesting a basic outline of your vision, your
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installation procedure and a rough draft of the design to be submitted by Oct. 31.

If you are interested please take a look at the site and contact us. We look to
complete the project by March 2022, MVCC'’s 25th anniversary. We may need to go
back to the city for final approval of the new art project once we pick a proposal.
Please submit here or call 653-6573 if you have any questions.

Below is the description by the MVCC Board approved description from member
David Ferrin.—Dan Long

Midtown Commons Art Concept Description

The original idea for the ground plane mural art element in this parking lot and
community space was to celebrate and emphasize the water conservation features
of the project. These features are stormwater retention, filtration, recharging ground
water and preventing dirty water from reaching the city’s stormwater system and
polluting the ocean. The mural that was approved by the city’s arts commission is
essentially a depiction of flowing water with some sea creatures that would benefit
from having slightly cleaner water to live in as a result of this project and others.

It has been many years since this mural concept was developed and a lot has
happened since then. The city turned 150 years old; The Thomas Fire ravaged
Ventura; Political polarization brought dysfunctional governance and empowered
extremists; COVID-19 continues; The reckoning of past and present racism and
inequality, nationally and locally; Fire, due to human-caused climate change, is the
norm in the western US; Persistent drought and dry conditions exacerbated by
frequent fires is changing the fauna and flora to desert-like environments. These
occurrences and states of being make the idea of a flowing water mural on
pavement too idealistic. We have an opportunity to acknowledge the positive effects
of the recent improvements to the space while acknowledging the social and
environmental damage that the parking lot use has on the environment.

The new art feature concept for the Midtown Commons project should be eye-
opening and educational. It should acknowledge where we are in time and that
humans are responsible for the inequalities and imbalance, and just as responsible
for solutions and coming to terms with the consequences of human exceptionalism.
This artwork can be a mural, or a completely different idea altogether.—David Ferrin

Makers Market Makes its Mark in Midtown

A Makers Market has taken hold in the parking lot of
Pete’s Breakfast House across the street from
Ventura High School. The event showcases local
artisans, creatives and small businesses during the
event on the first Saturday of the month.

About two dozen booths were set up recently offering
items from jewelry to blankets. Organizers launched
the Makers Market in February and charge $35 for a
booth. The next one takes place on Saturday, Oct. 2, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and a
good opportunity to get an early start on holiday shopping.—Gregg Mansfield
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Agenda

Midtown Ventura Community Council

Virtual Meeting

September 9, 2021, 7 p.m.

Ventura Police Department—Cpl. Al Gomez

Spotlight on Nonprofits: Ventura Botanical Gardens—Barbara Brown, board member

Outdoor Dining Exploration—Estella Bussa, City of Ventura Economic Development
Manager

Website Agenda Community Resources
Pride

Midtown Ventura Community

MVCC Board
Council

P.O. Box 1041
Ventura, CA 93002
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